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MEMOIRS 



GEORGE KEATE, ESSl. 



JL HIS ainiabie man and agreeable writer was of a 
good family, which hai for a long setics of years been 
pQfiseiued of considerable property. By one of his works 
it appears that he was descended from Sir George Hun- 
gerfordj bis great grandfather, by Lady Frances Dude, 
only daughter of Francis Lord Seymour, Baron of 
Trowbridge*. He was bom as may be conjectured, . 
about the year 1729 or 1730, and received his education 
at Kingnlon school, under the Rev. Mr. Woodeson. 
From thence he went to Geneva, where he resided 
some years; and, during his stay there, became ac- 
quainted wiUi Voltaire, with whim he continued to 
correspond many yean afler he returned to England, 
After finishing the tour of Europe, he settled as a stu- 
dent in (he Inner Temple, was called to the bar, and 
sometimes attended Westminster-hall ; Ihough be did 
not niflet whh encouragcmeot enough to induce bis per- 

*8m ''Sbort AcMOitt of Netley Abbey." 



leverance in im profession; nor indeed does !t Kem 
probable that be bad sufficient application for it. HU 
first performance was "Ancient and Modem Rome," 
a poem, written at Rome in the year I7S3, printed in 
the year 1760, and received with considerable applause. 
The next year he published "A Short Account of the 
Ancient History, present Government, and Laws of 
the Republic of Geneva," 8vo. This work was com- 
piled during the author's residence at Geneva ; is a very 
useful one ; and is dedicated to Monsieur de Voltaire; 
to whom he says, " When I reflect that it was iti' this 
republic, whose government I have attempted to des- 
cribe, that I was first introduced to your acquaintance ; 
when memory renews the hours of social mirth and re- _ 
lined entertainment which your hospitality and conVR- 
sation afforded me; I cannot but rejoice in this occasion 
of expressing my gratitude: proud that as your friend- 
ship distinguished the author of these pages in a foreign 
country, your name may at home adorn his labour.'' It 
was at one time the intention of Voltaire to translate 
this account into ftench, though he afterWards relio- 
quisfaed the design. ■ ' ■ ■ ■ } ■ • 

Tbenext year, 1762, he product so ^^ ^Uj^l«-&(un 
Lady Jwe Gray to Lord Ginldfoid Dudley:" andin 
1763, "The Alps," » ppem; ,^e siilgec;^ of which 
comprehends all that chain of mountains, known under 
the general name of the Alps, extending hota Italy 



fo Germany, and from France to Tyrol, by wbaterer 
dflDommatiDD Uiey are particularly dittinguished. Of 
all th& poetical works of Mr. Keate, this is entitled t» 
the bluest praibc for truth of deicription, degaiK:e of 
veoificatioD, «nd vigoarof iauginatian. 

Continuirtgto-employ the preM, he in 1764 publish- 
ed "Netiey Ahbty," which he aflerwards, in 1769, 
enlarged and re-prkited; and, in 1765, produced " The 
Temple Student, an Epistle to a Friend ;" hnmourousljr 
rallyijtg hii own want of applicfttion in the study of the 
law, bis preference to the ieUu kttret, and his consc- 
qoent want of success in Ihe pursuit of it. ' The deatli 
of Mrs. Cibber, in I76i, whose merits as an actress he 
entertained the highest opinion of, gave occasion to a 
ppBin to hei memory, which celebrates lier excellent 
perfocmances on the stage, and laments the loss the 
theatre would sustun by her death. 

In February, 1769, he married Miss Hudson; and 
about the same time published " Femey ; an Epistle of 
. Monsieai de Voltaire." In this foem, afier praising 
with energy the various beautiei of his friend's poetical 
works, he introduced the followiagpai>egyTiC'«» Shake- 
speare:-— 

"ftif jeiJHit misnujuillfOceaiiiln^ttciie, 

lirinii«p ihc fl>iaei<Ar aiHc«EeaIlni 

oar slL^afwira tfBU tail ri|ba DUiniahi, 

/ad cm^ fhe triumpbi at EILa*, rdcB. 

AtOTc cootnnl, iliove eidi clBdc rul^ 

HiilBrierfiutu™, indtbcwiicldhhKlOjl, ' r■^).v^J|^. 



Th' ■niil niBge of ftncj^ l)ri|tilett hMT'n i 
To bid wwpl ihoiieht 6tf iwttMt HHtM iit fct i 
jlBd iHkB.nck p«tmB wiih ■ miw or fire 
KcTfrt hii teniui. Tu ihe dcsii b« intr, 
Anliparc iMtnnk iM sVniHds UK doK. 
Low (J«pi the tnid, a ioldetKnaiimlai^ 
NQraiMflleffBfiMfMiba'rUiniMM. .- 
O^ Uie dnii laiiJii imbiiloa'i utmsu bound, 
Unheud ihall Uat hct liry tniinpei Mand! 



Ai«tpfiM!<ia*iiMulos(»nlMfMnn, - .j 

&1lInshatei1>el^e^^DIKU^[brlIImKVt« pUa, >' 'I^rt 

I' Aid liuiK jMiitb tie Ml plcWie fadei." 

It is imagined, Qidt In cwiscefneMoe <if tiiii w j ii gj iifc l, 
Mr. Keate, in June (hts year. Was 'C«iBpKBuaiMd''br 
the mayor and bOi^saex of Stf^tford TrWi« ■) 
mounted wi^h silver; made out oribeftfannft 
'free planfed fay Shakespeare. In If T-^ybe publifJifld 
" The jnonumenC in Arcadia," a dmiMtifr pOfi|:i0,%)gh 
on tlie picture of Poutsin, mentionad bf M!^ d" 
Bat, in))i* "Crilicd It.eflecti(UKon%)elBJT■nd:Pwbt- 
■ ing." . ..,,i^^ 
■ ■■ .'.vi.Altf 
■ -TiiB ««rt itswlt wbieh -Mr. Kf«te pMMk?*^ .^ 
(fast' whidi if mv beiaw in, Thk-producUw),,^ 
^iTOved ^fitft (BDSt 'iiKcttMfHl of. sU Jii^ writit^. spd fl- 
Idfrii^il jlo t>«i ip^ renjlf.^, wLifiiMttiwi 9f .Stie^'a 
' !f Setitinn^tfil, .JwF<)eyif i)'^.it ooqtaint .so. tpany 
; i^aRng^dQKevalkras^lifr, fowo^y, strokes frfM^'PU''. 
and'io jowciv «l4g«Wft Of<(:pg:t0>f^'^>.tb^ ^w will 
- lKmWQit&g^T«*4,lfeaprHfrff??<;e:49W'7?%r^of,5j«;(5»e'« 
■ .imitalDni..- .;■:.'■■■ -. i ?■-;„.•. .-,';.y *.- 



In i7e), he-diflwleA'iin ^^etkoaA vmks in 2 vtih. 
12mo. and added .Mv«tal new pieces noi before printed. 
The principal of these was " The Helwtiad,^ & ftag- 
ment, written al Gfeneva in the y«ir 1756. In (ho 
preface to this performance, be gives the folldwiiig ac- 
count of it: "During a long stejr I many y«tn ainca 
made at Oeatm, I visited Most td t)w pnicipal placet 
in Switzerland. Tlie nany wbUne Kwiei with whicli 
nature hath enriched this ronantic coantry ; the tram 
quiHUjr and content with ^ich every indrnduil enjoys 
idsprdper^t andj above olf, (hat independence of mind 
Vhkil i* ever the retult of liberty, animated m» with 
inch veneration for the first authors of that freedom. 
-whOM figure* are recorded to posterity ather by iculp- 
'ttirew putting h) the pnbKc parts of Ae towns througfa 
''ilKtis tmtB states, that my enthusiasm betrayed me into 
'^'k ieH^ of writing a poem oa tiie stngahu' revolution ; 
Ae ' atgwoent of which I had divided into len canits, 
beginning the work with (he oppressions of the House 
of Austria, and closing it with the halves of Mongarteit ; 
'%y wfetdi (hose ^jored people finally renoDBced its 
''usarpatlon, and formed among theimelves those wieas 
contederacies that ended In lh« gr«at unloRtindaHiaice 
of the present ihintm eanttni. ' Whtn I hadsettlcd (he 
whole plan of lliis wdilc, 't oi!8iMtmafty,'W 1 fednd a 
(Itipotiticn Hi niyxefT, todc »p My pai^ of the peem 
" whicll at Qie lAOmehf moist invited my' AMugbta : and 
^iti^^ing'^ tliis'tlme riiSi an {ofeh[^KLwilh Mmdear 
de VoIt«re ai afforded tne a constaal accew-tohrm, I 
b2 



•ctjminled him with n; inlentioii ; ibewlog hin the U- 
^menl I had drawn out fot the cmiduct of the whole 
desi^ fte kepi it a few dayi : and, in returDnig it, 
tdd me (hat be Ihoaght Ihe great object of the piece, 
tlie episodes cernecled with the faiitorjr, together with 
Uw Kcnery of the country, prcsenlcd inbject matter 
whereon to form ■ fine poem ; btU the time (added be) 
which inch an undertaking will require, I would ralhet 
cooniel 7011 (o employ on tnbjects thai might more etf ' 
gage the public altentioD ; for ihould yoa devote ytmr- 
ielf to the completion of your present design, the Swtu 
would be much obliged to you, without being able to 
lead yoD, and the reit of the world care little about Ihfc 
tcatLer." Feeling the force and juslneat of the remark, 
Mr. Keate laid ande his plan, and prob^Iy never re- 
fumedil. In the tame} ear, 1781, hepubtisbed "Ab 
Spittle to Angelica K auffi n an." 

A (ew years alter he became engage*) in a long and 
vexatkmi lawsuit, in coniequence of the neglect (to ufy 
(he least of it] of an archiied who profcsied' himMf io 
be tus friend: the particulars of which it is of no rmp<irt- 
ance to detail. At Ibe cosclusion of the bosinesi &e 
ihewed that bis good humour had not finsaken' Uib : 
and in 1787 be gave to the public the principal'circinA- 
stancei of bni ease in a petlbrmancv, enUtled, -"Ttie 
Piatrened Poet, a seriocomic Poem, {h^hree'^aifttfi!" 
4to, with some pleasantrfi and vrHhovt sny'terblnilf^ 






^paatdi^ thff.fXHiqwifikuip waf v^ry^hfiwuralKlf b^ 
lli?, UlenM w4 hi* liberalil/. In 178^ ibfi-Mtf^^ 

AtW QPwnuider, Qiptolii Wi[«m. a^ hi* crew, liv^^ 
•9f)^ tine be&re they could get off. The ctrcumstancet ' 
^tfiding thii extraordinary deliverance having bees 
jWW^B'™^ to Mr. Keste, be oCered to draw up thf 
.V^fTfitive of th»a lor the advantage of his friend Cap-' 
jt^.WIkoB. THii he executed in " An Account of th^ 
'^chw Islands, situated in the Western Fart of the Pa- 
xifc Ocean : composed from the Journals and Conunu- 
9Jcalk«>s <of Captain Henry Wiliw and some of his 
C^^rsj who in Augost 1783 were there ihlpwr^ked, 
if) the Antelope, a Packet b^onging to the hopourabl* 
£mA India Conpany," ito- ■ a wgih written with grofl 
degaocc, compiled with audi care, aad which, if em- 
l^^li^ ^ it bss fac^^wMtted) wJUi fitott ^tci 
,/f^fjeitfi^..to have (bund a |^ace jn a novel t^aa a ge* 
(j y n yB Sjyr n^yft no't-i'lf aacuftcd to the misvinfiwipalifp 
.f)^^9$f,i^ u;eie afiwin (hiijoeni^ ant] must ^i;rt 
j)fai^jiiec«fv^ before they ob^|^>e4,.credit, Wemeiu- 

-*^.'«!fff^b^li-<f ^f^tltf^t;, r>)^^J!*#fpi?l;aiat 
■Ml^ ?*ft5lff>>*.'«^ft^W¥'fi^« Mr.;>fealfc(i«ffao..Vi^Sr. 
■*»lhi,*e.##^ )"* W?l.;4tyn4sc?st«^_grjop^^ f«id 
i»(Kijid-f)p.Ji^vattl/t%^ wt)»tevej[.fi:aHU^ei^o^J>vas too 
iRd in (lie imposition. 



Uie author of many prologues and epilogn*, (pofcen at 
Mr. Newcomb's schonl atfiukncjp; snd tome compli- 
fnentary veraes by htm arc to be found in the European 
Magazine:' Itew, Wvrevei:, aiv hot «f nmeient im- 
portance to be enumerated. He bad bIk> adapted his 
friend Vdtaire's "SerolfaiBlir'to the stage; but thia 
was iDperseded, in 1777, at Dfory Lane, byaworth- 
len translation of at worthless an awthor, ope C^iptwff 
Aj^scoDgh ; but neither this, nor the author, are'dtserr- 
ing<tf any ftirlW ■notice. -' ■"■'' '■"' 

■ ■ ■ ■ -. ■ -> ■-•>!i\VtU 

■,We ibaJi concladfl by observing, ihfit Mr. Ket^'^, 
life passed, without any victHiludcs «f fortune: be inr 
berited an ample estate, which he did not altenpt to ih- 
eieaseotherwisetban fay those affenlions which pruueiixs 
dtetaled in the management of it. Bfe was IJo^itMI@^ 
Md benaficent, and panpHod (he good- fvitt ofaanniy 
kind in a very eminent degree. For the last year op 
two, bish^alth visibly declined i but ofi Ih^ day l}e died, 
be appearal to be somewhat mended, [lis dcalh wa» 
snd(len,on[lfe27thorjune 1797. He left bne'c^auIlP 
ter, inarne*ia-Vtfe7 -to 'J^a' Renderspri, 'Ea^. dPtte 
AdeljtkiJ "Aliabe tine of b?>,)/A(!eihi-jlttu IdUvwsii: 

R9y4l and. Antiquary, Societies, of bol^ of which h©,^ 
had been ftcquenHy elected one of lite cenncil,** 

.C.noylc 



-!. J ',..i4J7rzro£v ^refaceI - . 

IF lie knowing who the Author of thts 
Kttle work, was, could a^ qbc cttbit i(ril(U, 
ttaturcy or give thee a better night's resty 
thtrtj^^icfdldst not go to- bfed" withtiut hating 
tKy curiosity satisfied ; — ^biit' as it- can be a-' 
q^i|i|t^^p£ p9 nraipeqt to thee> let the secret; 
i«RB}»p.JBetwew us,-Tit beiDg,w*ffici<P(;>lMfc 
e«fln«f>a8^i^in poSscsaioA^f it.-^ ' :; i.n. 



*31s'ihe 'Editor of the'foHowIhg' pages,'!" 
cjtpn^t Ijutfeel an. awti^ty fprjtheir,success^_ 
— fli^ it may. bfi;-flX|M«;fc6d, !*»|;,t, ^^stjltfe: 
likoi'maaH^ tj&itr'Sditorri say wmawbatiJE^ 
thdi^ fWdb#i-^lHtf' this I Shan; for ■seVifefif 
reasons^ decline f ^atnerchoo'sihg to' leSve^ 
to the discoviery of the Reader^ whaiever 



author's PREFAClB. 

ihwe of aerit ti^ ougr. be.tfaoi^te intklad 
to. — I bave no scruple, however, to declare, 
tKat my chief motive in coramitfinglhem 
to the prfcsn^8> that f conctiTed^ef ^" 
hibited some scenes which mighf ifi{^i(9^ 
the affections, and cohlamcd notbing'tN$V 
could injure the morals. — - ' '' 

•'■..- - . ix^qyi oi 

'Halving had several occasions," m'tf)v?aF 
productions of my own, to experientt?^^flii? 
candour of the Public, and as I may have 
fitttire ones to hope its ind&1|enc6, Ic^oc 
renst this opportunity to say, dut could i 
ever, etther as Author, or Edit4»r, let a sio- 
gle page go out of my bands, that might 
disturb, or give pain to any good heart, — if 
I know any thing of myself, I will venture 
to affirm, — that I should be tbe penoo who 
W4HiJd sisSa the most. 

GEO. KEATE. 
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author's PflEFACI. 

POSTSCRIPT. "' ' "' 

■ ' ' ■-■ .. ■-■■.■'■- .J 

f I caiiDpl sepd this little work a fifih time, 
ti}r^;pTe&s,. without saving, that whatever^ 
tff^i^ I- might have felt at first ushering it,- 
ifj^ibfiyiQTldf the rerj' favouiahle reception 
it hath met with^ and which it still continues 
to experienccj hath far more than gratified 
^/if^ri^cst wishes I could eatert^n for its 



io;W*»» 


October, 1790. 
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SKETCHES FROM NATURE. 



THE TETE-A-TETE. 



— 1 CAN caBily explain tliat to you, said 1-: — 

Yoa may full as well spare yourself the trouble, 
re[Jied Madame La TouChe — You have spent a 
great deal of breath already to prove the necessity 
of introductory chapters in matters either of Love 
or Literature, — you may possibly be right in the 
one ; and as to the other, it never came under my 
consideration. — Tis a foolish argument, and you 
had better arouse yourself with looking at this fine 
prospect. 

I have had a much finer one before me. Madam, 
ever since we set' down the two sleepy brutes at 
Dartford fwe were at this time in the Canter- 
bury machine) and as my eyes are so soon to lose 
sight of yoii, they are justiEcd in fixing where 
they do. — Seize pleasure when you can, has been 
laid down as a maxim by the wise, both in prose 
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and verse.;— You and I must part presently j' bet 
the pieliminary discourse we have held together in 
the coach, may uiakc us meet on amicable terms, 
should fortune ever throw us into flie same chapter. 
— Those features of yours form -so admirable an 
index, that I shall be able to tufti immediately to 
the page where 1 left olF. 

— You are exceedingly ridiculous. Sir, and a 
jumble of agreeable contradictions. — I hope how- 
ever that you preach a little better than you 
talk. • 

The world, Madam, in balancing my accounts, 
after all its divisions and subtractions, has been 
pleased to throw me in that allowance — but as 
men rarely preach themselves into bishoprics, I can 
safely assert, that 1 never added the eighth of an 
inch to my shoe-heel on the credit of it.— lite- 
rary men are in general as eagerly followed, and 
as .suddenly droppeij, as the fashions, Madam, over 
•which you preside.-^'l'he bulk of mankind never 
think at all ; 'and the greater part of those who do,' 
think by proxy, or regulate their opinion by die 
caprice of ihe day. 

Now as I have ever claimed the privilege of judg- 
ing for myself, I sometimes look beyonH the sur- 
face of things, and will ingenuously own that by 
the time I had conversed with you half an hour 
tliis morning, I read in your coimtenance an easy 

, .C.noylc 



natural character, Botnithstanding the grave looks - 
yoa launched at roe from beneath your smart 
boonet. — 

. Yoo have in truth rallied me with much plea- 
santry — a man who talks at every thing must ex- 
pect to be answered. — We are but pas«engerB qf a 
day, whethei- 'tis in a stagt-coach, or in the im- 
mense machine of the world. — In God's name 
then, why should we not make the way as pleasant 
to each other as wc can ? — Short as our journey is, 
'tis long enough to be tedious to him who sulks in 
his corner, sits uneasy himself, and elbows his 
- neighbours to make thetn ride uneasy too.-~ 

A benevolent good humour isacordial we should 
never be without, either ut home, or abroad, — it 
keeps our passions active, tempers them most delici- 
ously, and gives life a serene sun-shine.— -The 
traveller who cariies it with him views every 
prospect of the road in its brightest colouring, and 
turns every incident to account. — By its cheering 
quality you and I, who met this morning as stran- 
gers, have, posted along so imperceptibly, that we 
are now but at a small distance from CANTERsyRY, 
without having counted a single mile-stone. 

. I did not care, said she, if we had iiirther to go,-^ 

■ Nor I— for wc. Would make.the morrow as plea- 
sant a« to. day,— However, let me live in your re- 

B 2 
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membrance; and if when you get to Paris, you 
■ will deliver the letter I .wrote at Rochester into 
Madame de B * * * hands, as I walk along the 
sea-shore at Margate, and indulge my reveries, [ 
will supplicate the waves to be favourable to you — 
though by the bye, I liate all smuggling but in 
. love. 



.Cciiglc 



BOUGHTON HILL. 



Now, whether Nature, when she was mixing 
and compounding the materials out of which I was 
formed, forgot to throw in the due frcponion of 
those which were to constitute the retentive facul. 
ties, I know not; but so it is, 1 have always uinit- 
ted something or other in the essentials. — 

I ought to have told the Reader that Madame L\ 
ToucHE was one of those fashionable milliners of 
St. James's, who take a trip to France esery 
Ewnmer, in order to import all the fripperies ^od 
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fo)>pcries of that merry nation, and was now go- 
ing thither on that errand. — She spoke the FVench 
tongue very fluently, having leaint it young, and 
preserved it, as she informed me, by the intercourse- 
of business, and by a mairiage with the private 
secretary of one of the foreign ministers. — She , 
appeared to be about one or two and thirty, gen- 
lect and personable ; rather a showy than a pretty 
woman, but extremely lively and engaging in her 
manners, and seemed to know the world snfficteat- 
]y well to avail herself of its foibles and follies, 

— Well — What avf you ? said slie, (as the horsea 
took breath at the foot of Boughton Hill) what 
say you, Sir? — Shall we indulge the coachman in 
his request, and walk up?^— ^With all my heart. 
Madam, — it will stretch our legs, and give us a 
fine prospect — it is rough and steep, — pray accept 
my arm, though I am but an awkward support— 
'Ti8_die head, Sir, that gives the stick itsvaluo. — 
We understood one another perfectly well— the 
'compliment gave her credit for a bow. 

There are certain happy moments in one's ex- 
istence when the blood flows neither too quick, nor 
too slow ;' when every nerve and artery is faithful 
to its function, and tlie whole frame is so nicely 
harmonized, that every agreeable object which just 
then strikes on any of the organs of sense, awakens 
,the soul to. pleasure. 



' I was atthia instant in one of those dElidous . 
mooia. — The sun was declining in its gayest co- 
lours— the air was pure and Ecrene, aiid Maiure 
seemed perfectly at peace ;^~on my right hand,- 
corn fields, hop grounds, and wide extended inclo- 
Bures of varied forms, wore the face of plenty and 
security; — on my left, the Isle of Shepev, and 
the rich vale of Feversham, contrasted the land- 
•cape, and the opening of the channel, which 
was covered at far as the sight could stretch with 
innumerable sails, carrying on an intercourse with 
the distant parts of the world, con'.pleated a scebe 
which my eyes were unwilling to qiiit. 

—And here, says I, pinching the lady's hand as , 
she leant on my arm, (for 1 told you I was in ex- 
cellent spirits) while so many fair traders are haz- 
arding their all, to support themselves, and increase 
jlke wealth of the nation, are you injuring, its 
manufactures, cheating your sovereign, and nurs- 
ing the follies of your own sen. — 

Well preached, in good truth, my censorious 
iViend, replied Madame LaTouche, with a laugh 
. —1 wish none of the officers whom his Majesty 
confides in to look after his revenues, cheated him 
inore than I, whom he puts no trust in— and as to 
those numerous vessels whicli you call fair traders, 
I believe, on a scrutiny, more than two thirds would 
be found to be smugglers ; — fair trading is as un- 
lastiionable as ateii yearssilk; but 'tis a gdod caut 
B4 
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ierm, and people in bntincss avail thcmselvet of h. — 
For my part, I fear we have not less desire for a 
thing because it -a prpkHi tied i this is an hereditsfy- 
weakness our sex have had from the beginning of 
the world, and which will furnish them with an 
apology for smuggling to the end of it. — But you 
men who establish the laws and cuslmrts your- 
selves, have no excuse for infringing ihem, apd' 
yet notwithsranding yom- refined notions of fair 
trading, I should shrewdly suspect by a bint ybu 
lately dropped, that some of your own dealings 
may possibly have been counterbanii and run 
owr without having paid duty. 

It was an argument that might have carried us " 
t6 Calais, and from Calais to Amiens, and 
from Amiens to Paris — my companion would 
have supported it on any ground. — It had already 
otrried us to the summit of Boughtom MiLl', but 
was abruptly broken off by the coachman desiring 
us to get again into the machine, where havitig re- 
sumed our places, we rattled down with ^eat - 
speed ihto Canterbuby. 
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CANTERBURY. 



,1 NEVER passed this city but at tkneswhcnl 
\vas jiding post haste !ato a warmer climate, in or- 
der to patch up the shattered constitution, which 
Nature has given me to nurse — but how you. Ma- 
dam, should have gone through it so often without 
ever visiting the cathedral, I cannot conceive.. 

\yhy the church, I suppose, did not stand in otv 
wajr, replied the Lady, nor. constituted any part of 
Our errapd,— but as the. Dover. coach will notsft 
^rward (his hour, or more, I will accompany you 
thither with al! my heart-v- 

Anian wants but little persuattoi^ to do what h« 
is inclined to — so we sallied out from the Fountai n.' 
and crossing the High Street, turned into Mer- 
cery Lane, bedeviling the pavement at every 
step ; the stones of which are so sharp, and so ic- 
rcgularly thrown together, that one would swear 
it was the chance-medley work of Dzucaliom 
and Pyrrha. 

Heaven help, said I— (as they were cutting 
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ibroagTi my shoes) — Ac old, the weak, and the 
crippled, who are condemned to tread daily this 
fliniy path — 'Tis much wonder the penance should 
exist more than two centuries after the shrine — or 
that "the reformation never reached the city * ! — 

It behoves their incorporated worships to look 
into this matter — It is both moral and politic to 
make the way to the church easy to all. — 

Now it not being an hour of service the Aooh 
were shut — A boy went to call the woman — the 
woman ran to fetch her husband, — and the husband 
had left the keys at iionie ; so we took a turn ini6 
The Oaks, which is a public walk contiguous to 
the prebendat houses. 

Several sleek divines were enjoying the £ne 
'evenings amusing themselves with going in and 
out of the adjoining boWling-green — Madame La 
TouCHE and I formed the same groupe we had 
done in ascending Boughton Hill; and as my 
face is pretty well known by the public, my tall 
lean figure, with the smart nymph who reclined 
on my arm, immediately attracted their notice. — 



* Alluding to tbe numeroas pilgrinu, who tbronged (o visit the 
tomb of BiCEET, aftrr be was canoaued bj Pope Alixjhiibk 
the Tliird, man; of whom, UuDDgh credoUi; and Ee«l, tiod sU 
these BvCDuei baic-fi>at«d. 
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The FbenCH understand this matter better, and 
by creating an attention out of curiosity equally 
gratify their inclination, but pay the stranger a 
compliment at the same-time. 

Madame La Touche perceiving how much they 
leered at us, asked if 1 knew any of thein ^ . 

— Not by name, said I — but they are part of the 
troops of the church militant here upon earth, 
.embodied and leagued to fight man/nl/i/ against 
ike world — though'by the bye, when they get into 
Canterbury quarters, they are generally in a 
condition to make a good treaty with ii. — 

But we'll now walk into their camp — they have 
pitched, you see, an admirable one heie. 
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THE CATHEDRAL. 



I WILL not trespa^ on my reader's time by t-d«- 
' scription of a builOing so well known— I hate a 
superfluous chapter — nay> I would not have one 
io such a work as this, even should my frienti 
DoDSLEY give mc ten pounds extraordinary for it," 
and invite me to a bit of mutton in ihe bargain. 

I shall conrent myself with observing, that 
what ought to be the great entrance of this catbe< 
dral is as contemptible as its great tower is ele- 
gant, — it is besides choaked \tp with little paltrf 
buildings ; so that were it ever thrown open for 
any grand solemnity, the procession must cone cut 
of a barber's shop that is erected before it.-~ : ' 

Were the view from the western door to lie- 
eastern extremity uiiintertuptcd, it wOqld,produce 
a most noble effect; but the screen that sepatates. 
the choir, and the door that leads into it, arc to a 
degree irifling and minute, 

Madame La Toucue exclaimed immediatcl)' 
against them— she understood proportion— tho' for 
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the sake of variety she had thrown the heads of all 
her customeis out of it, . 

The figure of Dean Wotton kneeling, is of 
Italian sculpture — it has an air of dignity and de- 
votion that is uncommonly striking. — The story of 
Beckct's murder, and the pavement which wai 
shewn na still stained with his blood, affi;cted us 
not a jot — any other Canterbury tale had done as 
much : — But I own I felt my bosom beat with 
pleasure, wheti I stood by the tomb of the valiant 
Edward, — My female companion had never 
heard of The Black Prince — the fashions, and the 
swarming novels of the times, had been the depth 
of her studies.— I explained the whole to her.— He 
liv'd: and died, Madam, the glory pf his age, — as 
viitDOUS at he was intrepid. — I must take his sword 
IB my hiod, tho' it cost me a forfeit. 

:.ln my first excursion into France, I went thir- 
ty leagues out of my way to visit the plain of 
PoicTiERS, which he so immortalized; — nay, I 
Mieve I should have had another look at it when 
I^wBs there last, had not twenty untoward acci- 
dents r«rtdered it impracticable. — ■ 

The fair are always pleas 'd to hear of tht brave ; 
and we arc told, in the finest piece of poetry extant, 
that'the brave alone are deserving of them. — : 

As the vestoivr condacted nt thro' diis great 
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he was thpi at-«OBie iictla (ttstMttC) fnd tlirevr 
him into A perplexity to compose the mtisclea of 
his face, wliich were all set for a titter.^So, bon 
voyage, Madame, ajid bien da plauia aMonsieur- 
— was the French congS with which wc separated. 

What Would their reverences have said had 
they been within hearing ? — but they were all in 
the bowling green, and knew noting of the matter. 

I suppose, by your simper, honest friend, laid I 
(forthevesiurerstillkept twisting hi« bunch ofkejis to 
compose himself) I suppose thatbutfewpeoplecome 
now to Becket's shrine for a Ki$s7— but if your 
pulverized Saint could be conscious of it, I'd ven- 
ture to say he would not be displeased. — Nothi^rai^ 
more holy than a Kiss given with dlscretiort — an4 
if any of your doctors eter preached wi the sub- 
ject, ihey could tell you, it was the salutation o? 
die primitive times, which many writers, who 
conclude a great deal, atid prove nothing, conjee-' 
tore to have been far more virtuous ihan those wc" 
livcin.*— - '"-' ' 

It is a long while since I promised my dear 
Jenny a chapter on a Kiss — but were I to make, 
a digression now, I should lose my conveyance 
to Margate, — 'Tis a copious subject, and wjll 
demand several pages — since a Kiss comprehends 
whatever may come within the pareathetis of oold 
local ceremony, .and the eff'usions of the most ar- 
. dent affection. 
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, . THE LONG-COACH.* 

\VhEN I got back to my inn, the Margate 
Long-Coach was drawn up in the yardi and the 
passengef^ already seated in it, — On my coming, 
the driver informed me that they only waited for 
me, and immediately opened the door of it. 



■ The v^cle alluded lo, raa daily lioni Miboati to Cam- 
. TiBBUSIi to wait Ibe'vriTKl of tlie Locdon coBchei. — I am in- 
formed that Ml Long-Coach wu tet up sAmM ibe jear 1761 or 
176I> and continued in nie till the end of the sammrr of 1766, 
fcDtn vhenn We may form a CDnjecloie, that these vulumea were 
Kfilten ddting lome pait of (hat peiiod. 

In conGnnalion or this niiTcHENEii's [Dams aie mentioned in 
Itie'tonne of tbit vork ai the place of public aswmblj, which 
cbucdta be.Ai.iQ the BeuumOf 176(r, when the new hBllTouiiD 
"■**fi ^vipLet^il and .opeaed. - 
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. The sh^haity'of At caaxejitieetatnck my 
fancy. — Bless me, laid I — advaneing towards k~~- 
thin as I am, diere is no rooia for mc to «(]ueeze in. 
-"-Oyes! replied an cnomioin fat woman who w«* 
stewing widun, there is a seat in the corner.— 

Comer! 'why I can't perceive any it haa — not 
cod, Madam — nor beginning. — Heaven have mercy 
oo-the man who K little coaaulted the «aK of 
othertl— 

I have 8Mn the Diligence of ' CAtAis and 
Lyons— the CifeAc d* ^au'j of Burgundy — the ' 
unwicMy machines of Strasbukg, Nuremburc» 
and Leipsic, and that mirror of mechaniem, »■ ' 
Dutch coach. — , 

I have also seen most of our northern and westenr 
stages, with their baskets and appendixes— rthe long, 
Tnachtnc of Greenwich, and the new Windsor 
7ly, which our papers have bersn so full of— but 
the construction of this Margate business diflcr 
^widely from them alt. — 

While my eye was running over itv parts, I had 
^ot one foot on the iron step, debating the matter 
whether I should get in, or no — when my grey- ■ 
headed host of the Fountain coming up to msr 
determined ine in the negative, by telling me, 
there was a gcntlenran arrived who was going for- 
ward to Margate, and that I might accompany 
him in a post-chaise, if I liked it better. 
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When one is more than half dtqioscd, a trifle 
turns die scale. — Wkh all myheart, honest frieiid 
Farley, said I— my bones have bceii shaken froin 
one end of Europe to the other, in such a variety 
of strange vehicles, that I have in iniih no curio- . 
sity to be tempted by the novelty of this. — So 
order your bones. — ' 

. Sir, concinuei be, you will be ptesieil to wait a 
little — the gentleman has stepped out to call on an 
ftequaintaooe he has. in town, but will return pre- 
sently. — 

Why then order me a pot of coffee. — 
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THE CONJECTURE. 



The minii is fifien ingenious enough to puzzle 
itself about a trifle, which. a plain ijuestion could 
determine. 

Who, cries Curiosity, can this intended com- 
panion of mine be P — indeed I might have asked 
the landlord this when he brought in the coffee— 
psha ! — what does it signify? — perhaps some in- 
quisitive traveller, like thyself j — or a highway- 
man, says Caution ; — or a methodist preacher, 
quoih Prudery : — or a Jew mountebank, says 
Pride ;— or a strolling player, says Meanness ;— 
or one thai will leave thee to pay the whole chaise, 
quoth Avarice. — 

— And why not, exclaims Benevoience, «s 
honest a man as thyself? — thou' art summoning 
every dirty passion to sit in judgment on a poor 
Stranger thou hast never seen, who may possibly be 
a far more amiable being than thyself — and whom, 
shouldst thou chance to dislike, at the end of six- 
teen miles thou raay'st bid adieu to for ever. — 
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I felt the keenness of the reproach,— so poured 
out my coffee' wiih some degree of shame, and 
endeavoured to chase away the contemptible mean 
ideas that were warping my heart, by filling it, 
my dear Jenny, with thy image. 
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THE FOUNTAIN. 



JVlAN must have something for his affections to 
anchor on ! — There is no getting forward pleasant- 
ly in the journey of life, without having certain 
pre-eminent objects to which tlie thoughts may re- 
cur, whenever we grow languid by the way, or 
our path becomes rugged and perplexed. 

The poj/ appertains to the dominion of memory ; . 
— the/iifure is the inheritance of hope; and the 
present, which is only our own, by that property 
of the mind which we term imdginaiion, may be 
pushed aside to jnake way for its own illusions, 
when she wishes to enliven the prospect, and 
spread a sun-shine which- the present does not 
offer.— 

Sweet illusions t. — amiable deceivers! — how 
cReerfiilty have ye led my eager steps thro' the 
state of youth, and solaced me as I journeyed (6r- 
ward with a thousand visionary scenes from the 
classic page !— Having gained the ascent of life, 
tmd shut up my books to read the more complicated 
volume of the world — when I have found hope 
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disappointed, — confidence betrayed, — kindness for- 
gotten, — and seen around me characters that con- 
vinced mc vice was not fiction ; — thtfn have ye been 
^s a lantern to -my feet, dissipated the gloom that 
darkened my course, by lighting mc onward to 
new objects of pleasure, glowing with the alluring 
graces of undissembled virtue, 

. Bounteous Imagination 1 be &till my guide, - 
my companion, my friend, — thy |sensibility may 
sometimes blacken the storm, or give aJdcd 
strMigth to the blow of afQiction; — but thou foe- 
stowest'in couuterpoisc a thousand beams of radiant 
joy, which are ever playing round minds thou in- 
habitest — they feel themreflectedfrora each delicacy 
of scntimentj-T-each act of humanity, — each tri- 
umph of honour ! — every thing from the summit 
of- the mountain to the depth of the vale, lives and 
blossoms for them ;— the immense round of creation 
is theirs. — 

Jt is by thy power, that now sitting in a dirty 
room over my cofice — far separated from the object 
I adore, that I can place her image before me as I 
last beheld it, without losing one tint of coiouriug 
- — I see the look of tenderness with which she 
bade me adieu— hear the last accents of her voice — 
Gtill feel on my lips the impression of the parting 
kiss, — nor wih thou suSer a single line of the pic- 
ture to be e£Faced till our re-union shall give thee a 
happier subject. 
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THE INTERVIEW. 



My heart more than ever reproveJ me for the 
doubts I had raised concerning my fellow-traveller, 
when the landlonl opened the door and ushered 
him into my room — for the instant I cast my eyes' 
towards him, I recalled the features of an old ac- 
quaintance whom I had once intimately known at ' 
my setting out in lifo, but whom I had not seen 
for near twenty years, and conceived to be still in 
a remote part of the world. 

Our countenances mutually testified the pleasure 
we felt at ao unexpected an interview. — We ac- 
]cnowtedged one another with great cordiality, and 
having repeatedly expressed ouf wonder at the sin- 
gidar chance of our- meeting, the chaise being 
now drawn up, we took our seats, and proceeded 
t(;wards MAROAtE. 

To such pf my readers as may accidentally have 
experienced similar interviews with any one who ' 
has formerly shared their esteem, I need not say 
how much the faculties of the mind arc set in 
motion on such an occasion. — Memory' flies back 
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on rapid wing o'er the years that have passed a- 
way, and. gives a momentary existence to an hun- 
dred occurrences diat time hadalmostobliterated. — 
The interval lengthens-r-there are vast cliasms for 
inquiry to fill up — nor i» it the iinpertinence of 
curiosity, but the nobler motive of regard which 
seeks the gratification. 
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THE TWO BACHELORS. 



W E did not fail as we drove along to talk over 
many points that absence had rendered interesting 
to us both. — You may recollect, says Clermont 
(for that was the name of my friend) that I former- 
ly used to mention some intentions of settling my- 
self in SpAiti, as my mercantile affairs here did not 
fully answer my wishes, — a favourable occasion 
. offered on a sudden ; a^d my commerce in a short 
time became so extended, as to oblige me to visit 
many parts of the worM. — I have seen the sun 
rise and set in various climates ; and by great in- 
dustry, and the blessing of providence, have at- 
tained the point I kept ever in view, of gaining a 
sufficient fortune to live easy in my own country, _ 
— 'Tis now six months since I left Cadiz, after 
having settled my nephew in my house, whom you , 
formerly rcmembci' a tall lad, and who informed 
me t)>at he had accidentally met you a few years 
ago on the road near BoIogma, under some little 
circumstances of distress. 

. 'Twas a trifling business, said I, though it 
brought to ray knowledge an event 1 would not 
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willingly have missed ; — but of Ais zt oilr leisure. 
— The dDmber of years that h^ve elapsed since we 
last met make a great revolution ia human affairs,' 
—I then saw you a bachelor, but suppose I may 
now greet you with the happier titles of husband 
and parent.— 

These arc titles, my old acquaintance, replied 
Clermont, that would not have been displeasing 
to me ; but in truth you see me the same isoU'd, 

. iinconnec^ed creature I was then. — In the earlier 
part of life my thoughts were more engaged on 

* making a fortune, than in seeking a companion to 
share it with me — and by the time the first object 
was attained, I began to fear it was almost too late 
to think of the last. — I will however ingenuously 
own that I lament my error, as t am convinced all 
our fraternity must do, — I feel it more sensibly 
every day — feel those chasms in life — those pauses 
in happiness — which are only at my age to be fil- 
led up with domestic pleasures. 

Lord Bacon,* says I, hath written an admirable 
essay on this subject, which I wish all single men 
would bind up with their almanacks, that it might 
be in their eye whenever ihcy were noticing the 
lapse of time. — Our notions of women change as 
we change. — In youth love ^nerally overpowers 

" There are two clegint octavo volumea ji»t publiibej, of 
the £t9AT> and MiacEi.i.i!iio(ii WoBis ofiliij grt^'Htand noblr 
authoT,- which U conndetcd as a very vilauble acquistion to tb* 
MyobUc vt IctKn. 



reason i but the bachelor who lias seen his fiftieth 
year, seldom fails to let rea!>on overpower love — to 
explain myself better, the passion by that period is 
not an equal match, and the remains of .Its force are 
scared away or weakened, either by absured pre- 
judices, or contracted habits, which we grow too 
irresolute to resign ; therefore — 

— But why do we stop ? cries Clermont; — 

Only to give the horses a pail of water, replies 
the postillion — we always just refresh thein at com- 
ing into the Island. 

Nay prithee, boy, says my friend, add a whisp 
of hay to it, and we'll look about us while they 
take breath.— I think, continued he (addressing 
biroself to me) that since I left England, luxury- 
hath made so many dissipated people, who having 
no business any where, are flying post every where, 
that these hackneyed animals, for ever panting in 
the harness, are become the greatest objects of our 
compassion. 
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THE TWO BACHELORS. 



As my companion was a stranger in these parts, I 
.endeavoured, while we were out of the chaise, to 
describe to him what had been the course of the 
sea when ic gave Thahet the distinction of sn 
island. — Its ancient bed is now transfotmed into a 
fertile valley : — nor is ic less surprising, that the 
progress of such a singular revolution of Nature 
should stand unmarked by any aothentic record. — 

As we drove on we resumed the conversation 
that bad before engaged us. — I believe, says 1, 
what 1 have mentioned, is that which in general 
-foiins a banier to men, who, at a certain time of 
life, make love by reflection. Caution then usurps 
the place where Confidence only should sit, and 
leads us too frequently into such ungenerous ideas 
of the sex as .to deny them credit for half their 
claims.. — It is our conduct towards them which 
calls their virtues forth ; and the excellencies of a 
woman are never fully dilated till she is united to 
the man she loves. — The nile holds equally strong 
with regard to us Bachelors — and I am persuaded 
c3 
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that tho* marriace is a' lottery, there are p^zes in 
it to justify every adventurer. 

We must e'en make the best, replied Clebmoht 
(a little gravely) of tlie errors, as well as the events 
of life. — My relations at least will not blame my 
diffidence, and I have some worthy my car&— which 
is saying a good deal as the world goes. — It is to 
visit a sister who has taken up her summer resi~ 
dence at Makgate, and to wait the arrival of an 
India ship, soon expected, that I am drawn thi- 

■ ther. 

But I perceive, my friend, that you still style 
youricif a single man, — Whence comes it, thathaV- 

■ ing so high an opinion of the tenets of matrimony, 
you have not been yet converted to its creed? 

Froin two causes. Sir, that have influenced all 
the occuiTcnces of my lifej — ill-healtli — and ill- 
fortune, — ^The first has called my attention too 
much to rhyself— the latter given me but little claim 
to the attention of others. 

Nature, wlien she wove together the difierea^ 
tiireads which compose my whimsisa) existence, 
aeems, every here and there, from the weakness of 
the mat«')aU, to have dropped a stitoh,- so that had 
I not excrciseil the greatest care, thfi whole piece 
must long ago have unravelled. 
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This care has, since we last saw each other, 
carried me half over Europe, and is now carrying 
me to breathe again the sea air, which always re- 
cruit me i and my saddle horses are gone forward, 
that I may enjoy it with advantage. — The blade 
howcveiis much better than the scabbard, — and my 
good spirits make me maintain a sharp battle with 
my infirmities. 

You may remember that I launched out into the 
world with no inconsiderable connections, and early 
learnt that few were of real value to me. — I might 
indeed liave been mired on some solitary living, 
and buried from all society in a lonely village, or 
might have gained a paltry annuity by leading a. 
gaping boy over the continent — but desirous tS en- 
joy life on my own plan, I sat down unambitious- 
ly on my small patrimony, and unable to stretch 
my fortune to my wishes, found myself grow rich, 
by compressing my wishes within the limits of my 
fortune. — 

My only quarrel with the blind goddess is, that 
she has opposed me in pursuits most Interesting to 
me. — Fond of female converse, and possessing 
brisl spirits, and imagination, I have been per- 
petually nursing up attachments till they kindle into 
a flame ; but there was ever some greedy father, 
capricious old aunt, or miserable wretch, in the 
way, who served as a wet blanket to stifle its pro- 
gress. — It ceases to be a wonder that the conjugal 
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chain galls so many who wear it, when one observes 
interest, or persuasion so often influencing a con- 
tract which choice only should bind.— However, 
my stars have at lastguided me to a woman as in- 
dependent as she is amiable,, to whom I look for- 
' ward for all my future happiness 

— In sayingthis, my dear Jenny, all thy virtues 
. pressed on my mind, and my heart gave me a secret 
intimation that not a single hope should be disap- 
pointed ! — 

Clermont expressed ajoy at my being near an 
attainment of what he so much regretted the 
want of himself ; and perceiving we were now en- 
tering Margate, my friend on setting me down 
at the lodgings that had been taken for me, told 
me, he hoped we should have frequent occasions- 
of renewing that intercourse which he had former- . 
iy enjoyed; — you will find me, added he, at my 
sister's, whom I can introduce to you as a valuable 
woman, and who has taken up her quarters at ihc 
house (as she informs me) of an ancient fisher- 
man, whom she calls Commodore Crouch. 

— As I. live he is my old acquaintance. — lam 
glad you sleep under the roof of so honest a man ; 
— If you love reading characters, you will find 
contentment better 'described in his plain manners, 
and in his weather-beaten countenance, than in all 
the treatises that have been written on the subject. 



I HAVE known a mere collector of books return 
in great spirits from an auction with some choice 
volume, which, when purchased, he knew not in 
what part of his library to p5acc — being chart, max. 
it would not readily range with smaller, brother 
<|uarlos — among folios it lost it» consequence ;— 
'lis cried on this shelf — then on that; — here it is 
not sufficiently conspicuous— there Its binding does 
not properly contrast — a whole line of long estab- 
lished authors must fall to the ground to make room 
for the stranger, — and as much time is often be- 
stowed to procure the poor book a settlement, as 
it originally took to be printed. — Indeed when this 
labour of whim is over, it frequently remains ever 
after undisturbed by the owner, and keeps its sta- 
tion till the next heir sentls it, with all its compani- 
ons, to the Christie of the day, to experience a 
similar fate from some other literary viituoso. 

— Now life is much too short to be passed in ' 
trifling arrangements — thoie who possess little, 
reailily find a corner to lay it down ; — and as all 
lAy moveables lie in a narrow compass, and having - 
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been an itinerant myt elf through die world from 
the age of twenty, I am as perfectly lettled and at 
borne whatever place 1 go to, ja three hours, aa I 
am when I have remained in tt as many luontlia ; 
-— 'tb but unstrapping my chaise trunk, laying out 
oiy odds and ends, and the affair is over.— 

This temper of mind is to be acquired by - a 
resoluEion to be contented with things as they turn 
ont, and an endeavour to deduce some pUasi^ 
from eveiy object one raeeis. — 

Without this disposition, I would counsel: no 
man to set out on his travels — he had better be ar- 
rested for debt, and seek no bail, than get into - a 
post-chaise on such a design. — Hence half pur 
Toy age- writers, viewing the world in ill-humour, 
have seen and described it ten times worse than it 
really is. ' ' ' 

A splenetic acquaintance of mine, to vary a scene 
of idle life, resolved to rankc an extensive tour on 
the continent, and set out with an intention to visit 
halfthe globe. — The crossing from Dover natural- 
ly made him sick — the vessel readied Caxais at 
lo^^ water, so that the harbour was naturalh/ dry 
— the boatmen who took him to shore naturally 
imposed on him in their demand — the officers of 
the customs gave him nalitrally some little trouble. 
— ^The room he was put into at the inn bad no 
carpet — he conceiied'he should catch cold — and 
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^this occa«ioned MonMcnr T>iastui'a/ncasseS to 
be intolerably^ ill drest. — / wish I was at home 
- again-' said, he—and so would have wished all tl^y 
friends, had they seen thy melancholy plight.— 0(j 
'he would go, tho' itn<^inarily ill— and every thing 
of course went on ill with. him. — ^The Frencji 
roads were abominablcT— the great Gothic church 
at Amiens was nothing to Rochester cathedral — 
the capital scarce bigger than Westminster — and 
ihe Hotel des Invalides not t<> be compared to the 
Horse-Guards at Whitehai-l. 

> If thine eye ao perversely considers all.it vieweth 
— if so many dJsai^oiiitments cross thy liitle piU 
grimsge to Paris, how wilt thou ever in peace 
veach Jerusalem ? 

: .Why he never' did, nor went one step fanher;-r 
di^iisted with every thing— because disgusted with 
himself, he tunied back to pester his friends with 
fats grievances — after fretting himself into a bilious 
.^conpplaint which Bath waters cannot wash a%vay 
J— the cause being too remote for their operation. 
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. Tout est arrangi (said my honest French n~ 
Ictf wlio had made the tour of Europe witli me) 
Monsieur n'a rien afarie — by which I understood 
that the contents of my hunk were disposed \a 
pn^jcr order. 

— Then I have not a care to my back, says.I„ 
except what my solicitude for the object of iijy 
aflection constantly iuspiret ; — so while I eat my 
break&st 111 e'ea think -what I have to do here f 

This is indeed a question I have asked myself in 
many a remote city and province ; and I will in- 
genuously own that I have too often been unable 
to give myself a satisfactory answer. — At Margate , 
however the reply v^as ready — 'twas to recruit my 
health, — 'Twas business enough— I wish I had, 
had a better errand. — 

I was loitering over my tea in the most perfect 
idleness, running over an odd volume of Gil Blas 
which lay in my landlady's window, and had so 
thoroughly lost myself in some of his admirable 
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scenes of human life, that my servant brought me 
my things to dress, before I had considered on my 
plan of operation, — The matter however was soon 
decided by the arrival of my iViend Clermont, " 
who insisted that I should devote the d4y to him 
and his family. 

During my residence at Margate I passed 
much -of my time amongst them, and found my- 
self indebted to their society for many of my 
most pleasnrable hours. 

Amelia, Clermont's sister, was at that peri- 
- od of life when a woman of good understanding 
and of amiable manners, finds the attention of our 
sex securt:d to her on the juscest claims, and has but 
little to regret from the departure of youth. — She 
was die widow of a richHAMBOROUCfi merchant, 
was of a sprightly, humane disposition, and pos- 
sessed such a combination of excellent qualities, 
as rendered ber a most valuable character. 

Having no children, she had conceived a very 
partial esteem for a young lady then with her, 
whose name was Marianne, whose deceased mo- 
ther had been thro' life one of her most intimate 
friends, — Ahelia never spoke of her but in the 
most affectionate terms, calling her often her a- 
dopied daughter; and gave me lo understand, that 
Marianne oq the death of her father four years 
before, being left without any near lelattons but a 
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brother, whose conduct towards her had been in 
the highest degree reproachable, she had solicited 
her' to accept of her own care and protection, 
* wishing to become as a sscond mother to ho*. — 
Nor do I know, added Amelia, whether her 
own merits have not even more gained on my 
love, than the remembrance of the amiable friend 
from whom she sprang. 

Marianne was in her twenty-fourth year, 
was tall, and elegantly formed, — she Jiad in her 
countenance that air of sensibility, which, when 
accompanied with a pleasing set of features, hath 
ever struck me as more than equivalent to that 
unmeaning regularity of face, which in general 
constiti^tes more perfect beauty. — Nature had be- 
stowed on her an admirable understanding, which 
had been greatly improved by a more advantageous 
sort of reading than the younger part of her sex 
. usually adopt — She had gre^t ease and vivacity, 
tempered with a serenity of mind peculiarly pleas- 
ing j yet her spirits were at times somewhat cloud- 
ed over, but which I accounted for from the fa- 
mily disquietude which Amelia had above com- 
municated to me. 

As I shall have occasion to introduce these la- 
dies again to the reader, I have given these sKght 
hints of their characters, every one having a curi- 
osity to know something of those with whom they 
are accidentally thrown into company. 



It is observed by somebody (no matter whom, as 
it is an ob|crvation any one mi^itmake) thst.every 
body is to be found every where buta^ liomei and 
vboever puts his head into the multitude of public 
places, i^hi^h the ingenuity of the age hath invent- 
ed for dissipation, will not hesitate a moment to 
allow the jtKtocss of the remark-— 

Those who travel about from motives of curib- 
tity, arc engaged in a pursuit which may, from a 
variety of considerations, be truly laudable. — 

Those who are driven abroad by want of health, 
tarry with them aa undeniable passport.-— 

And the children of affliction, who are seeking 
6y foreign objects to divert their attention from 
some looted sorrow, will ever be followed by the 
wish of humanity, that they may attain the point , 
they aim at ! 

But I fear the much larger part of those who 
swell the crowd at placet of public retort like thiii 
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t^ome with little other intention than to trifle away 
those hours in company which would at home be 
heavily borne. — Hence it is that so many people 
fly from their own spacious mansions, in which 
they have the means of gratifying every want, 
and coop themselves up in a miserable contracted 
lodging, where they must submit to all its attend- 
ant inconveniences — and this for the sole purpose. 
of i:illmg lime, 

I niust own. Madam, that there is quite the 
air of knight-errantry in the idea. — I sec you salty 
out from the gate of your castle, armed with every 
wish to subdue your oppressor, but unfortunately 
wanting the only weapons by which you may dis- 
arm him of his power over you. 

But we'll argue the point, Madam, for I am 2 
traveller like yourself, tho' (I thank heaven) not 
set out on the same errand. — Your arc come to kill 
time, I to make him an agreeable companion. 
Besides, you have only yourself to gratify, — I 
have a large family to look to, and must Iceep all 
my readers in good humour. 

Killing of time, my dear lady, is a serious bu- 
siness — Every body talks of it as a thing easily 
effected; but if you will credit what I' tell you, 

■all the labours of Hercules were a flea-bite to it; 
for time is not to be destroyed.— It is jiKt sneh a 

.thing.as the Polypes, or (for 1 h»te a simile tha^ 
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does not lie at niy elbow) just like one of the Sea. ■ 
Anemonies chat are found on the rocks of Mab.- 
CAT£, wliich you may cut long ways, or cross 
ways, or end ways, or edge ways, or any ways 
you please, still every part you separate becomes 
an entire whole, and the parent anioial equally 
perfect as before — Thus when you have slipt off 
from lime, days, and weeks, and months, and 
years, new days, and weeks, and months, and 
years shoot immediately into their places, and this 
instantaneous succession must be eternal.-^ - 

If niy simile is good for any thing, time, with 
respect to yourself, is immortal, and therefore 
never to be killed. 

Now when one is harassed by an adversary loo 
, powerful to be overcome, it is a wise inaxitn to 
win him to our interest. Besides, the tenderness 
of your ovm heart. Madam, would never excite 
in you a wish to destroy any thing — you do not 
want to kill time, you only wish to prevent him, 
from plaguing you ; and there are a thousand ways 
by which you may make h.\m your friend. — It is. 
not with minds occupied in the avocations of do- 
mestic life, or exercised in the duties of pro- 
fessions and business, that time opens hostilities ; 
-T-he attacks only tlie idle and the dissipated, and 
; such whoraiafFIuence and lux^iry have enervated. — 
We. are i^\ naturally formed for action ; and if 
' thi^c who. ape ^lac^ by fortune beyond the toils. 
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the wants, and the anxieties, which the generality 
of roanltind arc doomed' to feel, would cultivate 
the many noble pursuits and studies which lie open ■ 
to them, (hey might ever have entertainments of 
their own to revert to in all their leisure hours ; 
nor be compelled to drive about the world with 
languid countenances, and live on the miserable 
charity of public amusemenis. 

Those who have various lesources in themselves, 
feet that independency of mind which all must 
covet, nor are ever conscious of the oppressions 
. of time ; they meet its approach with joy, and 
only blame the rapidity with which he seems to 
steal away from .them. — Such as have the most of 
these will ever be found rhe happiest ; — chearful- 
ness is the natural result of exertion, and man the 
only being we know of in creation to whom time 
appears often burthensome. 

For how many centuries did the successors of 
Saint Peter make all the potentates of Europe 
ride behind them P — and trotted them'up hill, and 
dpwn hill, over rough and Smooth, just as they 
pleased to lead the way j — for their holinesscs al- 
ways bestriding a mule, paitook a good deal of the 
humour of the beast that carried them — Our 
Eighth Harry was one of the first who openly 
quarrelled with the pillion, and resolved to rids 
single, and independent i the advantages of .which 
England bath been sensible of ever since.^ 
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Wliile we . are able, like the Pope, to ride 
foremost, and keep time on the crupper, which is 
the case of the active, the ingenious, aod the hap- 
py, we may with more in&Uihility than the see of 
Rome ever possessed, assert, that we have time at 
our command \ and every thing we meet with at- 
tracts and delights. — But if we live at the mercy of 
time by being behind, vi^ are dragged on at what- 
ever pace he pleases to move, — the reins are out of 
our hands, and the whole jouroej^ of life growt 
teuiou*. aod irksome — 

This it merely a hint en passant, and my readers 
remain at full liberty to ride whichever way they 
like best.—, 
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JT was one of thore delicious mornings when the 
tun risea in unclouded beauty, and darts in at 
every window, to solicit the slumberer to walk 
forth and contemplate *he glories of nature. — 
Having no shutters to my chambefj and lying with 
yellow certains drawn round me, I awaited in a 
blaze of light too irresistible ta suflfcr ine to close 
my eyes again.— 

'Tis a morning not to be lost, said I, — eo dres- 
sing hastily, I sallied out, to inhale its fresji breath 
from the sea. — ^The fishing-boats were all employe 
ed at a distance~thc bathing machines all busy ia 



[.jniMOvCOO'^lt^ 



the water— «very thing was moving— every thing 
was gay and chearful. 

Having strolled leisurely and pensively along the 
sands that lead towards Birchington, I sat down 
in my return, on the edge of the low range of 
rock called The Nailor, to muse over the tide 
that was gently stealing in on the flat shore ; and 
while my eyes were wandering over the scene that 
was spread before me, my thoughts became so 
totally cn|;aged by it, that they insensibly worked 
themselves up into the following address. 



THE ADDRESS TO THE SEA. 

HAIL ! thou inexhaustible source of wonder and 
contemplation ! — Hail ! thou multitudinous ocean ! 
whose waves chase one another down like the ge- 
nerstions of men, and aiter a momentary space 
we imraergad for ever in oblivion ! — Thy fluctuat- 
ing waters wash the varied shores of the world, 
, aod while they disjoin nations, whom a nearer 
connection would involve in eternal war, they cir- 
culate their arts, and their labours, and give health 
and plenty to mankind. 

How glorious ! liow awful are the scenes thou 
dlapl ay ca t !— Whether we view thee when every 
wind is hushed,— when tlie morning sun, as now, 
stivers die kvel line of the horizon, — or when its 
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evening tract is msrlced ifith fluiung gald, aai 
thy tinrippled bosom reflects the radiance of the 
overarching Heavens' — Or whether we behold 
thee in thy terrors ! — when the black tempest 
sweeps thy swelling billows, and the boiling 
surge mixes with the clouds, — when death rides 
the stonn, — and humanity drops a fnjitless tear for 
the toiling mariner whose heart is sinking i^ith 
dismay. — 

Tftnd yet, mighty deep ! 'tis thy surface alone 
we view— Who can penetrate the secrets of thy 
wide domain ? — What eye can visit thy immense 
rocks and caverns, that teem with life and vegeta- 
tion ? — Or search out the myriadsof objects, whose 
beauties lie scattered over thy dread abiines^ — 

The mind staggers with the immensity of iw 
cvnccptions, — and whm she contemplates thdjhtx 
and rejlux of thy tides, which from the begin- 
ning of the world were never known to err, how 
does she shrink at the idea of that Divine Power, 
which originally laid thy foundations so sure, and 
whose omnipotent voice hath £xed the limits where 
tky proud waves shall be stayed ! 

But from the spot where I ani now sitting. I 
must address thee as that oblivious flood into wiiich 
we plunge to dnrwn our iitfirmitiei,-^fiov/ many 
diseases, real or imaginary, are now washing off 
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under yoaier nmge of canra^ machiiAs, drawn 
up in rows in the i^^ater, like a flying camp I — 

The fine lady withdraws hereelf from the plea- 
surable toik of high life, to new brace those 
nerves which luxury hath relaxed.— 

The ban vivant who has eat away his stomach, 
solicits from thee a new appetite. — 

The antiquated virgin who has shunned every 
warmer embrace, flies eager and unattired into 
thine.— 

The^fliin^ and the health/ court thee for plea- 
sure — the barren to becon^e fruitful — the debauch£ 
a^ of thee a restorative— the corpulent a scour- 
ing—the Jeeble, strength — the hj/poc/toHdriac, 
spirits— and the numerous family of the rheumatic, 
a set of muscles more pliant than they possess. 

Good heavens I what a. world of wants I — and 
what claims, bountiful Ocean, for thee to an- 



Whcther the diseases of life multiply — or that 
thy medicinal virtues have been but lately disco- 
vered, is a question which I leave to the decision 
of the ■ college : certain it is, that thy shores are 
daily more crouded with suppliants. — Every little 
town thou washest, so sv^rms now with a species 
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of inhabitants, unknown to it in former times, 
thar the antient. tsnams of tbe'fdace are compelled 

to stretch out their homely dwellings into more spa- 
cious bouses, for the admission of the migrating 
fitranger ! This circumstance proves, in one sense, 
a considerable gain to them ; but an evii that a^ . 
crues from it is, that neither their manners, hm 
their morals, remain long what tliey werC; — the 
incursions of the opulent and profligate disttrb 
their peaceful domains ; while their examples cx- 
, cite dttires unfelt before, and which 'being (elt, - 
cannot always be giatified but at the expcnce-of 
integrity. 

The old inhabitant possibly tftkes his revAge" 
by imposing on the stranger as much as he can ;'' 
but alas 1 how greatly is fie a losir ontftc vih^V 
ConW he ever have reflection enough to strike^C 
balance, he would find the gain which arises Fr'Oih 
the exercise of low cunning, is but a poor ex- 
change for that caftn pfoiVmcM which is- the mo- 
derator of the heart, and that simpHcity whidi' fsi 
-the guardian of virtue. ■ ^ ' 
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THE BATHING-ROOM. 



VJN entering oilc of the bathing- rooms, where 
people assemble and converse till such time as theit 
turns come to take the raadiines, I was agreeably 
Surprised tp find a face ot two among the company 
whlcJi I had three yean before often seen in the 
same place. 

We were reciprocally glad at the interview. It 
is a pleasing circumstance to invalids to meet after 
a considerable absence ; — their hopes are mutually 
fortified, being thereby induced to conceive there 
is not so much mortality in their complaints as they 
may have suspected. 

My lean carcase was coroplimentod on being 
plumped out since^ we had last seen each other ; — 
I returned as gracious a salute to the bilious gen- 
tleman who had the civility to tell me so, — but I 
fear it was in both of us rather the oaring of good- 
nature than truth. 

A poor crippled figure, with an eye of languor, 
was commending the improved, looks of a lady, 
whose (ace wore die colour of an Indian pickle, 
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which was strongly coufirmed by a nervous gentle- 
woman, who sat in the next chair, shaking like a 
China Josse. 

The flegraatic — the unfeeling, may tax these lit- 
tle attentions of humanity with the opprobrious 
name of dissimulati&n ; but I will ever maintBiii, 
that it is among the counesies oFlifc to keep peo- 
ple in good humour wttb themselves ; — I am con- 
fident it is the surest method to make thetn so with 
those. about them, and the world nibs on pleasantly 
by it.— This disposition, if analyzed, may be re- 
dnced to a modification of flattery, but 'tis divested 
of its nauseating quality, rendered palatable, and 
Bwalloweil with satisfaction. 

Now flattery in the gross, unmodified, or, as it 
is commonly termed, gross flatter^', asks a mOst f(tf- 
tunate coincidence of cticumstances to make it gO 
down at all i for if too strong to be stomached, or 
i{l-timed, it never fails to bring disgrace. «i the 
person who oScrs it* 

Svch was the fcH-tune of a French poet, who 
[K'etentcd to Louis the xivih rn elaborate ode on 
. the many conquests and triumphs he had obtained ; 
in which, agreeably to the unintelligible sublimity 
of ode-writing, he was styled of Mace DiviTte,~~ 
Omnipotent, — Immortal. — Ir chanced to be the 
only piece of paper in his majesty's pocket, when a 
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violent fit o£ the gripes (which can sully even the 
splendor of a French throne) had placed the victor 
of the world on a chaise percee-^ 

Pinched almost to death', and detained on his 
»eat in that humiliating situation, the ticks of J^'- 
. vine, Ommpolent, and Immortal, pre^iented them- 
selves, at that instant, but as inocierj/ and insult — 
tl)c pride of the monarcli yielded to the sensibilitj/ 
of the man, and the ode was applied to that purpose 
which should ever be the fate of prostituted flat- 
tery. — 

Most of the company bad talked over their own 
case, which invalids are particularly fond of doing, 
and all had given a judgment on the sea ; but in 
general so contradiaory, that had I formed 
my opinion on theirs, it would have amounted 
iveaFly to this— that it thinned and it thickened the 
blood — it strengthened — it weakened — it made 
peoi4e fat — it made them lean — it braced — it relax- 
ed — it was good for every things— and good ft^ 
bothing. — 

Jt mil wash you all clean, however, says a. 
grave gentleman in the-gallery, if it does nodilng 
else. — 

I had, from my first coming into the tnthbg- 
rooQXa observed the person who thnw out this ob> 
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servatkni, sitting clcrie to the h^loEtiade. He wm 
in a night'Cap, and goId-laccd hat, -wnpfed in a 
great coat, with a silk handkerduef tied round hw 
neck. — As he had remained silent till now, and 
had uttered his only sentence in a tc«e of dry hu™ 
mour, I wished to see a little more of him ; and ^ 
fioonas the machines had gradually carried off the 
company, I accosted him with the trite (juettioo of. 
Sir, don't you bathe ? 

Bathe, Sir ! — no " truly, not'I — ^"tis diversion 
enough to see others do it.— Wet, or dry, none 
will be out of the fashion — I see all the folks here, . 
young, or old, take to the water as naturally as the 
Suck — they seem to me to make a Popish Saint of 
the sea. — What a cackle did yonder women keep 
about its miracles, — and the mad dog was not taken 
into the account neither. — By what one hears in 
these places, if it were not for broken limbs, all our 
hospitals might be shut up. — 

— The virtues of sea-water, said I, may be over- 
rated — but I still think it an instrument of health to 
many — you are happy to have no demand on it. — 

1 beg your pardon for that, replied my gentle- 
man — presenting me such an enriched full face, as 
had not obtained its colouring at a small expence, 
— if I have no demand. Sir, my physician has sent 
me for three months fromLoNDOn onafool's errand 
•7-and yet he is an honest fellow, too, and I follow 



53 

hb rales— bat he prohibiK me my ntorniag whet 
— denksme good sauce and Cayenne pepper with 
my fisK — drenches me with aah water and mutton 
hfoth — and obUges me to sit and walk two hours 
every morning by the sea. aide, and as many after 
dinner, in order la smell the sea-mud. — As it was 
aliigh tide to-day, I took my station in this gallery 
^•bnt I believe (lookii^ at his watch) I have al- 
ready snuffed up my morning service, and shall 
now go to the cofFee-house to breakfast. — 

■ Yoa smile. Sir, (added- he) and well, you may — 
.for who the devil could persuade one ihat a had 
stomach might be mended by any thing that ilid not 
go into it thro' tlie natural channel of the mouth ?-^ 

■; , -^None» but a phi/skian. Sir.— 
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THE READER'S lX>OKiNG -GLASS. 



l^ONJECTURAL criticism may be considwed 
as extremely analogous totrtoculatton — the opetZ' 
tion in both aits being nearly the same ; — a piMe~ 
ture or incision is made in whatever subject we 
take in hand, something foreign to its Jtatural 
composition insinuated into it, whose mbtilty n to 
circulate throngh the whole mass ; — and if there 
arise from it some tumours or excrescences which 
have sufficient force to ripen intonctc mattert Ae 
' critic and the surgeon have obtained their end; 

Now it is one of the blessings of the present en- 
lightened age, that inoculation and criticism are 
made easy to all capacities ; and both so universally 
exercised, that sn author May as idiy hope to escape 
the small-pox, b» that his labonre in some part or 

other will escape a Mse interpretations Tlie 

wisest step wc can take in either Case, is to be pro- 
perly prepared before-hand, 

I have therefOTe ever thought the djvidtngaworic 
into chapters, the most advantageous mode of 
writing! for while it ofiecs the reader, who has a 
Jong volume to travel through, commodious bait- 
ingplacei, either to take breath, or to take a nap, it 

....Cciglc , 
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gives the auihor a litde leisuie to look abont him, 
to consider if he is going on safely, and to guard 
against eveiy accident that nwy befidl bim. 

The greatest obstructions to the successful jour- 
ney of an author, aiise from the diSerent complex- 
ion and temper of his readcH. It will, of course, 
be as useful to him as a book of the roads, (o carry 
in Us mind their various characters, that he may 
the' better perceive which of them he should defend 
'. tiimaelf against, and which of (hem it ought to be 
fait more particular aim tQ pUase. 

. Whatever thesubjeet be which he ^^e;^ts of, thp 
generality of those *ho, by accident, or inclination, 

■become his, J¥4ders, may be ranked, under one or 

other of the foUowin^ desicnptions : 

. The SuPERFiciAi. reader. 
The Idle reader, 
:■,.. . The StEEPY-rcader, 
. , , The Pebvwh reader, 
Tlie Candid reader^ 
. The CoNjECTURAi. reader. 
»- 

I tosy possibly not escape censure for liaving 
omitted the Learned reader, to whom so many 
' pre&ces and dedications have formerly been ad- 
'- dte5scd,-^bQt this was in the times when leaxntng 
was-posBeaied by few. — tin this age, so enriched bj 
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the inutidalion* of the press, every auttior t» to pM- 
sumc that all his renders are teamed, — tto wje he- 
ing willing to disputea tide which may call jn ques- 
tioa the vdiditjr of his own. 

The Superficial reader is one "who finds not 
leisure, or inclication, for more licin^aturA thari he 
can take in over a loitering breakfast, or whilst his 
hair-drcsser is adjusting his person.— He cometifs 
himself with extracts fitint newspapers, maga%ia«s, ■ 
and remVan— skitns over title-pages and indexes, 
and adding to them the smuggled o[»niotls Of thosfe 
who look deeper into books, passes at routs and 
'tea>tables for a well-read gentleman.— ■ 

The Idle reader is the reverse of the former.— 
He is a great peruser of little volumes, bni rqads 
withoDt method, or pursuit, not makmg inow- 
ledge, h\n amusement, his object. — 

— He is; in one sense, of the happiest class, for 
he is in no danger ofever reading himself out; m 
many persons being daily employed to perpetnatc 
his pteagures, by seducing n(We/»~lktle histifFies, 
which familiarize the arts of intriguing^-McToom 
of Prostitutes— Aa<!cAotti of Women of QuaiUy ■ 
— and Lives of Highwaymen. 

The Sleepy Reader is *«r amui of a dtdl lan- 
guid temperament, both of body and mind. — He 
takes up a book when hV-can do nothing else, and 
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poresowr it, tUl it <lrops from his liantl ;— or if by 
repeated attacks he fairly arrives at the Finis oi a 
volunK, be has waded through it so between sleep- 
ing and waking, that it is often a doubt wich him- 
self whether he has read it at all. — 

No works of genius are ever seen on his shelves, 
they are' of too stimulating a nature, and would 
defeat his purpose,— ^ut a plenty of soporific irea* 
titea, under the varied titled titles of Journals, An-. 
TiQialicits, Books of Controversy, and Melap/ijf- 
sical Dmerlation. — 

An old relation of. mine, who dicdatnariyr to 
the gout, used, as he sat in his study, to estimate 
his bookd nQl-(tam*\ta pleasure, but froin the gvod 
naps they had:BSai'ded'h>m> — I'hts, cousin, jajd he 
-9-{p&inttng round the room with hia <:rutch}v;^us 
is a composer — this a doser — every twenty pages 
of this excellent author is as comfortable as a glass 
of f»ppy JMl<r.-^l believe I W9S neai ' three 
ODOntbs sleeping through yonder large volume ; 
ami to this worthy little genleinan on the nuddle 
ihelf, } WBS indebted for two admirable night's 
■rat, when a chalk-stone was fonuinginniy toe.—' 
But my most valoaUe friend is this set of books by 
. the side of my couch.-~-I call them my grand 
opiate, and as a mark of distinction, my flannel 
nif^-cap geoerally lie« upon them. — 

D 5 
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Now I am well aware that when thcte Shetthes 
from Nature shall appear, half my readers will be 
on the tip-toe of curiosity to know how the last- 
mentioned books were lettered ; but u I have not, 
I hope, a tpice of ill-nature in my compotitiDn, K 
publicly declare the secret shall die with me. 

The Peevish reader is made up of eenceit and 
■SlrhitmouT-—Ht cavils with the design, the colour- 
ing, or the finishing, of every piece that comes 
before him.— Few have sufficient merit to extort 
his approbation — he had rather even be silent, than 
commend, and £nds his highest satisfaction in dis- 
covering fimlts. — 

A roan of this cast is an object of compassion ; 
for Id the imperfect s^ate of human labours, he must 
ftm hii time very miserably J — 

— But let as leave him to the severe destiny of 
vever being please4 ; — To counterpoise his spleen, 
bdiold the Candid reader appears. — Amiable spi- 
rit ! in thee I contemplate the gentleman, the 
scholar, the true critic — slow to censure — eager 
to ^plaud ! convinced by what arduous steps su,- 
perior excellence is attained, thy liberal mindche- 
risheth every effort of genius, and unwillingly con- 
demns what thy correct judgment cannot approve. — 

But, Cakdid reader 1 thy character hath been 
more happily delineated by a long-admired wiiiet ; 
in quoting whose linel, I cannot resist this occa- 



nan toixf, (bat they are as sttmgif descriptiye of 
the amiableaess of his own. 

— " Yes ; they whom candor and true tajtE fiisprey 

" Blame not with half the psuion AieyailaiiKi > 

" EmJi Uttle blemnh with rc^tt deswy, 

" £at l»arlc the beautlej with a rajitur'd eje."" 

TTie CowjECTUHAi. reader brings op the rear ; 
in speaking of wiiom I desire to be understood as 
confining my remarks solely to conjectural criri- 
cism, — He is, or should be, a man of parts, who 
exercises his ingenuity on deceased writers, by 
clearing up passages he supposes theyleft obscure, 
and imerprcting them by his own conceptions — dis-' 
covering beauties where the author perhaps intend^ 
ed none, and tracing out meanings he might never 
have in vicv?. — 

RoDOLPHUs Gander Guytche, the ^mous 
professor at the university of Hall, ia his preface 
to the three supplemental \o]umes of his commen- 
taries, printed in^^ut, at Leii>sic, mentions that 
it was his constant custom, while engaged in that 
elaborate work, to ruminate on his subject in his 
great chair, till he insensibly fell asleep,— 
" During which time," says be, "I always found 
" that my thoughts digested themselves into matter. 
" and method, and on my-awaking, I was able the 
** more successfully to prosecute my labours." 

* These tinei are la be Ibund in Ui elegnut pnlogue, written 
b; 'WiuiAM M».a«rB, E«q- to tlu traced; of "Cle<Kie.'* 
D 6 
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I wish die example of this valuable criwc nraf 
not have too much influenced succeeding comment 
tators ; some of whom adopting the professot'a 
na/);>tn^ trAdiV, without possessing his ^t of lising 
from it with a clear head, have not always suffi- 
ciently separated their i^rfum from their sulj^eti. 

As I make no doubt but that this little work will 
be read an hundred years hence, when I may pro- 
bably be out of the way to aiiswer for myself,— it 
iiiay then happen that some ConjecturA):. 
KeaD£k, canvassing the latter part cf tite pre- 
ceding chapter, may sagaciously conclude, from 
my sending a patient to smell the sta mud for his 
recovery, that I thereby meant to ridicule the prac- 
tice of physic. 

To save his penetration the triumph of such a 
discovery! as well as to rescue that page from the 
burthen of a note, I hereby avow, that I entertain 
the highest esieem for the faculty, and consider the 
physicians in general of this kingdom, as by far the 
most learned body of men it possesseth,— combining 
with their particular knowledge so beneficial 'to 
mankind, all the most liberal and extensive sciegces, 
—and when lo the superior abilities of a Hebekden , 
lean see united that distinguished humanity, and 
that sweetness of manners which adorn his amiable 
life, — it forms such a character as we must ever look 
up to with love and lespect. 
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' I had fntarc occasions lo know that the person 
I convci-Bcd with in tlie bathing-room was Mr. 
Deputy Griskin", an eminent broker of the city, — 
a thorough bon vivant, — who sang a jolly song- — 
never missed a parish or city feast — nor finished 
any treaty for a considerable contract, without 

-making a good dinner at the King's Arms the 
concluding article. — Having with unwearied ap- 
petite eat his way through life, he might probably 
have eat it to the grave, had not his physician, who 

. knew that abstinence was all that was necessary to 
reinstate his health, and in whose opinion he placed 
much confidence— rh it on the above-mentioned ex- 
peilieat to withdraw him from the ta/ile and bottle. 

I popped on Mr. Deputy Griskin six months 
afiei', as he was eating a bason of turtle soup at 
Horton'b, — when, tipping me a wink as I sat 
down by him—" This is better," says he, " than 
" your Margate water-works; — you find I ant 
" out of my leading-strings now ;— however, the 
" doctor isavery honest gentleman, andlbelieve 
" I shall have another amcil at the mud next 
"seasonl" 
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ONATUREI it is to thee that I devote myself, and 
dedicate my pen I — How dost ihoa enrapture those 
. who contemplate thy charms ! — WJiat dignity, 
what beauty in thy paiotii^ ! — 'Tis a hand im- 
nortal (hat hath traced them ! — Nothing presses 
imbceoaiingly on the sight ! — Harmony prevails 
throaghout, — and lights and shades are so blended, 
and so lost in one another, that all is serenity aitd 
repose !— 

It is just thus in a natural picture of human 
life, which has not been injured by vice, or injudi- 
ciously retouched by art. The pans being ori' 
ginally tvell disposed, there is a truth and simpli' 
city in the outlines, — the inlrasions oi affectation 
o^nd not the sense— no false colouring disturbs 
the design i its shadows, ils glows, and its reflec- 
tions, are all found just ; — and good humour, like 
the orb of day, gives a sunshine to every featute, 
and finishes a piece we can never look on but with 
pleasure !— 
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More might be made of thballmion — but as I 
hate to TUB a thought to death, I'll leave it to 
those who lore the sport.— It has sufficiently an- 
swered my purpose, which was only to conduct 
my reader to the banning of the next chapter. 
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THE PARAUEr 



-, XhOSE who have gaccd die Pantiles at TuN- 
BRiDGE, ,or the Sleine at Bbighthelmstone; 
will, I doobCnot, be startled at the boldness of a 
writer, who should prefer the Parade at MabgXt]^ 
to either. — But I must ever decide in favor of na- 
ture, as long as my voice can articulate a note of 
approbatiMi. — 

— Man dieu I cries my man of taste, as be is 
sipping his chocolate, est il possible f — I expected 
as much. ' 



Now I hold, that whoever opposes another's 
opinion, even in matters of no moment, is bound 
in honour to declare what hiv own is founded on. 

Among the errors of .the present age, it is riot 
the leasE that, we become every day more the mi- 
mics of one another ; we are not less assiduous in 
casting our manners, and our sentimenls, into the 
prevailing mode of behaviour, than wc are in cut- 
ting our doaths to the relgiiing fashion— in bqth, 
avowad imitators of the French, though eternity 
will o(%rtake us before there will be a probability 
of our being really like them. 

Foreign nations have constantly remarked ours, 
as abounding with a greater diversity of character 
than any other. — Our genius gives the inclinatioD,' 
and the independency of individuals allows us the 
indulgence of it. — I am concerned to add, that this 
remai'k is continually growing less authorized ; — we 
are mouldering ourselves apace into one shape,— 
and I fear ihe future novelist, or comic writer, will 
find himself obliged to paint more from idea, than 
^omreal Hfe. 

L/arge companies, composed of people of a sii- 
perior station, exhibit but so many personages of , 
the same cast, ditinguishable only by the gradation 
of age or beauty. — If you would look for manners 
untainted by affectation, or marked with simplicity, 
they must be sought among those of a middle rank. 
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or of no rank at all.— The progKu of fa^ioo hath 
not yet so Bwept from the vraUn of this place, that 
Hvtrsity I have been speaking at, but that there 
still arc to be met with many plain, uorefiocd cha- 
racters, interiAinglcd with the more polished 
crowd. The frequent tmports and txport$ of the 
Hoys constantly maictaia the inequaUty, and 
spread a more spacious canrass. 

-^The decent (ladesman slips from town for his 
balf crown, and strolls up and down the Parade a» 
Brach tt his cut -A he treads bit own shop. — 

His wife, who perhaps never eloped so far from 
the metropolis -before, stares with wooder at the 
many new objects which surround her, — her eyca 
speak her pleased with every thing— -and "^e -<ot>cn- 
hess of her hean confesses it i careless of the>scei»> 
fill sneer of more improvcdtravdlera. 

The fanner's roey-chedceddai^bteronHses tbe 
island on her pilliiui, impatient to peepLat the LoM- 
DOM females — ^Do but observe. Madam, with what 
astonishment they glance at one another, as if they 
had mutually seen dieir an/t/wi^f,— Heavens 1 
would you ever have imagined them to be of the 
same sex and country ?— 

The LoNDOHEK views with a disdainful sur- 
prise, the awkward straw hat, and exposed ruddy 
eotmtenance of the rustic nymph j who, in hn 
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turn, Ecrutiaizes the inexplicable coiffure of her 
criticiser, onablc to conceive what can have beial- 
Ten t\it features of a/ace of which Venose is the 
only visible sign.— 

But hark ! — die loudgiggle — and the toss of the 
head, which dencKes it belongs to somebody — pro. 
chim the best company arrived. — Every female re- 
posing on a long CTOok-stick, half as high again «$ 
herself; that one would swear they were jutt 
arrived from a putting party in the woods.— All ia 
clatter' — all is motion,— "the crowd thicieas with 
fine gentlemen, and fine ladies ; while their echoM^ 
ui the forms of valetsand chambermaids, fill np the 
-Bidescenes, andenrich diegroupi-^ 

'" The plain fsherman, leaning over the rath of 
' fhe Pier, attends to, and contemplates, the jargon 
uf alt the pretty men and women who pass and ro> 
pass him, wiihont envying the first, , or feeling a 
■*!sh excited for the httter. — The trmh is, bis lew 
rolled, circufflscribed ideas, never attained the duU 
siiblimity of polished life— it is written in charac- 
ters to him unintelligible, and one line of /future is 
worth it all.— 
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SAINT LAURENCE. 



There reigns through most part of the Isle of 
Thanet, and particularly so, for many milesaround 
Margate, such an extraordinary neatness in the 
husbandry, that the fields, which lie chiefly open, 
appear like a wide-extended garden, presenting the' 
eye on every side with fertility and beauty ; while 
the trimness of the many villages, which arc scat- 
tered Over it,, shews that the hand of industry pre- 
vail^ throughout. 

As the sea air, fou] exercise^ are more beneficial 
to me than a course of mud'SmelUng, I generally 
pass four or five hours every day in rambling over 
this delightful scenery. 

In one of my rides the otlicr morning, I acci- 
dentally met with an aojuaint^nce, ^hu had taken . 
ft little habitation for his summer residence, within 
half a mile of RamsgatE) ^hom.[ promised l;o 
take a family dinner with the first opportunity.^ — - 

As my vaj«t-(whenilhav* nicnlioiwd before) 
mu tetttsg dowo my htea^%si c^ tb4,tablej, I per* 
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ceived his hair, (which was at this hour generally 
en papillate) dressed out to the test advantage i, 
• and his black cravat very nicely adjusted. — Byiiis 
appearance, I suspected there was- something in the 
vind. — After fidgeting about Ihc room, and moving 
half a dozen things which were not out of their 
place, whilst he gained courage to speak, the busi- 
ness came out with — Apparemment, Monsieur ne 
ffaii ^oii qu'il e mU Fete cet oprea nudi i Saint 

At Saint LAtiaENCE ?— Why, that is just the 
pUce.where my friend lives ! 

. Aftej[. looking wistfully at me, the sequel of his 
iijtelligcnce was an humble request, that if I had 
no paoicular occasion for him, he might be per- 
mitted to take a walk over there himself. — 

— A Frenchman's spirits are always in full 
flow. The name of a Fete Is every thing to him ; 
— aiid he makes a File of almost any thing.-^ 

—Thou mayest ciqoy it and welcome — says I,— 
and ni go to Saint Laurence too, and see my 
friend — so step up to die itable-yard, and give or- 
ders for my horses to be ready at noon. — He left 
the room with a look that told me how much he - 
thanked me. — 

— And now, La Pierre, whilst thou art running 
widi a li^t'foot, and still lighter heart, to see 
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rvery thing prepared to my wisbi tbou tbalt be foU 
lowed by tht eulog^um ^ a igasrer, on whom tby 
faithful serricet, at we have loog jouroeycd toge- 
ther, have n« been thrown away !— Thy unshaken 
bopeity bath claimed tuy confidence I ^y artlbss 
attention my r«gard 1 — Whilit, with uawearied 
dil^efice, &ou bast galli^iped a£tar me .trough 
Framcx and Italy, full many and many a dreary 
league* how often hadi thy ii^rjeu overcome fiiffi. 
cutties ! — thy hilarity amused ! — thy simplicity in^ 
stnicted me ! — But it is in other scenes than these 
that I shall introduce thee to my niadcr, should 
ever my indolence allow me to offer the public 
those travels.— Then shalt thou make no inconsi- 
dcraWe figure on my page ! — and thy character, of 
which I now buc faintly trace the outlincSf shall 
receive from my grateful hand the just coIouring*^ 
it deserves I 



THE RUNNING MATCH; 



When a Fxenchman, m I have hinteil before, 
talks odFSlcotte is often at a loss to know what 
may constitute it. — Ijt is frequently enough for him 
that 3 number of people are assembled in their ho- 
liday cl oaths— whether for the purpose of cano- ■ 
nizing a saint, or to form a gaingueite, is not 
materUl- — Nay, liad there been jio more than a 
gingerbread fair at Saint Laurence, La Pierre 
would have probably gone thither, and returned 
too, perfectly satisfied. 

— But it happened to be something better^for 
It was really a File du-FUtage, called in this 
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country a Runnimg Match ; which is an amuse- 
ment common in these parts, though I had never 
myself seen one of ihekind, either in (he island, or 
else jvh ere. 

As my friend, after dinner, proposed we should 
be spectators of it, he obligingly gave mc a few par- 
ticulars relative to this species of rural sperts. 

A certain number of young men, who are active 
and expert at the business, for a trifling sum collect* 
ed among themselves, challenge each other to con- 
tend in i Ruhning Match. — They divide into 
two sets, as opponents ; usually about eleven on a 
side, though sometimes more ; each party wearing 
a particular coloured ribband tied about their armsl 
to distinguish them from their adversaries. , 

' Thdr method of running, as I understood, ww, 
that each side when they strippl^ for the contest, 
deposited their doaths for their respective goals, it 
the distance of eight or ten rods from one anodier ; 
'lid thus arranged, stand prepared for the race.— 
As soon as it is agreed which side begins, one of 
that side sallies from the goal, who when he has 
ran out Four or five rods, is marked and chaocd by 
one of his antagonists ; whose endeavour is to pur- 
sue him, so as to be able to lay his hand upon some 
part of his body; which if he effects, this iscalled 
giving a slroke.—Bot to- prevent this effect, he 
who departed second, is, after he advances four or 
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five rods, pursutHl in his turn by another of tbejSrrf 
party ; and this last man in the sanie manner by 
another of the second party, and so alternately, 
one after another ; each striving by pursuing 'his 
adversary, who went out immediately before htm, 
to divert that advCTsary from being able to give the 
stroke to the man he was aiming to lay hold of, by 
awakening his attention to his own security ; each 
contender also taking every precaution tn his power, 
to keep to himself a retrsat open to that- goal from 
^ence he set out. 

Th(»e racers, who are expert, and have been 
0iuch accustomed to this spett, will «hace each- 
other frequently for a long time, before .there will-" 
be s single streAe received im either side. 

As soon as it happens that a stroke is given, the 
lAce ts immediately sto[q>ed, and every man returns 
to his i-e^ctivc goal.— The party that has loetMs 
Oroke then renew the race as before, frivi whiuli 
cv«r«ide obtains ihc Jirtt seven strokes beeomoS' 
theviaor of the day. 

1*0 prevent any dispute that may arise coacem> 
ixtg the stroke, each party before the race begins, 
dwoies an timj^tre ; wbo- are- placed bo the most 
caBvenient spot for observing the iDM(;h, iWdJtjrt 
vrfuK tledsions alldi^onccs are a4|u«idt — But^ 
these ari-thcf ofteof pleasufot-of Bcftldi^-r.Bad.of: 
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simplicity, — far unlike those pernicious games in- 
tfoducedby wanton luxury> which disturb the iran-' 
quiUity of the minj, and agitate every Jiassion of 
tfa^heart. — Here emulation is the sole point in view 
-T-each being ambitious to shew his agility and 
strength. — All is conducted with good humour and 
aniity ;— nor is it the least pleasing part of the scehe, 
that when the contest is over, the vic/ors and the 
vanquithed divide the triumph ; the former expend- 
ing the prize in a rural supper prepared on the Spot, 
at which they are only distinguished from the latter, 
by ^tting at the upper end of the table. — 

' —My friend added, that he "believed there Would 
be many people on this occasion, as the son of a 
wealthy farmer in the neighbourhood, was one of 
the race ; who, though a remarkably fleet and expe-' ■ 
rtenced youth, had not nin this summer, having 
as it was thought, been pining for love of a young 
'woman of Manston, who was an.heiress with five « 
hundred pounds in her pocket.-^But it is generally 
Gonjectured, says he, that Fanky is in reality as 
deeply smitten as Richard, and only withholds 
her answci' for the pleasure of being dangled after 
by her admirer.— 

"When we had walked down to the place of con- 
tention, it presented. us with a most interesting 
scene.-p-It'Was a fieldsurrounded tvith a hedge, that ' 
bloomed with bmr-roses and wild honeysuckles,— 
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on one side was a small plantation of trees, m\ia 
which was raided an awning of sail-doth, tied from 
stem to stem, forming a kind of large tent, beneath 
which the ubles for the supper were placed. 

Tlie grass was covered with many people From 
the neighbouring villages, assembled in their Sunday' 
cloaths, — while these formed an extended circle, 
and had their attention fixed on the young men, 
wlio were exerting thdr abilities in the race, seve- 
ral rural females were employed in twisting wreaths 
of wild Howcrs round the bottoms of the trees that 
supported the tent ; and others, in blending toge- 
ther garden ones, which they had brought ia. little 
baskets, into nosegays and chaplets, to present all 
the contenders with when the match was finished. — 

La Pierre hsd run away with half his dinner, 
for fear of losing a moment of the /""^lei—lt was 
the scene in the world for him ! — Hia vivacity,— 
his good-humour, — his broken English— and his 
inEnite attention to every thing chat wears a petti- 
coat, excite him to be ever offering his service — 
and renders that service ever engaging. — I could 
not but smile to «ec him btistling about with the 
country girls, and assisting them in tying up their 
flowers — for La Pierre has the vanity to believe 
tKat no man caji compose a botiqtieC so gracefully 
as'hinuelf. — £ 2 
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All' the runners were stript in their shirts, with 
white linen breeches, and white stockings; and 
each had a silk handkerchief tied round his 
waist. — It was hardly necessary for my friend to 
point out the fanner's son whom he had mention- 
ed, as his manly iignre, and superior agility, had 
before distinguished him to me. — Indeed nothing 
but habitude could produceinallof them, that 6ect- 
ncss of foot, and the rapidity exercised in their re- 
peated evolutions ;— :and we may suppose that each 
exerted himself to the utmost, from the interest he 
might feel in the approbation of the rural maidens 
who were spectators of the race. — Fanny was in- 
deed by no means an unmoved one — she had on a 
little straw-hat, lined with pink, and a ilowered 
linen gown, tied with ribbands of the same colour, 
and pinned back to shew a pink petticoat beneath— 
an air of modesty, and the hue of health, more 
marked her countenance than any particular beauty 
in her features. — As soon as she was shewn to me, 
I noticed her eyes following with eagerness every 
tutu of Tier admirer ;— and sufficiently read in her 
looks the interest he had in her heart— though 
whenever he accidentally passed near, and glanced 
his view towards her, she affected to turn her'« 
aside, and conceal her attention.— 

As we walked between the trees, to observe their 
decorations, and the rustic manner of setting out 
the supper, the yoiing women shewed a satisfaction 



C„n:.,.,GOOgll^ 



.77 

in seeing us so taken with their sports.— While- 1 
stood by Fanny, I coulil not help expressing to 
her my pleasure in being fortunately present at SO 
, truly a pastoral scene. — She replied, with a blush, 
*' It suits very well, Sir, such folks as we." — It is 
such only, says I, tliat can perfectly enjoy it :— 
half the great people of the world would be unwor- 
thy of it — the insipid refinements of life exclude 
them. — She looked at her companions, and s'lnil- 

l.ong was the contest on either side, and ardu- 
ously urged on both — but now the shouts of the 
circling spectators declare the match decided, and 
RiCHARp the foremost of the victors. — All run to 
congratulate them — and as the disputants draw to- 
ward the tent, some of the maidens present every 
champion with a nosegay, and each of the con- 
querors with one of the little ckaplets they had 
prepared, which they immediately bind themselves 
round bis head. — 

Most of the, villagers who came to the sport, now 
gradually retire, while the young women, who arc 
coimectcd with the runners, are busied in placing 
d^e cold supper on the' tables. — La Pierre could 
not, avoid lending a hand, and diverted tliem all 
.frith hia officious good-humour .r— 
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Evetj thing arranged, those who have obtained 
the victory, aot] after them, the subdued, present 
the bouquets they have rceeived to the nymph 
whom they wish to have next them at supper, and- 
who is after of course to be their partner in the 
^oce. — 

O RicUARD ! 'tis now thy trial comes ! — I who 
have long breathed, and stjU breathe under the in- 
fluence of love, who know how much it opens 
every channel of the heart, and sets each delicacy 
of sentiment afloai, — how doth my sympathizing 
bosom, feel fur thee in this critical instant ! — 1 see 
thee offer with an air of diffidence, this pledge of 
distinction to thy Fanny. — I see pictured on thy 
countenance the stiuggles of hope and fear, — -and 
her acceptance urged by looks, that art is too weak 
, to describe f — She recedes— but recedes reluctant. 
— I view thee still with ardour persevere — the very ' 
roses tremble in thy chaplet, and add'a new grace 
to thj browl , , . - „ 

—And lo ! thy mistress turns less averse ;— she 
doubts — she deliberates:— sbc almost resolves— she 
lifts up her eyes, and beholds her lover crowned a ■ 
eonqueror ;^she receives ihe noseg u\f from hi» hand 
and compleats his triumph ! . ' 

, ^Richabd; wholvas known Wmyftiepdrpiost 
TKtsiagly' itbticttcd uB to partake of tiveir enTetSajp- 
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inent, an^ seated us by himself and Fanny— After 
the repast, which consisted of cold meat, a Uttle 
shell fish, with some fruit, and vegetables, a gob- 
let of home-made wine went round the table, in 
salutation of the victors, and in wishing future suc- 
cess to those who had tnissed it to-day. — It was 
altogether so unexpected a scene of nature, and 
simplicity, that t almost fancied myself in the plains 
. of Arcadia, by teeing thus realized the Ectious of 
poctiy'. — 

The supper eniled, they all rose iip at the sound of 
the labour and pipe, — and each taking out the part- 
ner he had before made chQice of, they began the 

' dance, which was to close the evening with the 

' same temperate festivity. — 

My heart-was so much with them, that I forgot 
how time stole away, till the full moon, rising slow- 
ly from tlie horizon into a cloudless sky, reminded 
me of my distance from home. — I mounted my 
borse with reluctance— and La PifRfiE, who fol- 
lowed in high spirits, observed, at we rode along, 
that he was sure tlie entertainment he had seen wa* 
never invented by the English, as the people we're 
all so polite to each other, and no one quarrelsoine 
or drunk, 

- The reader will rgoice to hear, that toon aflcr 
this Fetedu village, my friend at Saiht Lad- 
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KENCE informed mc, that Richard and Fakny 
had been asked in church the preceding Sunday, 
" and as the whole neighbourhood," says he, " so 
much wish their union, there is no fear that any 
coe vi\\\ forbid the banns." 
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A TRAVELLER should think nothing below 
his notice. — Every scene of life is a picture, where- 
of some part, or other, is'worth his attention. — The 
pencil of the Great Creator haili spread before 
US an eternal variety in his compositions ^ nor 
charmetl ns more with the sublimtly ofdesign.and 
the splendid colouring of some pieces, than by the 
modest tints, ond unaffected truths, by which he 
often wins our eyes to less distinguished subjects.-^ 

The ladies, the otiier day after dinner at Cler- 
mont*!, proposed that we should drink tea at Dra- 
per's ; Amelia having in her walks, found among 
the women who inhabit that foundation, a person 
whom she remembered for a long course of yean 
servant to an old lady of her acquaintance. 

Mf reader should be informed, Aat Draper's 
it a charity instituted the beginning of this century 
by a Quaker, as a kind of asylum for eight women, 
who have each a disciiKt house and garden ; but 
they are ranged together so as to form 6t» Iarg« 
bnildbg, in the centre of which it » mcetiiig-houte 
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ijm pA^le of the fcnmder's prcrfefision ; tmd thongfi 
otigtnally the charity was intended for audi, yet 
Hon- thoie who ve of a difif:rent persuasion, niay 
bt wlmilted nembera. — It is half a mile distant from 
Makgats, and a» most of the women employ 
thenuelves in knitting garters, laces, pin-cnsliions, 
:&c. they have every day visitors and customers, in 
- the ladies of that place.— 

I will shew yod, says Amelia, as we went 
along, a very happy old woman ; — her father was, 
a considerable tradesman at Cantesbury, and edu- 
cated her well ; but meeting with many losses, and 
dyiog insolvent, she was taken as an upper servant 
and compuiiot^ by the <^d lady I mentioned, wtia 
knew well her family : and who, though extreme- 
ly rich herself, and bdantifiil in promises, at her. 
death rewarded a faithful service of near thirty years 
with a paltry annuity of ten pounds. — Having by 
ber care saved up about two hundred guineas, the 
added produce of tliis sum might have siade hei 
easy temper perfectly contented; but trusting it with 
a nephew (to whom at her decease slie meant t^ 
leave it)^ in order to y ut it out on good security, he 
embezzled the whole, aod left her without the hO^e 
of retrievii^ a shilling of it. — By the assistance of 
afriendat Cahterbury she got placed m this cha- 
rity, on the first 'vacuicyi and seems, in herlit)3« 
leticement, to have forgotten die dlsappo^trae&ts. . 
-of life.— 
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< AxetiA hii43nwn the.ooctioes'df In iittemdt% 
jiQitrah,- and (he sight of the ori^n«l 'pro veil 'it's 
just oi)e — foritpresauedthefigaie ofcltttldclden- 
l)* woman^ with an eye foil of vrVacky, andmch-k 
calmness in all her features » bespoke thetraaqi^ 
Ijjy .of Jh& mind witiiin.— T^e . sknple neatncn t£ 
^er .perton wasLOot more remBrkablettian^at of 
her little habitation. — Every thing ws»s« in orJei>^ 
every thing rubbed to a polish. — In one end of. the 
. ,wiadow 1^ her bHAt ; in the other, a baskef of 
..silks and \rorsteds, and the emplenffints for her 
noik.— A jessamine-tree nicely trimmed, and full 
-of bloomt covered the oalside of her dwelling; and 
.before lay her little garden, where not 3 wrad was 
.to be>sceB, ^rinkled with common herbs and regf- 
taUes, with here and there a currant bnsh, and -a 
€^- white lilies interspersed among them. — 



—The pride of man, that is still pursuing happi- 
ness amid- tihrnensc plantations, and extensive tkr- . 
, f kories^ musti after alt its toils, be mortified to flna 
,\Xp^ siich a patch of ground as thisi-^ 

. [ Amelia, who had sent op her tea-chest, tnade 

,her eld acqusintaiicA flit dowrt with us, and Ia^mI 

heisei^, as well'as MakiAnke, in looking ovirSome 

- jtht-CBshioitKi ahd..other trifles, Tdiich tHeylrad em- 

^j^oyed her to tnitj for'pt-eaents to their friends in 

,,(OiKt»,— 1 iH-pmised you, says Ahziia; that I wonld 

one day or other bring up these gentlemen to s«e 

.'I 6 
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^oa 1 ^mll t)e)ievc it gives thpoi fapti* teal pkaair* 
tihangoMg-tptbe lwU-r«c»i at'MA9GA,Te. — . : : 

.. r~Ah. I Madam, replied the qU womafi, ivbRt '» 
tlipTetOBeGinBUcli»Qattag«uthilf— . < 

j Whytapalacfwill hardly civershewnt,re(itn)«il 
Alf^MA'"- a conteoted heftTt.-?- - ; i - 

■ . ■ , , .f ,i-:,.. 

' . — ''That indeed. Madam, U a blowing that Hesb- 
" ven kath b^towcd on me Jhrough Ufe— ^noo^h 
", (fear soinctiifies, that the condttct of tny usGdt'. 
'; tuaatc kiqsiiutn^iscuihed me more ^aa it jaogbtTrn- 
" fpi; it gpcvpd me, that what 1 bad b^ti.yflan savrt 
".ingfQrthe maJ^itenanceof inj old a^, shouU bft 
<^ aqtiand^red .away in an instant hy prafiigsc]6rr* 
*; But it.^eased God it should be so;— andji plMS- 
*' ed him also in my misfortune to raise me a friend, 
" .who unsolicited obtained for me the i»dtfieniteH~: 
". a/ I enjoy in this place— -where I iive, Madrati 
*' without a single care : — if I have but little, I 
" want but little — my garden, my work, and my 
" book, fill up the greater pan of the day ; — and 
"• as a- most friendly intereoAirsc subsists among us 
" all| I can walk out, or converse with women of 
'* my own age and pursuits, who are drawing, like 
*' myself,.towardtheend oftheir joumeyt aodmore 
•* interested to look Jbrward to' another world, 
** than to cast our attention backward on this."— 

Giacious Piovideocc ! tliought I, how erringly 
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Arth man jndge of thy dispewarions !— not consi- 
dering that it is from the temper of the h«ait, not 
from the exterior parade of fortune, the decision 
must be made, — li the rich£s <i(ld' honors of the 
world are a blessing to scMne, they prove a burthen 
to more ; and though thrown into the scale of ma- 
nyt thy impartial hand holdeth the balance, and 
gireth in counterpoise the patient mind, that foo^ 
sibly outweighs the whole ! — 

When I cont«titplated' this happy Being aClllRftI 
rBR's, and understood that ihe independency she 
beattedtof:fi>6fti that place', Wasonly-her little dwetl- 
iagi'snc pounds; <tAd half a chaldron of coals a yearj 
tKdWstilS' g&wn and petticoat every two years— ^ 
whenl'saW'iuH) a fittt sireani of content Ob^ frOni 
sashBlloWa source— rmy bmom reproaChedme wltM 
at^UMndrscotlected Weakneasesj and I felt my-' 
s«)f ashamed to-'have bean so often put out of hu^! 
mcnir by the trivial' occurrences of life. 
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THE ACCIDENT. 



We were all lo well pleased vritb ovr.vjfli^l^twt 
we chatted and loitered about the little cottagie, tUt 
the day ifiteiisibly was clot^g on us. 

— I think, says Amelia, as wc wete.vfaUt!^ 
home, that a card-table at.. Hie rooois WQul^ ^#PPCM 
immoderately insipid, after the picture of hunOaa 
mfure wc have just taken our ey<i ■ftom.'— IC my 
^ther .or. you hayp no eopgeatent, ti^pot9>,w« 
ell .adjonni to my lodgings, and trust to ovfselveii 
' forthe remaioder of the cvetiiDg.-r-. 

The chearftilnes6 of the little old woman at Dba- 
peel's, had left lo sensible an impression, that it still 
was uppermost in our thoughts, and was talked |DV«F 
■ again after our return. — 

— I wish, says 'Amelia, that some ladies of my 
acquaintance, who are eternally miserable, with 
every motive to be otherwise, could have heea of 
our party;— lliey might have seen with' bow te* 
roaterials happiness is built, when the /ototdatton 
is linn.^— These are imtrucuTe exampjetrwliif]) 



Providence throws in OBrwayi and I flatter tny? 
self, that I always feel my heart grow belter, 
whenever I converse wiib a character of this kind.— r 

The misfortnne. Madam, is, that we are all oa 
the full gallop through, life; riding post after our 
own conceits, — and few, like you, And either lei- 
sure, or inplination, to turn out of the way to con- 
sider then) ; — yet I cannot but think the world a-, 
bounds with many more of such happy dispoutions, 
than we are in common apt to suspect— though 
they do not glare upon us in the high streets. — We 
bitast not seek them amidst the bustle of competi- 
tion, but beneath the peaceful shades of retiremcnu 

— I am sure, replied Clermont, that sevieral 
monasteries which I have seen in Spain, appear to 
teem with such characters ; where people of both 
sexes, at a period when every passion nay be sup- 
posed the strongest, often voluntarily 'relinquish not 
cmty the pleasures, but even the comfons and ne- 
cessaries of life, and support austerities which long 
h^trimde can hardly make tolerable. — It is irue,'- 
however, that b^otry operates in the place ef phi- 
losophy, — the motives differ, but the effect produc- ' 
ed is the same.— 

— Yet'givc me leave to add, continued I,, far lets 
ierviceable to the cause of .virtue. — When I waft, 
-idiroad, I had myself a singular satis&aion in visit- 
ing coQveftu ;— some yoo know offer free Access, 



n well as great hosintality to strangers ; anif bj- 
good rccommeniiations to many more, there were 
Tew religious orders with whom I had Hot read^ 
for two or three days. — I am fond as I traivcl alKtwU 

. bF reading mankind, and such A plan, every nov 
and then opened to me some interesung pages.-^— 
Nothing can be imagined more absurd ihan that 
the Supreme Being, who has bestowed on us so 
hiaay innocent enjoyments to endear our existence, 
should be enraptur'd of the votarist who rentiunced 
hjs bounty. — The whole system of monastic life la ' 
unquestionably subversive of all the ties of (oc^- ; 
Cty— every delicate affection of the mind, planted ' 
in us for the noblest purposes, is extinguished, lex <■ 
want of occasions tg call it, forth; — and t]«>t^h ' 
many exalted characters live and die unknown, 

■but within their own cloister; yet how much bet- 
ter for theworld had the samevirtue walked abroad, /» 
and permitted its light to shine he/ore men'.—^ - 

It may serve as a contrast to this afternoon's visit,^, . 
if you will allow me to lead you into a convent df 
LaTrappe, and relate to you a most singular in- 
cident that there accidentally came to my know- 
ledge.— ' 

I had very particular recommendations to, the 
ftiiOR, Who was fer advanced In life : he had seen 
much of the world, was extremely polite, and com- 
municative, and appeared greatly pleased, with my. 
inquiries iilto dieir rules and institution. 
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■' Duringthe three days that 'I f emained in tKe ■ 
monftat<ery, he allowed tne to pass witli him most 
*f thehours-in which he was disengaged ifrom his 
derotions and business ; and at meal-times consign- 
ed me lo flic care of the FoEEsTERAiOf whose pe- 
cidiai- province it is to attend, and converse wilfa 
stratigen who visit the convent.— ' 

■ AiltWnkdiaMhereareortly two houses of La' 
TaA,¥PB existing, it may not be improper to men- 
tion, that this sect was first founded about a cen- 
tury «go, t»ith the sanction of Pope Innocekt 
TME'BLKVENTH, not SO THuch undcT the notion 6f 
a new order, as a revival of the original, abd strict 
inscinttion of Saint Benedict. — 

Their mode of life is an astonishing proof of the 
extreme rigour which enthusiasm can impose ;■— 
they live on rice, millet, and vegetables; — their 
' fasts are numerous and severe, and they preserve a 
perpetual silence: — let me add [o this, chat their 
eyes are constantly bent downward, and the large 
cowls which cover their heads, exclude them from 
ever seeing one another. 

Yes, Amelia, your looks may well testify an 
honest indignation fpr the \'io]ated rights of nature, 
first trespassed on' by' the policy of bad men, and 
supported by the weakness of good.— The Great 
MoofiLiiER of the human countenance never des- 
tined it for tht coftdealnient of the veil:— Else 



therefore gave he features that picture the mind J 
ancj with the lightning's swiftness announce cau 
emotion of the . hf art Pr^Or why, bestowed he eyes 
thai hold converse? and shooting their intelligence 
from sex to sex, can light up benevolence and love? 
— ^As well may one question why the tongue was 
endued with its varied powers to inform— to charm 
— to comfort — if folly consigns it to perpetual si' 
/cnc*.— Perpetual nledce 1— There is horror, ovea 
IB the wordh— - ' ' . 

—But your supper. Madam, k on table, utdtDjr 
' 4t«ry will toK nothiog by being an how older, .' 
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-Vv HEN r took leave of my amiable Prior, he 
earnescly requested me to pay him, if poasible, ano- 
ther visit before I quiitc<l Italy, which I ateured 
hioi I.woidd moit wiUingiy endeavour to do ; — mt 
deed, loath .gratitude and iodinatioa prompted me to 
comply with his wish ; but an accident made it con- 
veoient for me to do it, at a time vdiea I the leaat 
puipo»d it. — 

You was mentioning, Clermont, that yoor ne- 
phew had met me in Tuscany,. under some little 
circumstances of distress; he was at that time haSt-' 
ing up to join some friends at the fair at Mantua* 
and I returned to Flurence, from an expedilioB 
to Bologna, when we chanced to pass each other 
on the load, just as 1 had found myself clear aa(| 
unhurt, from an overturn of my chaise. — Though 
he had not seen me for many years, yet my unalter- 
ed, meagre countenance, immediately recalled me 
to his memory- — As he was pressed in time, and 
my vehicle was now set up again, while they were 
adjusting all the odds and ends which had tumblecl 
about) I walked a quarter of a mile forwud oa tho 



. road with him, to make a few iixpiiriet afler yon, 
before wc parted.— 

Returning to my chaise, I found the overthrow 
had been less fevourable than I supposed; — awheel 
was much damaged ; and what was still worse, one 
of the' shafts was almost split asunder.— It waa a 
scene of confusion— the postillion swearing by half 
the calendar, — and La Pierre, m Bpiteof all his 
good'fatinietu', quite in a fnme^first didbltng lh« 
poB(iHioB^-ihen the rope fwhicha poor Peasant^ 
who was going by wiHi his Ass, hadlcnt them)bei 
cause it yftn too short to l»nd the broken '^aft-U' 
then the horses — then the chaise— then' his bidets 
who was-fi?skin^ with the Abs— -and laJstly,hiiowil 
jack-boots, which Iq be more active,' he threw cr^ 
and had now tumbled over.— 

" ■ Seeing that every thing Was going on to (hfc'de- 
vil at a great rate, I took 6rst a dcKbcrate pinch of 
•nufF, and then a deltberare survey of- all my -shati 
lered affsirsi— The afternoon was far gone j to re-* 
main in the Gratid Duke's high-way was impossi- 
ble; and to proceed with safety, without having 
matters set to rights, was impracticable.— 

In this conjuncture it occurred to me, that I could 
not be very fiir from La Trappe ; and inquiring 
of the Peasant vrfio was lending us his assistance, 
he told me — " that it was but two little miles with- 
'* in die woods that hy before us, — that he lived 
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'* near the convent himself-^had been to carry a 
" load of faggotS'down to the village at the bottom 
" of the hill, — and, if I pleased, that he would con- 
^- duct -me thither the nearest way," — 

—A fig, says I, for the little nothings that He a- 
crosGour road, — ^A man hath not learnrhis ABC in 
|)bilosophy, if he cannot extract some consolatory 
circumstance from any untoward event! — A second 
IfJQch of sjluff settled the preliminaries ; whicli 
■W^re^— ^that all hoBtilities of the tongue sh.ould lin- 
medialely cease-— tluU the chaise- should proceed 
■ with what ability its situation would admit of, to 
(he next pott, which was four miles distant ; — and 
l.A'PiERRE was appouitcd charge d' affaires to 
sie all its deficiencies made good, and to escon it 
up to the monastery the next afternoon. — 

'Hie terms acceded to, I left the parties to ttie due 
fierfermaiice of them ; and^ accompanied by the 
Feasant and his Ass, we cheerfully turned into the 
path which led to the wood. 
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THE MONKS OF LA TEAPPE," 



1 HOUGH I was geiRg forward to a place where' 
svlitude and silence were estcecned to constiiute 
part of a christian triumph ; yet I could not help 
reflecting (low much we are by Nature dis4>oscd for 
society, and how pleasant a little converse renders 
our way, whithetsoever we are journeying. — 

Bcforcwe reached La Trappe, my fellow-tra- 
veller had made me folly acquainted with ell his lit. 
tic conccm§ ;— it was a sketch, slightly colotircd, of 
cheerful industry hard toiling for its daily bread ! — ' 
Nor did the Peasant ' omit introducing also the '■ 
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history of the poor Ass, who workecl taid lived as 
hardly as himself, yet was bow shaking his ears, 
and trotting briskly before qs, with his empty pan- 
iriers, as conscious possibly as ourselv«S) that the 
oare of the day was over. — 

Vespers were jost ended when I arrived at the 
convent; and the FoRESTERAio«ongfatuIatingmy 
return; conducted me to the apartments of the 
PrioS, who received me in the most cordial man- 
ner ; and as no mischief had arisen from my acci- 
dent, was polite «i»ugh to call it a favorable one 
(o him. — 

We passed together two hours in conversation ; 
the greater part of which' was spent in gratifying, 
his curiosity in relation to places and people I had 
seen since I left him, — Indeed I have had many oc- 
casions to observe, that none are more inquisitive 
after every thing that is stirring in the world than 
Motiks, who are presumed to have totally whh- 
drawn their attention from it.-— Natme will appear, 
in spite of all the institutions of folly ;— and I have 
known men as eager after politics in a monastery, 
as a change-alley broker at Jonathan's. — 

When it drew near the time of the Prior's re- 
tirement, the FoHEsTERAiocamein lous; and af- 
ter sitting a liltle while, told rac, that my supper 
was ready to serve up ; so widiing my old friend 
oi rest", I withdicw-withtheFoaESTUiAiOi who 

,, ..Google 
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ssttif, and convened with i]1e,'dnring mT^siavIe 
repast, giving me his compuiy, tiH I ju^;wl propo- 
to retire myself, -which I did very early «> wl^ea 
shcwicg me to the little dormitory I hftd before oc- 
cupied, and lighting my lamp, h&toc^ hisle^vcM; 
usual. — 



Though I had a pretty snug altar by my bed- 
side, and a flariag virgin suspended over it, I vns 
too much &tigued to implore her iniercfestioni,— 
but commending myself to all ^the Saintt in the 
lump, who were protectors of the house, I laid my- 
self down, and in a fewminutes was in a j>rofpund 
«leep,— 

In thii.obiiviotis state I should probably have pas^ 
Eedthetvhole night, had InotaboutthieehotirsBftai: 
mygoingco rest, beenrousedoutof it, by ^hc tolling, 
of aloud and deep-toned bell ; whose echo vibrating 
along the narrow cloisters, produced a most dread- 
ful anil solemn efK^::. — I knew it was not their' 
■ usual summons To nocturnal prayer.— J strove to 
compose myself, — bat its r^etitioD as effectually 
murdered sleep as Macbeth's dagger; every 
thkig seemed to my car to be in motion — doors 
opening and shutting-^-and numberless footsteps 
passing and repassing my chamberi - which opened 
into the cloister. — 

Twice I sat up in my bed to listen,-:— twice undrew 
my cuttain, — and twice 'closed it, and laid doVrn 
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i^ain.-^ pccpi conceived m!|^t tbrow some light 
o» the afiwr— to, wichont thinking oace of any of 
my HifirmUics I jumped out in iny sbirt, and hold* 
ing (lie door in roy hand, glanccdmy ayes along the 
<dQUter i where 1 aw several of ihe brotherhood, 
covered with their cowls, passing singly through, 
and crowing a small court, which led to the church.— 

' WbaX a ungular situation, thought I, is ;ny pre- 
sent one '—Here am I on my travels through this 
whiniical world, — on tip-toe to observe whatever 
ii'ISHing, — pK]»iDg and peeribg into every comer — 
possessed aUo (though upon beiter motives) of the 
curiosity of a charabcr-maid, to lift up every thing 
that hath a lid, and see what it covers— and yet in 
this stnnge conjuncture am I without the ability of 
indulging it ! — for every one of these fathers, who 
are now passing me and of whom 1 might other- 
wise enquire, have all vowed perpetual silence. — 
Who knows but there may be some miracle work- 
ing ifl the convent !— and what would the literati 
say when I get back to England, should I be un- 
able to give tlteni a ^ilo:iopUical account of it ? 

' Now a miracle. Madam, was the thing in the 
world I was the most desirous of seeing ;— the very 
hope that this might prove one made me whip on 
my clothes more expeditiously than I had ever done 
before— I had read of many — heard of raorc~nay, 
had strove hard to obmin otic in my own family, by 
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sllentlr profflisiiig a tabula votwa to at leatt'hslf 
a dozen phthisical Sainli, m orier to eonfate my 
doctor at Bologna, who had pronounced my cough 
incurable: — Add to this, ihu I had funied of a no- 
table one at Home, by being fiveyearatoblate there, 
and by an accident was prevented being picdrntac 
a -famous one in Naples: — but disappoJatmtns' 
must generally attend those who look for things otttr' 
of their common course.— 

— ^Now wTien all^ Madam, came, to be clesre<l 
op, there was not the shaitow of q miiuck i» flilft" 
business ; — for crossing from the cloister lo theMt.' 
tl6 paVed court which I mentioned befbiv, 'J mM- 
■ the FoRESTERAio, who expressed g^c^ coStecim ' 
that I had been thus distuihed.^ relumed him the' - 
compliment on behalf of himlself, and the ^iriMtte' 
house, requesting to know the occafion of it.-^ ' 

Hereplied,— that the PadRE Serafino was iii- 
arlictUo mortis, — 

— God comfort him, said I.— 

—And according to the rules of our order, is carried 
into church' on a hurdle, strewed with ashes,, to re* ' 
celve the txtreme uHctwn inlbe presence of ail the 
brotfierhood.— . 

—The ceremony,- said I, mnst be better for ha- 
soul, tlian his body ; — but if the request is not im- 
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proper,-! would willingly be a spectator, of tlip 
holy fauclion. 

• By no means, returoeil the FonESTERAiOt hut U 
is -already administered; — however if you will step, 
into. the little gallery behind ihe'lattices, where you. 
heard our high msss when you were here before, 
you will thence Bcc every thing distinct, — 

'■ — It was in truth a sight to vibrate all the chords 
of humanity! — In the middle of the church, on a 
kind of rosh-oiatted hurdle, lay stretched the figure 
of aji old man, worn to (he bone; — his cowl was 
off, and every feature seemed settled In death ; save 
that aa eye-lid once or twice drew up, and instantly] 
fell again; — On his breast lay a liitle crucifix, which 
he;p!^efl£ed close, with two emaciated hands; while 
the Prior stood at his feet, and the fathers of the 
convent all knelt around In solemn silence, — which, 
after some lime, was interrupted by (i\B Prior, ad- 
dressing' himself thus to the dying Monk — " I trust, 
*' my bi'ocher, that thy confidence remains ua- 
shaktn. "— - . - 

— ^The vow of tacitumihf riches but to the 
confines, of the grave. — He was now freed from 
it, — at liberty to declare bis hope, and to exhort 
thoseabout him, to amtinue faithful unioMe end. 
— But all the faculties of speech were extinguished I 
—the last effort of lUe shewed he wished to testify 
F a 



- vrhat h« could not utter; — he made a feeble attempt 
to press the crucifix to his lips,— but his hand fell 
Tvith it, — and the man was dust !— 

— The brotherhood now drawing off singly, with 
bowed heads, and folded armSi I slipt down from . 
the galleryi and returBcd to my little dormitory. 
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THE MONKS OF LA TRAPPE. 



y OU will easily conceive that the lilde sleep I 
obainedfrom the remainder of the night, was 
neither composed, or refreshing : — the scene I had 
been spectator of, had too strongly impressed mjr 
imagination; though my waking thoughts in the 
recollection of it, only pictured to me an old man 
released from an existence, which pain, and the 
austerities of his order, inight long have Tendered 
burihensome— quitting a world which he had for 
years rcnouncedr— without leaving behind any ob- 
ject to interest his last moments, or a s#igle crea* 
ture to mourn bis end. — 

F3 
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• — Death only is arrayed in full terror when he 
comes to summoa the happy,~7-the t'ottunate — and 
rend asunder the tics of loye and friendship I — 

WJien the arm of some tender wife pijlows the 
head of a faithful husband, — ^^when slie wipes from 
his brow the cold dew of dissolving nature, — whea 
eye meets eye, and in mute eloquence announces 
the throbbings of an agonizing heart ; — Or when 
some widowed parent, in the last conflicts of life 
feels for the future destiny of those, whose orphan 

• years must soon miss her care ! — whfen she views 
them around her bed — and sees all tlieir artless looks 
directed to her, — when the eager clasp, — when the 
parting kiss is given — and the streaming eye speaks 
more than language ;^then it is, that this victor of 
the world surrounds us with a scene, tliat humanity 

.. wants fortitude to sustain ! — 

La Pierre and the chaise arrlvedptinctualtothc 
time appointed, with all grievances sufficiently 
healed ; — but as my rest had been so distufbedtfte 
piegeeding nighr, the Prior insisted that I shotrtd 
not depart till the next morning, when I might be 
^ het'ter refreshed to" proceed on my'jourhcy j'and 
wished me to accompany him in his evening waBc, 
hi the Convent garden. 

■1 had ho pretence to d'etarneflieproposal ; — for 
in tilidi my life hath nevafbecAscrnJceiybduiced, 



:„-,:., .,G00gll^ 



that tJw ^efffrence of a, d^y could much aficct the 

As there may not be many who have taken a turn 
in this garden,! — and as jou, Madam, never can, — 
,1 will give you a slight sketch of it; and inform 
,you, tiiat both that and the raonasteiy, are encircled 
, wjth a wo©d ; . that it participates the gloom of the 
. Olljerit, belongs to,— rlhat every member cultivates 
i.bis own solitary spot, — that instead of ihe luxuriant 
J«S.u'y of odoriferous flowers, is seen only beds of 
.b.erbj aod vegetables, and plantations of tobacco, 
;^h)ch all Monks are paiticularly fond of.— Around 
- it are loeg walks of pjnes and .cypresses, here and 
there intermixed lyith clumps of the same kind of 
trees ; a^d benches placed at the roots of several of 
;fh9i1i,,desi^^d for repose, or meditation. 

■ A& the PmoK and myself were stttiag under the 

.^de of one of these, near a part of the garden 

. which is separated from the rest by a railing, and 

.used as their cimilerio; or burying-place ', my- at- 

vtention vas attracted by two Monks, who were 
digging a grave for the Padre Serapino. — I oB- 

-Berved that they presently laid down their spades, 
and were'fioon succeeded by one or two more; 

. who, after throwing up a few shovels full, were on 
retiring, followed also by others, who employed* 
(hemstjves jutt in the same manner ; — it being cus- 
tomsfj,'^ t^e Prior informed me, for every one 



to. assist in ihis duty to a departed brother,— It 
serving also as a melandiol/ memento to them- 
selves.—^ 

This led us to enter again upon several particu- 
lars relative to the peculiarity of their institution ; 
and I could not but observe to my venerable friend, 
that I conceived their being absolved when in ex- 
inmis, from their vow of taciturnity, and per- 
initted to address those of their own rratemity, who 
were travelling toward the grave, through the same 
flinty path, must sometimes be the occasion of dis- 
closing very singular feelings, which might for 
many years have been embosomed in silence. 

It undoubtedly hatb. says Ac Prior, where na- 
ture still remained strong enough to support for a 
little while its coaieit with death. — Whatever llcsa 
burthen on the mind, is often in those moments 
thrown off-; paructtlarly when it intercsteth the 
peace of the sufferer. . . 

About nine or ten years after I was appointed to 
Ihe ofBce I now hold in this monastry, a similar 
situation produced one of the most affecting scenes 
that could be beheld. — The story, added he, is so 
mach in' the cause of virtue, that I heartily wish 
It were better known ; — and as you appear to bea 
traveller, both of curiosity aild lenttmeni, I shall be 
liappv to put you io possession of it.— 
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—I dianked him with a warmth that might tes- 
tify how much he had excited my attention ;— and 
the Prior proceeded thus: 
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THE STCfRY OF THE COUNT SAIST JULIEIf. 



'- IHE Count DE Saint Juliem was descended 
from a very ancient iamily ; and was only at the - 
age of twenty, when the death of his father made 
him master of a considerable sum of money, and 

■ of an estate in Dauphine, which might have sup-^ 
ported him in the same affluent manner his ancestors 

' had lived in, had not an unbounded love of plea- 
sure taken an early possession of his heart.— Dau- 
prinE became soon too confined a sphere forhhn 
to move in, — the dissipations of Paris better suited 
the gaiety of his tetnper, where his figure, his cx- 

' pence, and his lively parts, quickly introduced hiin 
into the politett assemblies. — He was brilliant in 
all places of public resort, — ostentatious in his gal- 
lantries, — and was admitted to many of the petits 
sottpes of the Esprtts '/oris ; which are coteries, 
composed of wits and free-thinkers, who have too 
much vanity to agree in the received notions of 
mankind; but by their art, and the pleasantry of 
their ridicule, often operate too -powerfully on weak 
minds, by undermining the good principles they 
may have imbibed, and substituting thar ownpcr- 

- nicious ones in th«r [ilacc. — 
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; S^HT Ju,LiEN,ha^-soonT?f(er. bis arrival at Pa- 
.Rls, takicp an Italian figure-dancer of the opera 
fato keepiqg ; who bore h^n one $on, whom h* 
yarned Frederic; — a yonth of fine parts, — 
ibrmed by nature with great sensibility, — and with 
a mi^4so happily disposed, as might have reodefcil 
hitD a. worthy apd shining cJiaracCer, had not aU 
.these . adyaAtige? been overshadbwed by ajtalse 

...education, and their movements corrupted by the 
kfld. example of a father, who having, in 3 long 
course of dissipated connections, lost his own mo- 
rals, gave himself little concern about those of bis 
tpn iT^ctmceiving that the exterior . accomplish- 

,-mcnts of a goicleaian, comprebcnded every thing 

I vthAt was most material to tarry him successfully 
.tbrongb the world. — The infidtlity of Saint Ju. 
.^en's mistress ina few .years totally dissolved the 
attachment; and Frepbric, by th^ time he a;itain- 
pd the ag? of nineteen, became a companion to his 
ifuher in all his vices, and likewise encodraged as 

..^ujch.fis hs had a propensity to himself— the digni- 
.Q/ ^a parent twing as much forgotcea by the one, 

. iitite.f^espect of a fan wash^the oiher. — 

1 f-^Pleasureaodextravagance^iadually waste the 
.airiest (ortuae.— :Tbe Counl's had, . duriag the 
twenjy-fpur lyeaVs he had quitted Daiiphine, been 
aimtully decreasing;— Jior could .it, by the co^frse 
of his ^pences, have lasted so long, but for his 
.ablu>ntfice.o£ every kind of play, and hafliwt totde 
I 6 
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t>enefici^ beqwstt frbmileceMed relations, retarded 
its (iiswlution. — He constantly expended (ai more 
tiian hit income, and his estate had dwindled away 
liy mitt t^ an hundred acres at a time, tilHieccnity 
compelled him to abridge many of his expences.— - • 
The contfaa for the old family mansion, with all 
the remaising land aboot it, was just compleated, 
and the four thousand louts d'ors, whidi the pur- 
chase amounted to, paid into, his banker's hands, 
.-when the following event jave a new torn tob» 
life and fortunes.— 

Among -Les Ftltes tniritenua, there was at 
that time at Paris the Cmirvillk, who then liv- 
ed under the protection of one of the Fafmers 
General, whom I shall speak of by the name of 
jy Avignon.— She was a woman of much.beauty, 
and great intrigue ; but by her address, co&standy 
flattered his vanity and weakness ; and by the suc- 
cess of her art, kept her gallantries concealed from 
him.'-SAiNT JuUBN had made repeated overtures 
to this lady, and had been treated by her with a dis- 
dain his pride could. not brook-; she had however 
hestowed a more favourable look on hU son, whom 
she had met ia.the Thiiilleries, and frequendy 
ha<t conversed with ; atid whose youth and elegnot 
figure, bad made a seniible impression on her heart. 
.—For tbere was still an amiableoess of character 
, abotit him, oorcould bis assumed air of licentious-, 
■less . disguise, a iccrtaia iogenaoiuMta.of auod, 
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Ivhich must continue to pinae u long m oattm 
hatH a charm; — 

. It chanced that Fredikic, coming one eveoi 
ing Dutc^ the Fhehcm comedy, found the Cl&ir-- 
TiLLE in one of the passages nf the theatre, vait- 
ing for her coach ; wliich by some accident among 
the curiages was prevented from drawing up.^ 
With hia usual aiidrcss, he oiFered to see her safe 
o»r i — and the result of half an hour's attendance 
. and assiduity, was an apiioiniment with him to 
meet her at the masquerade, which was to be a few 
nights after, where she gave him to understand' ^e 
should be found only with a female friend ; — intf. 
mating at the same time that D'Atickon had busi- 
ness which would call him some leagues from Pa- 
ris, — and notifying the dress by which he might 
discover her. — 

Fkbdekic, who had been constantly tutored hj 
his father, that gallantry was the first accomplish- 
ment of a gentleman, never scrupled to communi- 
cate to him the progress he made in any he was en- 
' gaged in ; he therefore, with his accustomed £imi- 
liaiity, informed him of the assignation he had 
made widi the Clairville. 

Saint Jolien concealed the snrprise he felt at 
this intelligence — the contempt which had been 
shcwQ him by that lady, recnrted with frcah poig' 
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4W9ff,in>ai,i(be«i<Hat^tion-^Jft^ spirit su^c- ' 
ed by the preference given to FREOEltlo ;.)iQbpw^ 
ever so sufficiently possessed himself, 4s iu» to ap- 
4r^r:M'(he IfiMtiificemposed. aod advtnd'-hiiK by 
^1 mean* tq pursue the Bifeir.— 

-T-^Whena father is so uaprindpIcdM to become 
Ari^al to hissoi^ in a matter of. this nature... it ar- 
£Vf).^;>niBd so totally depraved, as to ToquirCibilt 
jUtl9apo)ogy to be made for the despic^Uemew- 
gifisf(ftf, Ibci Count in i^mag this ocoasion to ravegge 
-JjifPfelf of a wo^nan^ — and by expoung her ia&dc- 
j^ftp P'AvuujOK, ruin her powQ* ;-niot iti the 
J^dncf s ' of his passion foreseeing the ill conss- 
ifUQn(:e that might happen to hit son in this busi> 



The Farmer General receiving an anoQy;nous 
letter, which hinted to hihi, " that the next mas- 
." qjiprade.iiiight, discover, if he possessed the; af- 
" fections of his mistress so fully. as be ima^ed»''- 
doubted for.sonae time whether he should pay any 
aitention to its v^riter ; — but jealousy is a passion 
easily, awakened in men of defi^uched. character^; 
..and more predominant )□ advanced years.— He, re- 
solved on his intended, journey ; buf took care y> 
get back to Paris time enough to be present at the 
maf^u^rade. — Ashe was igjioraiit of {LheCi'AiR- 
, ville's (lr§s!, he ipiglitin sojarge„3fl asScfflibly have 



Tfloha^yi^wwi without 'fiediag W,- hfid.he apt 

' after morethao twohotira.of snideUs sewch* ec 
last discofered fa«r, bjr means «f some jewels in 

. i her luir, whichhc bad pr^stintod tier with hiiBw^f. 
— He' saw her whole attention given to the^ieatle- 
man who was with her, — ^^observed she conversed 
with no other ,—^;Did ha^ now little reason to scru- 
ple the inccUigcnce he had received.— He watchtd 
thein with earnestness,' and rage, the whole night, 
till thejr tjaitted the ball ; nor lost sight of her, 'till 
he saw her eater with her gallant the house he kept 
for her.-r-The soranti observing.a masli follow sA~ 
most immediately their mistress and herfriend^ con- 
dnded it lo be one of. the party ;— bat the- instmit 
dutt D'AviCMON bad reached the garden apanmeatj 
which was bis usual sapper room, and whitherihe 
iiad conducted her lover ; he threw them both into 

'the' utmost conaterosCion, by discovering himself to 
them,— with ungovernable passion reproached the 
lady for her inconstapcy ; — and drawing a sword, 
which he hftd concealed under his dress, ran with 

■fiiry npdn her paramour. — Frederic throwing off 
his -domino, : hastily seized one of : D' Avignoh's 
own swords, which hung with a hat and belt, in 
the room where they were; and thus armed, used 

' every endeavour to appease his smtagooiat by words 

'.m'i'^: — but the o^ier, presaing onrhimwitba vehemeiKe 

' 'which would litten lO.-no jnlliation, ifae unsnccess- 

. ■&) youth. fouad-hlinaelf;coinptdl«l'to defend bis 

qwn life ; utd in the roconntermomUy vyounded 
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the Farmer i^fflff-a/.— Clairviue fell into e 
swoon, and Frederic fled instandjr oat of the 
bouse, with that precipitance and perturbation 
which mnst ever be natural to so unhappy a situa- 



This unFoitunate eveht happening early in the' 
morning, D' Avignon did not survive many hours. 
. — ^Though Saint Julien enjoyed an idea, the se- 
cret trium|rfi. which this stratagem gave him over a 
woman, whose conduct .towards him had provoked 
so unmanly a resentment ; yet be apprehended from 
its success no other result, than her disgrace ; — ne- 
ver conceiving diat from such a connection as 
D'AviGNON had with her, any point of honour 
would have stimulated him to oppose the arm of 
•ge, lothevigeurof youth. — He felt himself how-- 
ever when the time arrived, by no means in an easy 
situation — it Was a painful suspoice, between hope 
and fear— be was alarmed for the difficulties in 
which he might possibly have involved hu' son, — 
and feai ed also that the great influence of the far- 
mer General, when he should know who bad sup- 
planted him in the affections of hit mistress, might 
be highly prejudicial to the future interests of Fre- 
deric. — He passed the night in much disquiet i'nor ~ 
darcd.the next morning to moke any inquiry, lett 
be might awaken sospicion; but in the utmost 
anxiety waited at hone the arrival of his SOH} 
wholly ignenat of die accne that bad been acted 
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till the following letter, delivered about oocm to 
his servant, by aa unkno^ni persoiii opened to him 
the falsi catastrophe.— 

-^'* My rendezvous with the Clairville, to 
" which you so strongly prompted me, bath been 
" attended with the most dreadiul consequences— 
'> we were surprized immediately on our retnrn 
" from ihe masquerade by D'AviONON, whoB^w 
" at me with the madness of aa assassin, — It wa* 
*' in vain that I attempted every thing in my power 
'* to appease bis passion — I was at last necessitated 
" to oppose violence to violence, and in defend- 
** ing my own life, I have but too much cause to 
" apprehend, that I have deprived him of his. — 

'" In the hours of horror which I passed since, 

. V I have been awakened as front a dream, to ft 

" just sense of myself. — I view with despair my 

" .yoath plunged so early into vice, and stained 

*' with another's blood I — 

*'. Terrible as my redections arc, — they turn with 
** indignation on a parent, who instead of gui^g 
■* my steps to virtue, hadi trained them in the paths 
" .«£ profligacy ; and by his own wtetched exaiS- 
^' pie deceived his son into luin.— 

'* By the time that this reaches yOti, I tb^ be 
." ioany l^gues irom. F<^is.7-Tp fly from myself 
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-*' jjwt.oE *ho wjiW,' yrh^K thc.fnttl eirore of my 
" life may be unknown ; aa4 strivt: with repenMtt 
*' tears to amend a corrupted heart. — 

— ", TJnconnccted— forlorn— and friendless,-7niy 
" nfce^siti^.haye compelled nle in the moment of 
■"; ftf)paf!niT^, to deceive youi banker into ilie pay- 
," .]niC9it/of h^lf the tQpney lodged ia his hands. — 
.-". I:9ui hfttdly.je^rd thi^ «ic(ipn at qr^tqit^alt when 
" } coasider^iJB liule sun^as t}>Q^l I^^stsb^eaf 
;*' ai noble, pa^nigc^f (qugnderpd a^ws^y in <?tt»va- 
. >* g^Qce, and vrhichi ha<l hgnpur governed your 
.■*'-;Iife»I niight hay©, ijiherited.— With this I most 
". push .eiy. , future .d«tiny;-rwhat, it tn»y b^r M 
" unknown— and will e*er remain so to yon ; as 
.*'..^i^.^iU probably: he the last you -wjU bear 

. , ■.'Vlflstj andiHifeippy ,.i, 

" Fbhieihci" 

Saint Juuen ea readuig this letter, for the 
,:fii« ti(ne-f!rft_ the di^t/y (/■ wWiAf.— He .almost 
-Bffi^ at theieprpaches of a son, of which his.own 
, eo4if;i9ic^ cijnfcpscd the justice;— and he had the 
.«4ditifiQ!^ •qin^i'y to reflect, that he was the ucret 
cause of the fatal event which h»ddfiveabim away 
for ever from his sight.— Though this was a cir- 
ciitntiaacqj lodged within bis.uwjiihreast, yet the 
gtuit Af ft tras ;likely .to THMin a laauftg thorn 
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there .-^Thcialk whidi bo unhappy ah affiur must 
occaiidn,~a ruined fortune — an exhauEled credit— 
the slights that had long been shewn him by man^ 
— and his la^t re niaining finances, sunk to a half by 
Frederic, — were sufficient motives to awaken an 
idea, which he soon after executed, of bidding 
adieu to Paris.— Me concerted h!s plan with a per- 
son of ccHisideiable rank, who had been much at- 
tached to hun, and who furnished htm with uich 
recommendatory letters to one of the Electoral 
conrEs, BH procored him, in a short time, a decent 
post, aad the cooutenance of his new master.— 

- In this situationbelivednearcrght years, — if not 
hapinly, at least as comfortably as could be cx- 
ftected;— hfs company was pleasing— and all th^t 

. was known of his story was, that he had,- through 
imprudence, laa out a considerable fortune.— tTbe 
recoltcctioQ of past scenes, and ihe uncertain^ he 

'was in about his son, over-shadowed the joy of 
many an honr;-~hut be exerted all die powers of 

"dissipation to drive away every uneasy remem- 

Ijianee. — 

It is tmi en easy la^ to reclaim a dcprared 
inind I— the spirit of iatriguing remained still the 
. firedominant passion of Saint Julien ; — and hav- 
ing by long and varied importunities' atteiHpted to 
seduce the affections of a' lady about tht-oaoct, 
whose, absent hu»iiand.was a.gcDtral officer in Jligh 
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cMeem with die Elector, be was instantly Ht^ 
missed from hit employment, and comonnded fay 
his prince, at the peril of his safety, to wiihdnw 
f;on> his domiilions in four-and-twcnty houit. — 

He collcaed precipitately the very little property . 
that remained to him, and retired in haste to the 
canton of Fkibourg.— He was now surrounded by 
a distress that would not allow him to shnn his own 
reflections ; — ihey presented a picture truly terriUe 
— pride stmggling with poverty, withoot — and iwt 
a source of consolation, within! — He at length 
determined to address himself to his motba''s bro- 
ther, who was a Ckanoine of the cathedral churclt' 
of Palermo ; whom he had not seen since hw 
youth, and whom he had long ceased to correspond 
with, on account of his having more than once^ 
' reproved the criminal coune of life whkh he had 
heard he led at Paris. — ' 

— Though it witi a doubt with htm vrfiether the 
CAaneine was still living, yet he wroOc to him from 
Fkibourc ; communicating part of his distress, . 
and. his purpose <)f visiting Palermo, and throw- 
ing himself under his protectiim, — resolving, that 
should his uncle be dead, or refuse to conuteoanec 
him, be would end bis days in some part of Sicily, 
:wberc his mbconduct would be unknown.— ^Tbe 
port of Marseills was the roost favorable u>bis 
imcntion ; but the question was, how to g:t tM- 
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ther ) — his finances were low ; snd the flpprchen- 
non of meeting in his passage through Frahcb. 
any one who bsd known hipi in his prosperity, was 
jMinftii. — He debuedthc matter much, and long — 
and to obviate, the best in his power, every ob- 
jection, he ccmvertcd all he had into money,— let ' 
his beard grow, — procured a religious habit, — and 
set fbiward on bis journey on foot ; — making de- 
votion, for the first time, subservient to his de- 
«gi».— 

It chanced that his roadlay though Daufhine; 
-^-and he had the severe mortification to pass over 
jart of the noble domain of his ancestors — a terri- 
tory once his own — now parted olT among various 
proprietors: — TTiis was indeed a scene that pcne. 
trated his heart ; — his strength alinoEt failed him,— 
and he sat down on a bank by the way-side, to re- 
cruit his trembling spirits. — Memory pictured to 
him the happy morning of his life, — and the thou- 
siod little incidents of uncorrupted innocence t^- 
It drew in loveliest colonn, the hospitality of a 
lather, who lived the protector of the poor, and 
the injured,— nor failed to reczll diosc blameless 
hours, when, as the youthful successor of his for- 
tunes, he used, with cheerful step, to walk forth 
itom the venerable mansion now just before him, 
to meet the homage of bis sorrounding tenants !— 
the reverse was terrible to thought — his mind 
glanced it over, and diudiiered at the view. — He 
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detested die worldj.'-detiested fainiH^;— in^^'in' 
EuBen sorrow, by 'long and vrCATj joxmusylag^-. 
found at last his way to Maiis£ili;e, where he' 
cmharked in a ship that was on the [xJinr of sailiflg*'- 
for Siciivt and Malta. . ■ - ■ 

—It was the ill fate of this yeisel, after being-.' 
t'fx days at sea, to be driven by 'C9atraTy wiodtk 
much nearer the coatt of Barb^hx thairwas for, 
its safety, as the regency of Tunis was thenjat swt 
with the. French ; and a dead calm succeeding the 
adverse weafher, the captain discovered the-iUKf 
morning a Tunisian Corsair, bearing down upon 
dicm, which ;4)peared to be too powerful for the 
little resistance he could oppose to it. — 'A general, 
panic seized every one on board; and the Counf, 
conceiving that the reli^ous habit he wore, might ' 
expose him to additional ill-treatment from those 
barbarous people ; or induce them to exact a higher . 
ransoni, threw it into the sea, cut his beard close, 
and procured a dress from one of the common 
sailors. — In hrief they were . boarded, — riflet], — 
stripped, — carried on shore,— ^examined, and seat 
to the bagnio of Santa Li7cia, which is one of 
the places where the slaves are usually lodged. — 

There are adverse hours in »ome men's lives, . 
that are eventually the most beneficial, by bringing 
home all dieir scattered thoughts and giving them 
ajustidcaof themselves !— Of such a nature were 



tfaoB*aiela&^u>^ onw Saint JoUENnuMbeKd. 
— Thoi^he wMBot (bs no public works wire 
tiiea carrying DDjcondenuKd tobodJly laboar, yet- 
hs found' himself pfaihdered of every diing, doubt- 
ful of redemption, and cooapelletl to subsist far s 
considerable time on food which was nauseating ; 
tiS a'^ilorwho wasmadti captive with hiin, and 
tbtfsame who bad fomished him with a mariner's 
gantwtir when he cast oJF the religious one he had< 
as6imtd,'bad,'by meaos of acquaintance amoiig 
thit slaves, obtBiued suffi^ent credit to open a little^ 
shop:for isaUing wine to the Tukks*, and was 
moved by humaaity, as well as venenujoQ for the^ 
C)Mm^(whom he imagined to be really one of a re- 
ligious order) to take hjm in as ao asltstanti -and ler 
hhn Jive-as he did himself. ■ 

-si-It was some mohths before Saint Juliem 
knew by what meand he could convey imtice of his 
captivity to PaIebmo; which he -wtt obliged to' 
wait an opportunity of doing, thtongh the chaaoel 
of Leghorn; as the Sicilians werethen at war 
with TOnis. — 'And it was by various accidents, 
near a year atid a half from the time of his being- 
made prisoner, before any letter, or his ransom 
arrived.— 

* TiA drcnnatuae viU sppaar lOHngc M Dmoj raadm, who 
letoUiMt Unt wine u prohibited bj ch« Koian } bat it ia well 
knonn that the use of ii is outbuized, si at leut conniied tt, in 
those disulcts where the sUtc) ore ttatiooed. 
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— ImzgioatioD lengthened cvety hoarist^pOsiadi 
—and even the distant hope of future liberty, was- 
fnqaeiitt|rdver*sbKdoWedby the.doubtot Usuttcle , 
.Itsiag still sliTe.— 

Tlielnrdihipi be endured,— the tad toaxtf'.af 
wretcbn abiDut bim, — and dtc Tccoilectioa of.hiii 
fonDernuMBcd^osperiiy, SBbdoed both bit.heiMi 
and apirita. — Hia heart was now convinced^ tbatat 
lad been totally warped by the tedsction of witt, 
and libertines ; — and the reflection which tonur«d 
him most, wai, that be had probably, by hi* own 
abamdoaed priaciples, involved his son in laiting 
misery. — He wits now sensibl*^) that virtue was a. 
reality, and not a name : and that whoever tltrows 
away the shield of religion, becomes, in the mo- 
ment of adversity, a defenceless existence,— ^He 
turned bxck his eyes on a lil'e of giiilt, and deter< 
mined, duU what leniaincd of it, shonid be conse- 
OBted to |>eDitence. — 

—At length a vessel airives, and brings him a 
more tender invitaciuii toPAi.tRMO,-^togeiberwiili 
a remittance throngh the hands of one of ttie con- 
suls, of four hundred se<juins, fur his rcdempiioii 
and journey. — Saint Julism, having only passed 
for a coaunon man, no more thm two trandred 
sequins was demantled for his ransom.— He imme- 
^tely obtained his C-^ta Franca, and took his 
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•ail £ar SioiLV. 

. — As the Eret fiuitt of a heart awakened to vir- 
tue, he preBcnted his humane bcnd^a£tor, the 
uilor, with a purse of one hundred sequins, which* .' 
with what the poor fellow had saved up in his little; 
wine trade, was somewhat more than necessary to 
purchase his freedom.— ^The Counlh^ the satis- 
£wtion of seeing him set at liberty, and quit the 
qhore of Barsaky, in the same vessel with him- 
self.— 

It was not many days before Saint JtiLiEH ar- 
rived safe at Palermo, and eitpressed, in the 
wannest terms of gratitude, the obligation he felt 
to his uncle, for relieving him from his captive 
ttate.—The good old man received him with' a c6r> 
diality he never could have expected ; and many a 
tear fell down his aged cheek, when in then- fre- 
ijuent conversations, he found his nephew redeemed 

from the worse captivity of an abandoned life 

The Ckanoine made hitn attend in all the functions 
1^ rhe church ; and omitted no occasion to con- 
firm him in his good resolutions. 

— " You have known," says he, " the ejt- 
" trcin«8 of affluence, and distress, — have experi- 
'• enced that happiness is not bora of ridies,-^an(t 



[.an:M0,G<)O'^lt^ 



«caaaidy»priog whet* vrtaehaAi pUmcditi— 
*' It is now within your reach ; and I«rii«yo»wffl- 
" not again let it dip your hold — I must daily «t- 
'-' pect to be callod from you ; — tfaa -pMr tuve been 
- " myiamily i but what I am stiil able to bequeittv 
" .you, will in your present lemper, be more dHUt 
*' ctjual to. every want,"— 

" — Little— lUtle indctfd," relied Saiht- J«>- 
LiBH, " have I merited the consolation I 6ndl— 
" You see me. Sir, humbled by my vices and ftJIy* 
" but convinced from principle, of all my errors— • 
". every wish toward the world is extinguished j— 
" and it is my fixed resolve, to retire to «oma 
** monastery, and close the evening of my We, io 
*' solitude, and contrition."-^— 

Thct Count resided with his uncle near a twelve^ 
month; during which time his choice dcteimined 
him to enter into the convent of La Trappe. — 
I had then, says the Prior, been somewhat more 
than two years aj^xMBted the superior of this 
house ; and having formerly been well kaowa le 
the good old C&aAmne, he wrote to nte on the Otf " ' 
,casion ; intreating me in the moet i^eotioOate 
terms, th^t in recollection of the frienddtip we had 
once had for each otiicr, whoMver his cc^ew 
•houLd entcf amongst us, ithat I woatd ft 
aUow him to advise wkh iiu.-» 
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-There'wasfortunatBlyjiwt theft a Vacancy, 'to 
^icb I imiiicifiately nuned hint ; and bidding an 
eternal adieu to his' benevolent tincle, he was ad- 
mined into thia convent; and in due time took the 
Gowt. — 'In the intercourses which we had fre- 
tjaeaxfy' togethei, he unfbHed to me all the Va- 
rious occurrences of his unfortunate life ; — ^Hc ever 
spoke of them with a heait-felt sigh ; and his pious 
eTtample was improving to many.— 

After he had resided among us four years, hit 
heahh hegwi gradually to decay.— The viclssirudes 
of his fortune had probably much accelerated the 
approach of age ; — perhaps too, the austerities of 
our Older, were too severe for a constitution, so 
early habituated to the blandishments of luxury ;^— 
though he was still able to attend most of our 
. functions, and lived to compleat nearly his seventh 
year. 

When his dissolution was nigh, he was brought 
out into our f:hurch, on the matted rushes, in the 
same manner as you saw our brother of yesterday ; 
whilst I, agreeably to our institution, convened all 
the Convent to 'witness his end. — His mind ap- 
.peared perfecriy clear ; — he ndiorted, *flh a weak 
reice, those arouwd him* to perecvere in pietyj 
and thenad^essed himself to me, with an eye t^t 
bespoke all the distress of-bis heart. 
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" —Holy falbar," Mys he.-n-V a little .space, , 
V anJ I .am nun)t^^ with the dead ! t-: The 
"'peaiteiKc 1 have exereiscd wjthin ihcfic, wal^,. 
*' liath, I trust, washed away the stains that dis- 
*' graced my former life ! — ^^In ihat conftdeoce I 
'*sink to niy grave! — one only anxiety agtOtss 
" my bosom ; — it is for a son, whom^nvy tmhappy 
•' example may, I fear, have rendered miser^le.^ 
" You, holy father, know my story-— O I limy 
" long-lost Frederic still be living !--Could be— 
■ • but 'tis impossible — could he but ever hear, that 
*' the once abandoned heart of poor Saint JufciEW 
" was reformed!^— could he but learn, withhotr 
*' many repentant tears I have wept for his forgive- 
'* ness I — how ardently in death wished to bequeath 
" him a blessing! — it might haply turn his steps to 
- " virtue, and my spirit would depart withoor a 
"sigh!"— ■ .H.L, ■ 

— «' Gracious Heaven!" — (exclaimed aiMiinlc, 
•throwing back" his cowl) " Gracious Hsaw«h !^ 
"thy will be done! — Behold — behold thyiffKE- 
" DERic kneels before you — as much uahkd the 
'* libertine who left you, as you the pareritifrotn 
" whom he fletU-J-O let me catch a blessing from 
" your dying lips ! — and in a last embrace, be can- 
** Celled the remembrance (rf every thing tfaat is 
'*paitt"' ■ . ■ ■; ' ■■-.■■ 
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TRe tratfeirort and amftzement of' so wilroped an 
irttervTew; 'gave a sodden hnpulwt to tha blood ; 
»iM' invigoraWd a little longer, the poinrers of life.' 

. — " A few jmomEiits," says tjie CouTi^ (casjing 
alook of the mo}[ aSectionate earnestness on his 
,8od)-h*.*' a few moments, and the knowledge of the 

-" world will avail me nothing!— And yet my lin- ' 
'* gtring spirit fain woald know by what myaterioas 
"'laeaDB we have thus met again f " 

•rr-*' R-iefiy let me say," retuiined Fhederic, 
.f* that on quitting Paris, I hastened with the nc- 
". most speed to Madrid ; accompanied with the 
" strongest resolution of amending an unfor 
"Jjb.— After some time, I obtained a 
"i«'hii c<i ^ A o/iV majesty's service, and was sent 
" into" New Spain, to join' my regiment. — I was 
" occasionally stationed in various garrisons on the 
''iSoUlherQ continent ; and at Mexico married the 
" d^ngbtfr of a deceased officer of Valencia, 
*' who had. broughi her thither with him, from 
-" EuaDFE.— rl began to experience the serenity 
*^ And happiness of virtue, and for five years, en- 
'* joyed in the ooQcty of one of the best of women, 
"every bletsiog my heart couM desirci-— -Far re- 
'."lanyed from all who kqew me,. I here wished to 
*' have ended my days, — but my regiment being 
" called homei and the climate having, much af- 
*' fected the health of my wife, she was anxious to 



** Tcturn to Barcelona, which' was her mttve air, 
" and where she had two annts still living, who 
"JiadiohercaiJieryears supplied a motlier's tosa; 
" and to whom I had not restored her ten months, 
" when the hand of death dissolved oor nnioit. — 
" Skk of the world, — its follies,— its disappoint- 
" mcnts— all that endeared it to me gorre before !— • 
, " and no pledge of love left behind, to hold me to 
" it !^I torned away from it without a single re- 
*' grct — bequeathed to the family of the amiable 
" Being I mourned, the little fortune she brought 
" me, — and nine years ago, under (he assomed 
" name of Lokenzo, withdrew into tht* mo- 
" nastery." — 

." Happy, my child," added Saikt JuLffiH, 
^^prcKJng hit son's hand with a look of eager esn- 
derness) " happy is it, that (he Great DiSPOH^R 
V of human events, hath ordamed, that w^ mdA 
" in peace at last ! — Seven of those years haVc^wti 
'' lived together in this place, thoBgh oHitoa^^un- 
" known^— often kneeling side by side at the same 
*' altar— often joining in the same devotions— ^nd 
" perhaps splicitihg Heaveo for each other.— Oh 1 
" my Frederic !— the crime which hath made thy 
," heart most wretched, i^ith the sev^est angflish 
' " haih tortured miae 1 — Ihaveinjwedtheemiidi — 
-. *< butallis, I hope, atoned!" 

— *' Father of mercies!'*'crics -the young irtan, 
■ — " thff triuniph's thine !— How wonderfully haih 
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",t1iou^^t with iia-! — [oaking' tiiaii yery-innita 
'*whifih v/ere imaumtntal to nor nrnlvai maSot~ 
*' tpDes, inftttumental m the end to our mucii;il tioft- 
|^iV«raioB} — But I talk to the dust — he is passed 
." n-vnyi Wte a silent vapowr !"-— 

This waiancene, added the Prior, of stxstiif 
..gtilai' a nature, as to merit the being recorded; 
. and I conceived it wonld not be uninteresting to a 
■fflBaof sensibility. 

. About three years after the death of Saint Jir- 
ctI£N, a fever seized several of our Convent, and 
FREDER.1C was one among those to whom it proved 
fatal. — He seemed sensible from the moment he 
■^aas tfkcn ill, that his disorder would be mortal— 
jxe snpponsd it, with the utmost lesignatiun ; re- 
■.qocatiiig with' his latest breath, to be buried with 
: hin &ther ; — and in yonder comer, where the two 
wbite xrosses are raised on the turfed hillock, one 
-graAreciHitains them both. — 

. -—I can assure you, says Amelia, thatthecom- 
■ jrficatcd distress of your story cannot bp attended to 
without, emotion, — it is an event so exti'aordinary, 
that I mach rejoice you have rescued it from the 
•ilence. of a moaastery, though it is only in a 
monastery, and only in one of Mworrfcr, that 
such a circumstance could have arisen. — 
■...;■... ".'.■■ 04 . : 
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— But I agree with yon, that mankind is little 
benefitted by thst virtue, 'Which'is only known aod 
exercised within the walls of 9 convent. — An 
avowed libertine reclaimed, — or a good Being 
s'^ggling with cheerful resjgnati9n. 'against -;t|e 
frowns of fortune, — arc much nobleri ob|ecti^„gf 
■respect iod imitation. — ,.|. 

-^True, Madam — and your old woman at ps^/tr 
per's worth a thousand enthusiasts.— 
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THE APOLOGY. 



It is much easier to read a book, tTian to write ■ 
one ;— and sliould any sceptical gentleman doubt ' 
this proposition, I wish for his own satisfaction, he 
would make the experiment. 

' — Areader may, either with orwithout his spec- 
tacles, as he and his eyes can settle it, travel throagh 
a volume just at what rate he pleases, or stop short 
the ipstant that he finds his road un entertaining ; 
but a poor devil of an author must go on wiih the 
aUnost caution, — looking backwards, and forwards,' 
and sideways and endways — and hath business 
e.'.ough on his hands, to keep every thing tight to- 
gether, that his work doth not tnmble to pieces.— 
' He is in truth only the reader's pioneer, to clear all 
obstructions, open his views, and render his way 
cheei^. — 

As every advantage seems to be. thrown on the 
reader's side, I must, as an author, contend, that 
there are some indulgences due to us. — I do not 
presume to hint, that vte have the privilege of tak- 
ing a nap, because oiir reader hath ; on. the con- 
trary, it is incumbent on us to keep his eyes open 
as long as possible, as his sleep may be death to us ; 
— but surely, while we are busied in entertaining 
. 05 
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him, 'we aokj be allowed a little r«CFeatioa our- 
■e]v:s,~anil i£ a deiick>iic meadow, or a tcmptiiig 
piede of grccn-sward, lies by the road-sidD, what 
Ktcrary code is tliere, to prohibit our taking a cai»- 
ter over it, though it lie out of the straight lint of 
our journey ! — For my own part, whenever the ol(l 
horse I ride hath a mind for a fmk, either to the 
right, or the left, I feel that I must, and will, in^ 
dulge Iiis humour, in spite of all the caimons of 
criiicism.^As loi^ as it ja oaitiral, they may £re 
and welcQine<— 

' —Now straight lines arc, and ever were, my 
aversion j-^my writing-master could nerer tenqC 
me wben a child, to use them ;— they may aerw 
iKluiiiable well fot rulers— w^king>stic^ — mastf— 
or itiay -poles, — but . the iine of beautj/ disavc^s 
them— The Fhencb, it it tnifi,'Uy oin their- roads 
by {hem, because their notions of liberty and pro- 
perty, allow them to cut through any thing,— bat 
ours in (his country, being more delicate on tlw 
subject, it is by many curves — and windings — and 
picasaot jurnlngs, -that we get &ais towit co iemn. 
t-Iq stiort, straight lines are nowAbsolutely explg- 
ded.— they are not found to lead co the preferments 
of the world; — nor do hereditary vijtucs, or ior- 
tun^, run any longer in them !-~£very read from 
Berwick upoa Tweed to.P^NZAMCE, \ssiig-itag 
—every modern walk !nd p^tatipo, zig.zag, — 
every avcRue about CQU[t,.«]^-;si^^— aadso too are 
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«H'tt\»i idttiey^my, and wbit is mwA to bcit- 
moatcd^'Ss are alt oarlives too.— Aad this is" that 
which fiictb their ravereaces so much ; aad will, to 
tfan end: of dme, Ornish us with sew volumes of 



— However disgustiug to the eye the straight 
line may ^pear, yet soy digression from it, which, 
aAcF a litdo curve, reverts into it ; becomes a plea- 
sing form; — and should digressions intersect the 
straight line on the other side also, the whole 
united, lakes nearly [he 6gure of Mercury's Cfl- 
duceusj which is indisputably the true serpentine, 
and the finest model to write by ;-^and besides, be- 
ing perfectly antique, you had better go to bed, be 
who you will, than op^ your mouth against ifj"^ 

',ri-*-Hav'm^ said thus mucliin support of an an- 
4:hoT's privilege, and at the same time the favour of 
vecasitmal digrcsfiom, not only in my own work, 
— ^ut in any work,~-or in every work, — I beseech 
Ihc reader, should he chance to see' me set off on 
a:8iidden, that he would not halloo after me, biit 
-that he will conchide, I am in pursuit of something 
&r his service, — wid consider that every writer 
knovrs, or should, his way home and is bound to 
.bkecareof his ownneck.— 

- -.-^Aodoow, COOTiTEtoos R8ADF.it, let us setfor- 
waid>KNi£e4nort .toge[her.-^U thou really hast a 
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claim to the appellation I have given thee, thou art 
jost the person I am looking for, whenever I set 
pen to paper : — but if, on ihe contrary, thou hast 
refined away thy power of being pleased ; — if thou 
canst sacrifice thy feelings to rules, — and be out of , 
humour at every little thing that may happen aioiv 
— -bven let us separate the first short turning we 
come to; for I would not travel with tliee, thougli 
^ou shouldst defray my expences to the world's 
end,— 
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J. WISH, .from my heart, I had given it the gca- 
tIeniaD,' ihoQgbt I ! — as a person who sat next to 
me at Langford's,. was chaffering for a boo&t 
which he wished for, in a lot of several I hajl juct 
bought, — for whilst he was pestering me about pro- 
portioning the purchase money, I inattentively 
missed another lot that soon followed, which was 
3 very scarce Spanish romance, I had long been ' 
, in quest of, and had come purposely to buy; which 
was snapped up by a book-fancier, merely on ac^ 
count of its scarcity, for he Icnew hot a word of 
the language it was wi;ote in.— 

I am at this instant almost in the same situation ; ' 
for while I have been capitulating wiih the reader,— 
or as the law would term it, settling articles of 
agreement with him, here is the devil and all to do 
in Margate ; — half a dozen men tied up in sacks, 
and hopping for a pig — three jack-asses rmining iat 
a Cheshire cheese, and a sipock-race oa the sanda^ 
— and all the world tliere, — whilst the prize, deco- 
rated with ribbands, is carried In procession on a 
pole, like a popish relique. — Every circumstance 
of lif^ is proportionate : — the Golden Pippin oa 
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Mount Ida did not more agitate the three- Celestial 
competitors, than this little object did ow three ter-_ 
resUal ones here. Happy she who conquers I as Ihfi 
lass with a shift to her back, standsafai better chance 
for prefenn^t, than she who has none. — And see 
the victrix has it slipped over her running dress, aivd 
marches off triumphant, — with 3 drum before her 
— aad a mob at her heels ! — 

But this is not half the bustle ; for two \;ioYa 
are just arrived from Loudon, iheir decks covered 
with new cOmers, and all Margate running down 
to the Pier-hea4 to see them land. — I doubt whe- 
ther I am stout enough to run too, — but I will be 
amongst them as fast as I can walk. — If I lean over 
this rail, I shall see them alt come ashore. — 

Mercy on me ! — I think the whole city oi LON- 
IK>N is aboard pf ship!— six!— eight ! — ten!' — 
twenty! — thirty !— fifty !— seventy ! — 1 can nevef 
go on reckoning at this rate. — What ! — are. all the 
shops shut up ? — 

—Or have you been all hit, good people f— 

— Or are you come here to be bit? — T^e wind 
has been dreadfully against you the whole way f— • 

— ^Why, as last as the boats fill, the declt ip cp- 
Tcred again with new ■ faces that rise out of thtt 
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hal*^~There i» no end of k !— 1 will poiiwelf 
coontiio more— Nay, ladlci, you need not wy 
how sick yon have been,— your looJw wHl voech 
for you, — A tCilious passage, — high sea, — all the 
pnmps conriiKiaUy going,— and no room to ttJr, 
e»en to the ihip's side, on necessary calU— it is 
moDBtroiaiy inconvenient !—im it is « p^rhf of 
pleantre, and that is enough.— 

Ab! — What is your Worship coaie down too J 
— and Madam ? — and little Mi«8 ?-— pray take care 
how you get up the steps. — All for the water, I 
stippote ?— Bless me, and I lee yonder your thrifVy 
neighbour the Common- Couneil Mao on the deck-* 
he has made the v*yage, I perceive, in hia night 
cap, and is now pullit^ his wig from his great-coac 
pocket, in order to effect a decent landing. — 

Give that fat lady, in the Brunsinkk, your arm, 
my lad; — dont you see how lame she is !— poor 
soul I — scarce a leg to stand on. — If the sea can sec 
her up right, it must work a miracle !— 

Considering the freight, and the livestock, these 
vessels have brought dowD, I affi Ml astonishment 
where they could stow so inany odd bundles, and 
bandboxes besides. — Why there is two at least to 
every passenger, — filled, no doubt, with all the 
newest-fashioned curls, — pompoons, — caps, — and 
apologies for caps. — We shall certainly have a ge- 
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Qc'ral review of them at Mitcheker's next Ball, — 
and the heads thejr belong to— and the people who 
own the heads. — 

But now all the worid is scampering anodier 
way after two coaches and four, and three post- 
chaises ;— butchers, — bakers — hair-dressers, — ani 
milliners, — running in a cloud of dtist at iheirtide; 
and all the bathers elbowing each other, and con- 
tending for the honour of ducking riic company 
who are in them.—- ' .^ 

— The more the merrier, if yon can but find b^ii 
to creep into. — Well, — it is a mighty pleasant thing 
to be on one's travels, — and nothing so fashi<mabl&, 
^for sick,. or well, nobody stays at home, — , ,^ 

I ain glad, however, that I have gojt the start .of| 
come of you, and am not just setting out en min^^, 
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■ I GROW weary of the traveller, who pesters one 
wftli every thing he sees ; carryinghis pen and ink, 
like ah exciseman, at his button-hole, to minute 
down his observations on every gutter he crosses. 
—There is scarcely any considerable object, between 
Skiof er'S Hill and Mount .Stna, which hath 
noi'been desctibed, well, or ill, by some author or 
oilier ;— a hint strong enough to determine me to 
describe nothing professedly, — but to travel and" 
write in my own way, which I can demonstrate to 
bfe'the very best way yet hit on, and attended with, 
thrfesist'faji^ue to those who travel with one. 

— Whoever gives long, or laboured descriptions, 
loads his reader with a quantity of vmtler of /act 
which lies a dead weight on Jiis head, as he goes on, 
and which many indeed have not a head to bear ; — 
but by offering him no more 'than Sketches, his 
imagination (should the out-lines be judiciously ta- 
ken) is complimented, and set at work ; busied Co 
f 11 ap all the lights and shades, and give every part 
its true tone of colouring. — 
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Wha-CTCi" 1 turn my eye, Nature, is the grcac 
object it fixes on. — I catch all the little incidents 
she throws in my way,^ — whether they arise froin 
her silent scenes that solicit our admitRtion ; or 
from her active ones that interest our passionsi — 
This steady attention to all her movements, reWdters 
ray walks and my rides luxurious ; — I contemplkte 
with delight the simplicity of the cottager, aniFall 
the domestic occurrences of artless life— not a shell, 
or a sea-weed, that the wave throws on the shdre ; 
not a wild flower that illumines the corn-fieWj. nor 
a butterfly that flutters across my horses head, but 
awakens some agreeable idea in my mind>— ^ 

La Pierre when he is riding with me, often in^ 
terrupts me with his officious care ; "and coriccivcs 
i am not well when 1 stop short on a sudden', to 
muse over any of these tiivial circumstances. — Hp 
has so much nawetS and good humour, thar'one 
cannot be displeased with him ; and too mtrih of 
the Frenchman to comprehend what it is that en- 
gages me. — ^They^ ne vois rien, which is his coni- 
- moD reply, may come as naturally from the raoiiih 
of many of my readers, who are daily treading un- 
der foot, or passing by unnoticed, the little object^ 
which contribute to my entertainment. — 

The reasoii is, that their eyes ar« looking ano>- 
ther way. — 
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^k ! voiU mm pais ! cries La BisaB.E, with 
an empliasia that shewed the exclamation was 
warm from his heart — So I knew which way his 
f^es ■mere Unking — foe I was just then riding in a 
.most lovely evening, on that beautiful terrace that 
.runs from the North Foreland, to Broad- 
Stairs, with the French coast stretched in full 
view before me. — My mind kindled with delight at 
the sight of liie azure expanse of waters beneath 
rat, and the many busy white sails that were cui- 
,tiug their way across ic. — The radiance of the set- 
ling sun (lescen<ding in flames of gold, gave a glow 
to every thing around— the inmost rccooeB of my 
breast felt its warnub. — 

,.| I. wonder, says La PiEiuiE, wh»t they are. dbing 
,justnowat Amiens? — 

,. — Why undoubtedly closing such a ^y u this 
.with a dance. — 

— And dancing at Paris, — and at Lyons,— and 
in the plaiqs of LANCUEDOC,—and along the shore 
of Marseille— and in the Mooo too, for any 
thing we know to the contraryv — 

Vive, la jote—i, cheerful heart can n^ver be a 
bad one ! 
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— The deuce take ihi» pbor fellow's inquisitive- 
ncss, for starting tip all these iileas, for liow that 
he has got me as far as Marseille, I aift in'the 
midst of all their bastides and orangeries, and ^^ll 
the glitter and perfume of that enchanting coaistT" — 
and I am dancing with them, under their mulb^iify-- 
trees, to the labour and pipe;— and my ear is gill 
of their little sprighdy airs, — and my mind crowd- 
ed with a thousand occurrences that beft^-me 
there. — ■; 

, — Well, vtve la joie encore ;— and as metp*iiy, 
says 1, can ride post at this rate, I'll often have 
aj)eep at you, and dance with you again, and agaln.-^ 

Thou art a happy, lively, sensible people \ — ^Thy 
country teems with men of genius, who cul- 
tivate those arts which embellish life ; and that ease 
of manners which sweeten society !— when nature 
hath placed us to near each odier, I grieve we'^iid 
be so frequently foes I — , , . 

. A plague on the paltry interests of the world !■-- 
that the Catching a little 6sh in another quarEf^ bf 
the globe, or a contest for a little domuiion, in a 
land of savages, should arm nation again nai;ik>a, 
— make them suspend all the graces of courte^,— , 
and involve such legions of wretches ia the WMa!- 
plicated miseries of war ! — — . 



THE OLD SERVANT. 



T»E reflected light from the white cUek of 
France, on which my eyes were fixed, made them 
appear to press forward on my sight ; and while 
my imagination was taking a frisk from the 
STttElOHTB OF Dover to the Mewterranean, 
and dropping a sigh over political necessity^— I 
found I had thrown the reins of my horse on his 
neck; Who had takeji the advantage of my inatlen- 
tion, to pick up a little clover that grew by the 
way-side. — 



V4Q 

- — Nay, — if it be thy will, old coRipanion, says 
I, e'ea taks the other bite ;— the fatmer- will be 
- never the poorer for the moathfal thou shalt atrry 
away ;— tlid he koow ihy good qualities,, he woiilt] 
letlliee eat thy fill.— 

— I will not interrupt thy pleanirable OKHnentg, 
— so prithee feed on. — Long have 1 wished an ba- 
casion to record thy deserts, thou faithful old ser- 
vant ! — It now presents itself, — and thou shall have 
a page in my book, though it provoke iht siner 
of the critic. — It is thy due, for thou hast given 
me health. — Full many a year hast thou journeyed 
with me,, through the uneven ways of the world 1 
—We have tugged up many a steejihill, and borne 
the buffet of the tempest together '. — I have had the 
labours of thy youth, and thy age hath a claim on 
me, which, while I have sixpence in my pocket, - 
I dare not refuse. — 

— Thou shalt not, when thy strength is exhaust- 
ed, be consigned to poverty and toil ! — or, as thou 
passcst by itiy door, lashed on by some unfeeling 
owner, look at me with the severe eye of reproach 1 

Had THAT HANp, which fashioned us both, 
endued thy species with the faculty of speech, in 
what bitterness of heart would they complain of 
the ingratitude of ours ! — 
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— In the'Wide extent of the aninnl reign, there 
scarce exists an object frwn which man may not 
borrow some uMfaltttat^T'thou, my [itwty friencl, 
hast O0ered me no inconsiderable one ; — thou never 
aimedst to appear what thou wast not ;^— a steady 
walk, or a chearful trot, was all thou attempcest— 
nay, :^haps it was » much -as thy master himself 
aspired to;— ^and when remembrance shall be 
weighing thy meriw, the scale shall turn in thy fe- 
vour, when I reflect, that thou scomedst to desert 
the ^thof jwture for the perilous one of affecla- 
tionl — . 

—Is it not owing to this error, that so' many 
Wigs, whom Providence had destined for the p^ot^ii, 
orihe shaft, are daily provoking a korse-laiigh in 
the world, by, aukwardly striving to imitate the 
graces of the turf, or the caprioles of (he vta- 
nagef 
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THE STORY OF MARIANNE. 



As I devoted most of my^ afternoons to Cler- 
mont, and hisfeinily, — on calling in, this evening,' 
I found Amelia had sent Marianne to the rooms, 
TCith some young people of her acquainttince. — I 
have almost been coTnpelled, says she, to force her 
out ; — she loves retirement muoh more than I wish 
her to do — I think Iier spirits, though commonly 
very good, require sometimes the relaxation of 
p^lic scales, to divert them from the recollection 
of domestic evenis, which are every now an^ then 
painful to her.— And yet, if it is not to accompany 
me, it i« with the utmost di&iculty I can prevail on 
her to mix in the world. 

—I believe, in general, said I, Madam, that 
young and ingenuous minds, whose expectations 
of it have been somewhat deceived, are not easily 
brought to be on good terms with it' again :— the ■ 
hope of youth is' ardent, and it^ sehsibility propor- ' 
tionably acute. — • 

— I fear, indeed, returned Amelia, that such 
have been her impressions ; and as she has a heart 
fashioned for all the virtues of society, I most ear- 
nestly wish 10 see them cffacedi-^I know she en- 
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teruins the, highest opinioa of jroa, xnd is much 
flattered by the attention you have shewn her;— 
a few hints thsTtfere fromyou, wh«a oppoittinitj 
oficra, would, I am persuaded, have great weight 
with her ; — and as we are now alone, if my brother- 
^11 takp up the newspaper, and suspend his party 
for hjlf an hour, I will add a few particulars m the 
general idea I have given you before, of her situa-^ 
ailon ; and ^te shall know from mc, that y<m arc 
apprized of the whole. — 

— When my much-loved friend, her toother, 
died, she left only two children, — Mariai^ne, 
who bad then just complcated her sixteenth year, 
and her brother ' Edmund, who v^as three-and- 
twenty ; — bat so opposite were their characters, 
that no one who knew them intimately, could have 
supposed they sprang from the same parents. — She; 
all tenderness and undisguised nature ; — he a com- 
pound of artifice and meanness, — guiding every 
action by avarice and interest, but varnishing his 
deportment with so much plausibility, that his hy- 
pocrisy not only deceived the world into a favoura- 
ble opinion of htm, but icmposcd on the heart of his 
sister, even though she sometimes doubted his con- 
duct. 

Though the father survived his fady near four 
years, yet her loss affected: him so deeply, that his 
health began to' decline . apace. — Edmund had^o' 



irtjiastf ioMjypracttsed on hip all his, assastifidpcm* 
crs to plea&e, and was besides on such excelknt 
terms wJdi himselfi that he doubted not but hi* 
merits w<HiIil inevitably inticlehim to the whole inv 
heritance of his father's estate i — anil aa a sister y/aa 
a very inconsiderable object in a family, he con- 
ceived the trifling portion t which would be allotted 
her, he might be easily able to pay off, by his pro- 
fession at the bar, which began now to be profitable 
to him. 

While Edmonds vanity was nourishing these 
flattering ideas, the conduct of Marianne towards 
her father, was such as is the natural result of 
the truest affection and duty. — Wlicther his pene- 
tration ever contrasted the real characters of his two 
children, we know not — he appeared to testify an - 
equal regard to both ; — but in the disposition of his 
a^irs, which was communitated to no one till his 
death, he acted differently from the generality of ■ 
parents; who suffer their pride totally to subdue 
the feelings of nature, when, to aggrandize one 
child, they too often leave all the rest who have 
been eijuaily the objects of their tenderness, either 
in a slate of dependence, or bequeath them such a 
disproportionate provision, as they can but with ihc 
utmost difficulty, subsist on — a conduct, which, 
hcJvever It may he influenced by political views, 
hath ever ap]'eared to J»e iricconcileable with pa-, 
rental tenderness. — 



[.f.iMOvCoO'^lt^ 



1*7 

On mV conscience, sister, ssysCLBRjaowT ftafc- 
ihg his eyes from the newspaper he was reading) 
you argue this matter admirably well ! — You will 
hive an the yoiingiif children in the nation of the 
sime opinion !— 

— Prithee, brother, do not disturb'my story. — 

—Do not make it longer then than the Evening- 
fost,~-iot I must have my party at back-gammon.— 
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THE STORY OF MARIANNE. 



Immediately on dSe father's death, resumed 
Amelia — who hai) never even hinted to his diH- 
dren, the testamentary disposition he had made — 
Edmdnd privately opened his will, and to his 
great astonishment, found his father had bequeath- 
ed the sum of ten thous^d pounds to Marianne, 
chargeable on his estate, which was valued at about 
twenty-three thousand, — cleaving his son the estate, 
together with the sum of two thousand pounds 
which he bad in money .'^ 

This so thoroughly disconcerted Edmund's 
views, that, availing himself of a declaration drop- 
ped from his sister, that she never had heard her fa- 
ther mention a will ; he conceived the idea of coa~ 
ccaling thb, he had found ;- and it was presuraed 
in the family that there actually existed none ;— 
but a duplicate having been deposited by the taiher, 
in the hands of a friend, who was gone to settle 
some affairs at .Lisbon, at his return three mondu 
after, understanding that his old acqnainCmce was 
deceased during his ^»ence, he waited on (he family , 
with the counteiput that had been entrusted to h^ 
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This circumstance threw Edmund into ancha 
consternation, as wanted an explanation, to those 
who were witness o£ ic ; chough the real cause ^aa 
sometime after conjectured, when the other part 
of die will, (to which there was a reference on tlic 
cover of the duplicate) was produced by Edmund, 
and pretended to be found veiy obscurely mixed, 
among some insignificant papers of his lather's. 

-Marianne had too much penetration not to be 
startled at this accident ; — it led her to susptcinm 
not very favouraWc to her brother,^— IKu it ofTered 
her a noble and unexpected independency ; and 
gave a heart so full of sensibility as her's, the high- 
est joy ; ai it was the strongest testimony of her 
father's having approved the duty and affection At 
had shewn him. — 

. . Edmund began now to call in aid, that hypo- 
crisy, of which he was so much master ;— he af- 
fected to veil his diGappointnient with great good> 
' hmnonr,— he paid every possible attention to his 
titter; and often expressed bis satisfaction, at the 
proviaion his father had made for her. — At other 
times, when he found opportunities that were fa~ 
vourable, he would put on a dejected air, — lament 
the concem-he felt to part with the family estate,— 
which he acquainted her he must be under the ne>- 
cessity of doing, from his inability to keep it up, 
with such a heavy charge as her fortune was, on it ;. 
»3 
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which infinitely exceeded in proportion, the amal 
' dispositions made to ^aughtera,— that he had fce- 
siiies contracted several large debts in hii futlier't 
lifc-time, which would overshadow all bis faOiTe 
pursuit:!, — andinconclmion.^hatbesaw no method 
by which he could be extricated from thoroany 
difficulties that pressed him, unless Ma^ianns 
would, from her affection to him, ' relinquish part 
of {ter claim. — He added, that no one was so near 
to her as himself, nor did -his modesty tcropleta 
hint, th^ lialf the sum his father liad beqimtlMd 
her, would command whatevera reasonable vfoniaa 
could require. — ■ . ■.; 

Marianne, who knew that the exact panimony 
' which directed Edmund's conduct, by no means 
tallied with the declaration lieliad made conceraing 
his private incumbrances, often felt the atjkwairdi- 
ness of her situation ; — it startled — it emharrstted 
her ; — and her benevolence, ever more awake tb<i^ 
her caution, prompted her one day, whenhchtid 
renewed the same -subject, to say, in general tertn^ 
that a brother's happiness could not but inflnenc« 
her's — that the generosity of her father had beea 
his own free act, and till the production of bis 
will, totally unknown to her, — and that, should 
any event inJife arise, in which she should be ift- 
Etrumental to his welfare, he might test satisfied, 
:ihe should retain a disposition of being so.— 
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-wAvarice often defeatj itt own designs, by pur- 
taing them with an ill-judged ardour t — this wa» 
EdmuHd'* rase, — who, conceiving that the kind 
arowal of- his sister wou^d precipitate her into his 
WTdtagem, thought it now a favourable crisis to 
prodnce a deed that Fie had prepared; — whereby, 
from motives of affection, ^he agreed, that in cjse 
fait afl&irs should require it, to accept of five thou* 
(and poBods for her fortune, in Heu of the ten thou- 
sand, bequeathed her by her father ;— he affected 
iojeedto give a plau^ibli: colour to the proposal, by 
faying, ifaat it retted on events very remote — that 
most probably he never should stand in need of it. 
—but Only wished the deed should remain as a mark 
^ love betweeo [hem,—' 

Marianne inslamly saw through the design, 
and . turned pale at the idea of its baseness ; — she 
.COucMled however, income measure, her indigna- 
tim; and with as much .composure as she could 
- Bummon, told Edmund, that his proposal was be- 
yond h«r powfir to giatify ;— ^nd though you dig- 
nify it, says she, with the appellation of a mark of 
ioV€, yet believe me, brother, it is not only un- 
worthy of you, but unworthy of me~-it betrays a 
total diffidence in my honour, by endeavouring to 
.fetter, with the obligations. of law, any act of af- 
fsclion'which ought only to he the result of incli- 
nation, — nor should compulsion ever effect that in 
my heart, which choice could not decide, — . 
H4 
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Edmuhd endeavcmred to tecplain tWay the ill 
appearance of his design, by wishing her to think, 
it was only in consequence of the good intcnticms 
which she had testified towards him; — and Ma&i- 
ANHE retiring, left him in full possession of those 
feelings, which arise from the miscarriage and de- 
tection of a dishonourable action.-— 

As my young friend ha^ been trained tip by bcr 
deceased mother, to look on me with the most a& 
feclionatd regard, she had accustomed bcrsdf oa 
every occasion, to open her heart to me without 
reserve. — I perceived how much it was distressed 
by her brother's conduct ; and having immediately 
on her father's death, invited her to the protectioa 
of my roof, I now saw many reasons to insist <m 
her accepting it without delay ; — which she accord- 
ingly soon did, — preserving at the same time,' <ri[ 
those appearances, which we both of ni wi^cd 
should still be maintaiaed. 

— I will not dwell longer on a character whicji 
can only afford pain to a manof your turn of mind; 
let me only add, that EdmONd had free access to 
. my house whenever he pleased, and, continued to 
be received, if not with confidence, yet always 
with attention; — till an event arose, which of ne- 
cessity precluded him from any future intercourse 
with us. 
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— MAKf Anna's ^&ther had- teett&bd-a particular 
ir^pird to a yoang maa of good' ftmUy, of the 

■ namet>£ Stxrlihg, with some of whose relatioiw^ 
hc4iad bcetv much conuected ; he had also suffici- 
ent- interest to introduce him so fortunately into the 
service of the East India Company, that by hi& 
abilities and good conduct, he was appointed to the 
command of a ship, at a much earlier period than 
young men in general' attain such promotion ; andj 
had, by the time her father died, made one voyage ■ 

_ at c^tain, with great credit and advantage to him- 
self, and was on his return from his second. — 

The grateful sense he ever retained of her father's 
■errices, made Captain Sterling, when at home* 
a fret^uent visitor at the house ; and it war abovt ' 
seven months before he returned from his second 
voyage, that he lost his friend and benefactor.— 
As his family and minci had also enjoyed a long 
intimacy, he was accustomed to call on me often ; 
, but I found his visits now were more than usually 
rq>cated ; and soon perceived there was a pcrsoa 
under my Toof, that attracted him more strongly 
than myself; — I thought also, that the attachment 
was apparently reciprocal on the part of my young 
friend,— and I saw it with infinite pleasore-r^ I. 
smccrcly wished an union, which on both sides bid 
so tair for happiness. 

H 5 
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CapFaiti Ster LINO was about nine yfsrE Dider 
than Makianke ; his < figure nas pleasing and ' 
manly, — he posEessed great delicacy of Ecntimcnr; 
—and was one who governed his life hy the prmd- 
ples of the nicest honour , — he was as mucheiutT 
inourcd of her mind, as of her person, — and his 
love was pdssibly heightened by the idea of her be- 
ing the daughter of a friend, whose kind offices he 
ever recollected with the warmest gratitude.— 

- Her affection was founded on a basis cqtudly 
firm:— She had known him long; — she respected, 
the aniiableness of his character, — admired his 
chceiful, open temper, — and regarded him as a pro-- 
tector and companion, with whom she could, hand 
in hand, securely tread the paths of future life.— It 
was a contTUCt, uncontaminated on either side by 
interest ; — and as their wilSs dependedon themselves, 
they had nothing but dieir own hearts to coBsult— 

— ITiere was, only one obstacle, which prevent- 
ed the immediate completion of their wishes j-^ 
.The reputation that Captain Stekling had ae- ~ 
tjuired among the /)treflorj had procured him soon 
after his return, a nomination to go out to Madras 
and Chika, which is generally regarded as ^tbc 
most lucrative station to be named to, — and he iwas 
'i^>|>6>nted t6 tjomtnand the Ingot, csteetaedlhe' 
■finest ship in: the tt)?«^w}i'sBcrvic«.--Asi this was 
to be bis last voyage, and tbat which would com- 
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pleat his fortune, there nvre many reasocu to in> 
dnce them to defer their intended marriage till hit 
retara, which wonU not exceed eighteen, or twen- 
tjr months, and which is noyf in a few weeks ex- 
pected.— 

— I hope, sister, says Clermont, turning round 
that yoo.will soon release my friend, from the 
corner, where you have penned him up— I am^ got 
within sight of thenwrwi ca^es and the anodj/ne 
necklace — but, however finish your stoiy.— 

< —As this intended union, continued Amelia, 
wore so fail' a face to those who most wished its 
;eompleti(Hi, though it disconcerted the secret hopes 
which Edmund still entertained of getting part of 
his sister's furtupe, yet it precluded him from shew* 
iog aay disapprobation of it; — he affected to be 
greatly pleased, — and to the few, who Imew liira 
as well as I did, he even made himself lidiculous 
by his overacted satisfaction, — though all this was 
put on but the better to conceal his designs, which 
were as ill coaceriod as they were base> 

. — There is evermore. Madam, sud I, a airai^e 
. degree oF weakness, which accompaniet the ac- 
tions of bad aien ; and ic often seems, by this ui^ 
guarded pait of their conduct, that ^ttrt'iAsoix 
iiMk<B:thcm the instcumetus . of theic o^d detac* 
tica.lf-n ■,,■■■';...■- , -■ 

b6 ' 
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Your Fehnrk, replied Amelia, wm fulljr jiisH-. 
fied.ia £dhund, who, some time aCto- Captain 
SterlinCs departure, began to apeak of him in 
coder tciins than he was wont ; freqscnti j throw- 
ing but in convenation with his sister, — tliat the ~ 
dispositions of gentlemen trained to the sea, par-' 
took much of the unsteadiness of the element they 
sai] over ; — that they were in reality as little to be 
relied on, being fond of forming attachments in 
every port ; — and after thus gradually awakening 
her mind Co distrust, intimated, under the sanction 
of confidence, that he had reason to believe there ' '■ 
was one already subsisting between her admirer, ' 
and a Miss Danvers, whom the Captain had taken 
out with him to Madras ;— that however unpleai 
saut the- task was, his own fraternal affection ' 
prompted him to- hint thus much ; and to add, tlmC 
the constancy of his own sex could not be much' 
boasted of ; and that the woman who built her hBt>- 
piness on the fidelity of a husband, knew not to. 
how slight a hold she trusted her peace.— 

This was probably just the point his artifice led 
to, — his aim being first to raise doubts of her lover, 
the transition from which, to coolness, would by 
no means be unnatural, — and if her present engage- 
ment could be diverted, it was possible, thafdisap- 
pDintmcnt might make her sauiions of formitig' a 
secODcL-rAl idLcveiUsi it was a chance' in bis fa- 
vour j^-aad I was inueh Buifrised'Wheii shte c6m- 
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muBtcated t!o me wJbat }>ul pud^^ to peronve that 
£pM¥<Mf> had. by Tiis, address so practised on her 
mind, as :to have greatly sOggered her in her opi- 
iiio(i of Sterx^inC— The supposed indignity dis- 
turbed her i—rand the goodness of her own heart, 
left her too .unguarded against, the duplicity of her 
brblher. 

I represented to Mariannc, that the warmth 
of her affection must have betrayed her into this 
tU-foQuded alarm, and made her inattentive to the 
channel through which it was commonicated ; — 
that as to Miss Danveks, I knew enough of her, 
totally to discredit the illiberal scandal, — that shs 
had a &rst- cousin at Masaas, who, having ac- 
quired a considerable fortune, had solicited her, and 
her mother (who were his nearest relations] to come 
over, and settle near him, — that the mother was 
ever esteemed a sensible, discreet lady,— and as this 
appeared -to me to be a most injurious aspersion, I 
assured her, that I would, for our mutual saOsfac- 
tion, endeavour to trace it to its source. 

— ^Tbere being a- ship on the point of sailing^ 
which was destined immediately to Madras, there ' 
was a chance of Its reaching that place nearly as 
soon as the Ingot ; whose voyage thither, omit 
have beca retarded by her stay at the islaudof Ma- 
DEIRA.T— I wrote therefore, to Capiam. Stirling ^ 
andintliemost.ddicatemaHQCi; I could,; told him - 
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the tnsinnations that had bccnr poured into Mari- 
anne's tars ; — that ' the high opinion we both en- 
fcttained oF bis honour, fqrbadc us to give credk 
to them ; — but that I judged it proper to apprize 
him of tlie aspersion, that he might make my 
friend, who was the qiost interested about it, per- 
fectly easy. 

My letter reached him at Madras ; and fortu- 
nately came to hand just as an express was about 
setting out, to come ovcr-land to the Companyi 
-^by which he answered me in those ingenuous 
terms, which ever characterize innocence. — He told 
me, that the insisuattons I alluded to, were so un- 
just, that he had forbore communicating them to 
Miss Danvers, whom he had conducted in safety 
to her cousin, who had made him (he most gener- 
ous acknowledgments ; — that he doubted not bwt 
that this malicious artifice, origmated from stHtis 
one, who wished to sow dissention between him,' 
and the objsct of his happiness ; — in confirmation 
of which, he enclosed me a letter, under the sig- 
nature of A True Friend, which had reached him 
just as he was sailing from Madeira, — reflecting 
on Marianne, as being fond of every new admi- 
rer ; and counselling him not to preserve his heart 
for a woman, whose vanity sought for conquest 
over many.~But I have written, added ht, to as- 
•lire her, that my reliance on her aSsction remains 
the same ;— and that this work of some tnderoleDt 
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spirit^ voulil,^ I insl; ai &tle inflaence her^s— ss 
love can onl^ live where coofi^aoce reigns ; aatd it 
were impoasible: that confidence and jealouijr could: 
. exist together. — 

—Shocking as thejdea was, Makjanne and my- 
self, after duly weighing every circumstance, had ' 
now no doubt, but that this intended mischief was 
the last unhappy stratagem of Edmund ; nor did 
we loi^ wait an opportunity, to tax him as the au- 
thor of a design, which struck at the peace of so ' 
ntany hearts. 

— However the practice of well-itudied hypo- 
crisy may enable a man to look a falshood to the 
world, yet events unprepared for, may, by their 
suddenness, often surprise him into conviction !~ 
dtcie is a language of nature impressed on the hu- 
man countenance, far more powerful than words ! 
—and when I produced him tHe anonymous letter 
sent to MADEIRA, his features all bore witness 
against a tongue, that Altered in hit own defence ; 
— he trembled — he changed colour, the blood which 
heforc wu wont to animate his check, flew instantly 
to his heart, and his heart, asltamed of it, dashed it 
back into his &ce. — His confused justification but 
strengthened the proof— and he stood before us, a pi- 
tiable example to how abjea a situatioa a man may 
degrade himsdf, whose mind is contaminated by 
ba«ne$fcand;diihonoor-~ 
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It ^as a iceae too psin^l u> aU, to be proldb^^ 
ed ; I therefore inunediaiely closed it, and leading 
Masianhe out of the room, told hun, that ai he 
had so ef!ectuaUy torn asunder every tieof atfection 
he might have claimed in a sister's heart, I now 
judfrcd it necessary, not Only for her happiness, but 
for her safety, that he shonld have no future inter- 
course with her ; — and I was compelled to add, that 
as long as she regarded me as her protectress, my 
own roof would allow him none.— 

Her fortune was soon after demanded and paid,- 
through my solicitor, without any interview of the 
parties — and if a ship, that is gone out to India, 
hath met with the Ingot at the Cape, as it was 
expected she would,' Captain Sterling,, who was 
no stranger to some of the circumstances 1 have 
related, hath before this time been fully informed of 
all that hath passed since. — 

— Tia rarely now, that the name of Edmund 
is mentioned ; but I fear past events still sometimes 
- come across her mind. — His conduct hath long ex- 
tinguished the emotions of affection — yet her 
sensibility makes her feel for his lost honour. — 

—The picture, Madam, said I, which yon have 
drawn, presents a character totally unworthy of 
disquieting the thoughts of your amiable friend — 
I wish I could have sufficieiu influeuce to effiice the 



recollection of it. — Her sentiments, however, do 
credit to ber humanity— bnt it is in vain that we 
are solicitous for the honour of those, who have 
not virtue enough themselves to be the guariliam 
of their own reputation ! — 
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PLAIN TRUTH. 



I HOLp it txpediient for our haf)piDe««,:3Rjf« 
Cleruont (throwing the aevnpaptx from^lijs 
hand] that wc sbotild £x our eyea, a» w«JoHfTiCf, 
forward, on such cbatacters us spread a «un-shiti« 
.over humsn life, and not on those dark ones thai 
throw a gloom over it, — We had better, I (btnks 
sister, consiga Ihe hero of your story to obliyion-rt 
or to the unenviable society of some of the i^r^^fM 
persona, who have furnished paragraphs in ^p 
paper I have been reading. — : < 

" — ji married gentleman, with a large Jig- 
" mily, gone off to France with his t/o3fig 
" rvard." — 

— " Two capital forgeries in the city." — 

'_" Three divorces litigating inJOtchrs Cmi»- 

" WIOMJ."— 
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" jind an elderly ladi/ of fashion found in bed ■ 
' liw'M her postilion." — 



Scandal enough in conscience for one Evening- 
post .' 

■ — I would not willingly, continued Clermont, 
believe the world" to be one jot less virtuous, than 
it was thirty years ago, — but I ajn confident people 
formerly took greater pains to conceal their vices; 
and had at least the merit of standing more in aw« 
afi^ pnblid censure, which, by what I learn since 
my return to Eno^no, hath now fiir less infltt- 
enee- ovef their actions. — 

' YouF observation, brother, replied A«ei.ia, is 
bat too just,— the indifference shewn to it, and the 
eountMance given to those, who have violated the 
_ decotHims of society, must undoubtedly more fori 
cibly strike you, who have been so many ytan 
absent, than it does us, who may have remarked 
the progress of this evil.-^The lady who helped the 
news-writer to the last paragraph, will not probably 
at her next rout, have one card-table the less oft 
the postilion's account; — nay, what will startle 
you more,— those who censure her most, will be 
of her party ; — great dinners— great assemblie 
or that happy innovation, a Svnday^s nig 
concert — though given by people whose com 
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every ome ceDdemns — will draw together many, 
who one should think would blush i» be seet) aft 
them ; — and I much fear, that the fashionable care- 
lessness which JB shewn in matters of this nature-, 
^vhile it reflects but little credit on the present ag&, 
may, by its example, be severely felt in that which 
is to succeed it.— 

Faiih, Madam, resumed Clermont, with some 
wannth, in my opinion, the countenancing those 
who are capable of ill actions, is but one remove 
from conrniitting them; — society is equally ini 
Hked,— I cannot, however, compliment you oa 
the re/Jnem en i of your manners, which seem mere 
calculated to take off every restraint, than to 
awaken, at^ emtftalion ;^the oeitt generation will 
owe yott nothii^ for it.i^I£ meritorious characters 
aie, without discrimination, levelled with mdi, as 
have deuiated.from the paths of honour, in God's 
mate what becomes of virtue f — 

—That, returned Amelia, it but too often left 
to be its evm reward, — and I trust, it will never 
want arguments to maintain its own consequence, 
whilst the reward it offers, is that sense of con- ■' 
scious rectitude, which the mind of man, how. 
ever buoyed up by flattery and fashion. Can never 
long dispense with the want of. — 
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— 'As it is much easier to find fault with the 
world, than to mend it, I put an end to the coh^ 
versation, by ordering the backgammon -table into 
the room ; — though I thought that my friend's ideas 
on the subject, were replete with good seme and 
plain truth. 
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THE BALL-ROOM. 



AA'^HAT the deuce hail I in my thoughts, when 
I popped my head into the ball-room ?— ^I, who 
have so many things more essential to dance after 
than a fiddle ? — But I hate to pass a door, wliere 
every one is carrying their best spirits — besides, all 
the world was at Mitghkner's, — so, paying my 
half crown, I took a sweat, on one of the snug, 
superannuated benches. — 

— Now of all the chapters I have ever wrote,— 
or ever shall wriift,— either in the present, — or in 
any other work, — this is that which must be 
handled with the greatest nicoCy.— Some good 
angel guide my pen ! — ^for a drop of iqk too inuch^ 
mky blot out the interest I wish to maint^ in my 
reader's affection.— 

■ " -■ I am well aware, that this is the chapter 
which will be the most looked into, — be the 
moit (hnmbed. — and after all, be that wUch will 
please die least, in the whole book.— Even while 
I am this mtHneat musing over it, my fancy antici- 
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pates the great demands that will be made for it, 
at the circulating library. — I bear Mf. Hall, ia - 
the most obliging manner, assert, that it is out.— 
" But it is the second ■eolume* I ^ua dying for, — and 
iDf cousin Pegg]^ will be quite distracted, if she 
cannot have it this evening," — 

If you will believe me, Madam, retnms Mr. 
^ALL (with the most feeling concern for the sad 
events of Death and Distraction predicted to arise 
from this disappointment) I have no less than ^ix 
sets, and not one of either of the volumes at home. 
1— Lady Fanny in the Rope-Walk, has been 
down twice herself after the second, — and two 
ladies on the Parade, are, I fear, affronted at. 
lending so often, without obtaining it :— In the 
mean time. Madam, I have the Toyshop at your 
service, or I can send you home now, the deli- 
cate EMBARRASSMENT. — 

' — I wish from my heart, that this eager curiosity 
after the present chapter, be not somewhat stimu- 
lated by a little tinctare, compounded of a. small 
portion of self-sufficiency and ill-nature, — which, 
however uowilling we are to own it," I fear most 
of us carry about ; and which prompts us but too 
often, to divert' ourselves at another's expence'. — 

— I am conSdeat, t^at roanj wjU expect to see 
here- 3 collection of portraits drawn from real life^— 

* Hui wnk wi* fint publuhed ia 4 tuIdooi, uull Sto. 
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to find some a wkward minuet recorded, — or some 
mistaken graces they may themselves have recol- 
lected, and condemned — But whofever thou art, 
who turnest over this page, if sudi be thy eicpecta- 
tions, thou knowest but little of lus .disposition 
who now is vrriting it — My pen may stigmatize 
vice and folly ; — it may blame the sacrifice — but 
never shall mark the votary. — 

■ — Was not I ingenuous enough to tell you be- 
forehand, that this chapter would prove but an va~ 
satisfactory one ? — It could not be othemeise.— The , 
subject was in truth totally out of my way. — 

— Be so good. Madam, as to read the title of ' 
my book — 

SKETCHES 

FROM 

NATURE. 

— Who could ever dream of making wiy in b 
ball-room ? — 

—And so my dear creatures vou may all dance 
on, just as you did before. — 
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THE BALL-ROOM. 



Having, in the last page, made a genteel bow 
to all maiden aunts, — gossipplng doWagers, — and 
to tlie unnecessarily inquisitive of both sexes, — I 
will, with my reader's indulgence, offer an obser- 
Yation or two, that has frequently occurred to me 
in a ball-room. 

— I am fond of every amusement that brings 
people together in cheerfulness and good-humour. 
— Dancing is unquestionably -one of the number ; 
— it is enlivening, though from different motives, 
both to youth, and age : — it gives a. certain air and 
. deportment to the person who. is well grounded ta 
the art i and sets off the yOung, and the elegant, 
with great advantage to each other. — I was myself 
once a pupil of tile iamous Marcel at Paris, 
though no one who now views my curved and un« 
gain figure, would suppose it. — My spirits however, 
are to this moment always in the dance ; — and piy 
long legs have still such a propensity to be moved 
by the sound of a fiddle, that in the corner where 
Iwasstationedlastoight, they would willingly have 
kept pace with the tune, had not I perceived that 
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tdtf keee^ were beating time, agftinlt a certliia jHSt 
«f a very fat lady before me, wliicli lapped six 
inches over them, and which (had there been a pos- 
-ubility) I shtHiId have truly rejoicedBhehadlfiftat 
- , home*— 

r-I wiih, by the by, that in theatres, andother 
places of public resort, where the propri«ors«re in- 
terested to place the benches, much closer together 
jhan suits the ease of the spectator, a master of 
the ceremonies was appointed; who, as people 
seated themselves, should take their altitudes, pfo- 
jections, and circumferences, and dispose them in 
such a manner, that they might have nothing to 
coinf Iain of, before, or behind.— 

— But to return to the dance. — 

I mutt own I am rather sorry to observe, tjiat 
the CoTiLLOH begins to be introduced into our 
balls. — How far more experience in those dances, 
may improve us in them, I know not ; bat I hftve 
scarcely as yet, seen the figure gone through with- 
out interruption. — Besides, we seem to jvant chat 
festivity, and that enjouSment, which hath made, 
me view them with so much pleasure in France. — 
Whoever has attended to thein, evenui'the Bqie 
DE Boulogne, au Saint Esprit,' or at any of 
tlie guinguelles about Pabiis, must have rcmu;kcd. 



■ Tlft(!(*d ^ml dances toilh the bodj/, and e«ry f«- 

■ Wire of the face tell you it does,— 

■ Another objpciion to their coming intapubltc «se 
here, is, that they occupy a very large space in a. 
room, and employ but very few; so that in a 
cruwdcil assembly, the far greater number must be 
nteivly spectators, and the few who -dance, become 
eiftretnely OisCinguisheil ; — whilst the whimsical 
'stepSt and high capers, which are piactised in our 
Kngl!9H Cotillon, furnish more of a spectacle, 
than tnauy ladies may choose to contribute to, — 

—Our own country dax-ces have the peculiar 
advantage of admitting a very large numher to Join 
in them. — I have seen them practised and admired, 
in most parts of Europe ; and they are in my idea, 
infinitely better calculated to display, (hat elegant 
ease of motion, which has been so prc^rly te.'mcd 
swimming in the dance ; and which would inevi- 
tably be lost, shotild we apply to them the thca- 
'rrical steps, which the" professors of the Cotillon 
now teach. 

—As dancing is an act of hilarity, I think in ge-^ 
neral, that we appear to make too serious a business 
■of it. — The exercise gives an impulse to circulation. 
— We may also allow something to the animation 
-*P'iBUsic, — and for more to the animation of senti- 
ment, naiurally excited by being engaged in so 
12 
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pleasing a familiarity, wiih the sex wc most wish 
to appear favourably %o -, — and yet, m almost every 
ball-roon), how many couple do we sec journey (v'g 
down a dance, wiih such sei-ious countenances, as 
if they were rather toiling through a pennance iiti" 
posed theiD, than engaged in a voluntary amuse- 
nient !— 

, — It is certainly being undesirably philosophical,' 
to feel pleasure, without expressing it,-^ 

— Nothing is more calculated than the MfNiJET," 
to shew an elegant figure to advantage ;— it is the' 
aft of moving with grace and ease, — but to dance' 
in that degree of tasic, as to command admiration, 
requires early instruction, good judgment, and a 
nice car, superadded to many persona! eudowmeuts: 
— As greatly to excel therefor^, inthis'accomplAh-' 
ment, can happen but to few, a moderate know- ^ 
kdge of it may be dispensed with, and attended' 
to; — but it wofiid be far better declined by thfc 
many, who attempt it without any of the reqoisites. 

— Acts, which are the efforts of grace, ought 
to be gractfuUy performed ! — And as there is some 
path, or' other, in which everyone may walk with 
propriety and success, it is a sad mistake, when tfre 
place ourselves, unnecessarily, in such conspicuous 
situations, as we are totally unsuitcd to appear in. 
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, When d'lscoci] agitate the assembly of the Gods; 
and their wrangles had made a bear-garden of 
Olympos, Homer makes Vui.Can take up the 
goblet of Nectar, and hand it about among them, 
th^t ibey might drink ttieoiselves Into better hum otir. 

— Now Vulcan was altogether one o( the best 
of the whole ctew ; — he was honest,:— he was in- 
dustrious, — hfi waa a peace-maker, — and added to 
all — he was a hu>baad for any age, or any country j 
—for he could annite himself with forging a nail, 
or a hoTK-shoe, whilst hi* wife wait cuckolding 
him in heaven, and on canb. — 

— It was an absurditjr ia Vulcan, who was na- 
turalli/ very aukward, — and accidentally verjr 
lanfp, — to aSect an office which demanded the 
grace of a Ganymede ; — the consequence was, — ■■ 
that he diverted the attention of every deity present, 
from their own concerns, and forced a good-hu- 
moured laugh from the whole assembly.— 
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THE' INDIAMEN. 



La Pierre liath so much vivacity, blendeti wlfh : 
so much natural courtesy, — and possesies'Wswi 
so strong a disposition to ihnist himself ■into'cVery 
jitace where intelligence' is to be procufetl,-' 'tlftt 
r.othiiig is stirring from' One end of'MARGA+E-'t!6 
the other, that doth not come' to bis' kilo%Vledgel-ia 
■ He is heVcr tvithoiit a fei/^ifc^ In his bosbtii, XwhiiH 
he presents to the 6rstfille de chamlire of his adi 
fjuaintaiice that he meets ; — his great pride is to he 
idrtiitctfl to''tiielr'tea-ttihleaV irtidliH'cdSy.'Wppy 
spirI(S,'''tnii1ie'!iim ptrfectly' at ■hoitie,'";<v1i6i-«vK"hfe 

'^(ki!— ■'*-■'■' ■■''■ ■ ■''/■■■ '■■'■ ^^--li^-i .-),- ;... 
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—The poor fellow could hardly make my coffee 

at breakfast, without burning his fingcis, from his 

impatience to tell me, that he had been down on , 

the Piei' to sec two India men, which were lying 

lad come to an anchor the.pre- 

lling, at the same time, from his 

teezcd-up silk, haitkerchief, to 

e had bouglit from some one 

'1- 

inquired, said I, wheihar ■ 

vom voukz dire^-' 

What! would you answer my question' before 
you know it ? — 

— 'Ko, Sir i but I supposed you was going fo' 
psk,. if either of these was the Incot — so l.ran 
ilpwn to the circulating library, to get their names, 
•r-imd ^Monsieur Hall tells me, that the Ini^ot is 
^peeled to be in the Downs in less than three 
^efks, — 'b(;ing sailed for Ireland to do her busi- 
ness ihete,— or the Captain's business, — or somer 
l>ody's business, — apparemment pour fcire sea 
affa^es. 

, —If Monsieur should not tide out this ojioriilpg,. 
there, are two or three servants, who live with the 
Frkncu family in the Rope-Walk, wiio have got 
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: ieave to -go ^mnl, tifd would t^e raii widrihem 
ia their boat.*—! never was in a large ship ; and feb* 
.aidei, I should like to buy two or tbree l^ns to git^e 
to MadaiD Amelia's maids, who arc always so po- 
lite to me.-^ 

— Tbou art heartily welcome (o make one of the 
party, said I, and take thy own tiine.-^l see, ' La 
PiEKKE, ihou wile never be worih a piece of 
Trenie sout, while there is a bawfale to be pur- 

. chased, or s petticoat to present it R>. Aftet tMs 
perroission, ha would not have stayed to get his 

^breakfast, though he had been sure of eating nd- 

-thing for the next tweniy-foor hours. 

\ —No circumtuncc makes thetowns ontbecoi^ 
of Kent more alive, than the coming in of 'Hhk 
Indiamen — all is then in motion. — I took a wtlk 
on the c\\& ott purpose to enjoy the bustle of the 
tcene^ the tea looked cacommoniy gay, — the sh^ 
f iding at anchor, with their colours flyiiig.^btwM 
knsiedUn carrying them fresh provisions from the 
^re,^— so tnaliy little vessels plying about thenv 
and those of the custan»-hauGe, lying beside thcti^ 
as guards, — while parties' of compaoy from Mar- 
gate, and others, who coiHe down from LONDON. 
to meet theirfriends on hoard, covered the fine blue 
surface with a mtiliiiude of little sails. — 
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' — A fihjp that liatb tFaveraed, the globe, aiuLcut 
ber passage through 3 world of waters, that, after 
.sustainingaYjiriety -of climates, and all the coa- 
flicls of opposing elements, arrives at last at her 
destined port, hath ever appeared to tne as an. ob- 
ject which conveys an infinite pleasure to the mind( 
— I caimot but reflect, that every Being she brings 
back, standing in one or other of the relations of 
husband, parent, son, or fiiend, — hath many hearts 
that atixiously beat for his rcium,— many eyes that 
wait with eagerneK to catch ihe iirst look,— and 
tars that impatiently long to know, how. the sad 
-interval of absence Iiath passed away J^When the 
imagination multiplies this, by the' number ihnt 
forms the complement of a large shij), it views all 
(1)9 tcndercst' affection* of the louli-set a&oat by 
h«r i^e arrival ! — 

.. 7— Whilst benevolence conteniplates such a ylsU 
■ oeary scene, the vicissitudes of life iijduce ourh<i« 
manky to offer up a silent wish, — that no tale of 
wt>e may remain to be unfolded, whose dhtrestf 
Bhall overcloud the tun-shine, or blast the baj^f 
expectations thai hope hath cherished 1— 
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I KNOWnothowithatI»comeab66Mb«i^lAi(o/^ 
led my reader ' through one volume, and Blittostl 
half through a second, wiEhouteveroncecoaduetle 
"ing him op to the FoRX ;-^wherc, if he it a;lone<^ 
of'NATUKE, he, will be chariuod,^aD(l it ihe^.is[ 
not, i fear I shall have but Utile interest with htMii 
eidiet on the Fort, or elsewhere, who have vovrts^ 
myself 4o her service, <aiA devoted all my atteotiate 
to ihisglorious mistress.— It is from a fihabby bdnch^ 
placed on this tummit, that I frequently mu^rtond 
die Dot^ prospect that is spread, beneadi.-'— BoBifX) 
me^ the eys is lost ia sea, and air,— faitf esA^ndia^ 
udemxyst taka in the winding cVt&SitaaiA^ 
KoHTH Foreland to the Isle of Shepey, widiaH 
tht^i&ter^versed villages to the left, that' enrich the 
coast^-^ternuDated by tlie dmrdi of iheTw^Sis* 
THU— whose doi^lc ^ires not ooly catbdlidh^'lfas 
scene, but rise up a faithful guide to.the^mariniiE:^ 

J — Atlretsrnedalong tlienocthjemclifffroRtRiyi 
vftlk, inteodipgtomfiketny 3£CUttaiiifid>tnlCAt>tha> 
FQHTflpercMteduy b«Qcb.«nwfwsMssaeAli)ra.lad]Di^ 
and vhMt I found OBa.neanw Sffnoaohj: toi»:i^ 
»mUWeMAiUA«lJE.— I,kncw8h«iQotl<J)i»til»t>te 
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an interested spectator of the scene before- her; 
which most, in idea, anticipate the return of onff, 
©n whom her future happiness so mnch depended. 
— She was dre^ed simply elegant ; and wore, in 
compliment to her absent lover who Had presented 
her with it, a beautiful chintz negligee, tied up 
with' ^reen- ribband, and ahat decorated with ribu 
band of the same colour.—As I sat down by her, 
rite'^atsfimcd a smile, though there was a pcnsirr-' 
ness on her brow ; yet at the same time, there ap>> 
ptared so nmch sense and character in her oouQtO- 
iMBCb, : as'could not but interest whoever ^preach- 
ddJhcr. — I complimented heron the arriTal of tht' 
Aapsi that were then lyinjf full in our viewy aodi 
on.dKJ welcome news they had brought, of thei. 
£v80T''& being so near home. — I meet it indeed^ sbii| 
Be]dled, a& a cbcumstance . of real joy ;— ?nor ought) 
{jlWffl^, if the path of life I have trodden! ilialhi 
bcbn .'luneven, providcAi it leads to happiness at: 

ka^^- . . I- ^ 41 

vH^And'^^kt better teimination, saidTj: can<ihe 
snlooiheEt conduct ils to ? — ItienounpIvasiMg ideaj 
wb^ some have ntertainttd, that every one- hath^ 
a guardian spirit hovering near, whose friendly 
ofBcoiris, togivC' us safe ifonvoy through all the 
diffic)dties:whichilie>aerot«' ouic. u^ay, -and'to tH]>J 
I»qhi:ii» uilAer^e[8pvei%st.trials.r*^ Why maylwfe-noi 
coficttilrei thiff-iiMginary existenoe'tobe Hd^ 1-^ 
'Wfsviiiaatyi-.waf-mtt,' tnat to il sifergtide,- not 
16 



wish, io the. ho\a& of adyerse foitmwy. to he- led 
forward bf . the hand of a more cheering , CQiri- 
panloQ. — 

But prithee, tny gentle Ia4y> what thorn hatfa 
.been rankling ia thy poor litlle hosom ? — Thou hMt 
hit, perhaps, upon some melandioly page of Jifc, 
and turned down the leaf to ramioate oq it — Who 
meets not with it ? — It is for the perusal, of all th* 
sons and daughters of man ;— ^nor is it in the end, 
'unprofitable reading — since it shews M^itioails 
vanity, — pride us meanness, — wealth it* emptiness 
— and learning its insufficiency ; and. by lesclling 
alt ranks of mortals, annihilates the paltry ilisDii]C« 
tions of the world] — s. 

O Sir ! returned -Marianne, (fetchiiig a »e^ 
p Sir, I have a brother I — .,i / 

—Who is, replied I, unworthy your regard.Tri'i 

—One, whose disposition— ,j 

— ^Was never allied to your virtacs.— ' ' ' 

—His heart, indeed, I fear— 

—Is conlamirrtted by every pateionthftt canmosf 
debase it. — ■.%■'■■■ '■•'•■' 

7-Tli^ qnly.r^maini^foriJjc-T , ., .. ,, 



—■To wipe bim from your memory, and leav.e 
him to the bitterctt of allTeproachcs— his owq — 

— I dale believe I am an echo to your thoughts j 
—but, my dear, good girl, Amelia hath opened 
to mc your vdiole siiuacion, and the painful tiials 
your semibility ha4i sustained.— I have a tear to 
■give every child of sorrow ; — and I trust, the foun- 
tain which supplies it, will "never be di-y !-i-but I 
.would now rather personate your guardian spirit; 
and, tumiog our backs on difficulties surmounted, 
twk forward with you to objects that wear a hap- 
pier face. — It is not a few bad characters we may 
chuice ro meet with, that should put us out of hu> 
. mour with the world. It is for our peace to re^ 
collect, that the Great Director of this immense 
Swork of creation, is continually raising up others, 
who have breasts that glow with virtuous senti- 
mcnts, where congenial hearts may securely re- 
pose.^ 

' Believe mc, Marianne, it hath only been by ' 
viewing events on the favourable side, that I hate 
myself borne so well the buffeis of , fortune. — For 
- I have also, amolig my own &mily picttu-es, some 
abominable originals, — and sucli terrible, strong 
likenesses too, (hat out'of humaoity, I keqi a cur> 
tain over thenL — 

—1 verily think, in the disposition I theti was, 

■ • 



d»t to divert her ideas, I should have pulled it a lit' 
tie aside, to have given her a peep at one, or two 
of them, — had we not been interrupted by three or 
fonr.hidies of out acqu^nt&qce,- who ^^4^^ <^<^^ 
up with their glasses in their hads, to uke a view 
of the new-arrived Indiauan, and immediately 
joined us at our bench. — I believe Marianne 
Tvished- them, just at this time, any where elsej-r^ 
but they saved me the pain of uncovering a single 
portrait, and fully answered the same purpose :— ^ 
For among the many advantages that attend perfect 
good-breeding, there is one, that hath nevdr been 
, enumerated, though far from being the least ; — and 
tbat is, the relief which the mind, when under any 
depression, receives upon the sndden intrusion, of 
company, by finding itself compelled to bestow on 
another, that attention, which would otherwise be 
rivetted to its own situation.— 
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ll/IDO, folinilrcss and queea of Carthage, is 
the first woman of antiquity, who h recorded for 
driving a good liargaii. — The Jews and money- 
yofiBEils, have the highest veneration for her me- 
mory; — andlam informed, thatj/ic, andher fiui'i'jc 
hide, is a favourite toast among all those people^— 
Dot'oiily within the purlieus of Duke's Place, bui 
in the hcighbotirhood of every si/nagogue in £u- 

■ ROfE.— \. 

— ^Therc are two ways of measuring any thing, 
as the widow of Sicasijs well knew ; and as 
every shop-keeper who retails commodities per- ^ 
fcctly understands, — and the possessor of this know- 
ledge, must ever ha.ve the balance of trade iahis 
favour. 

— Whoever is to open a comiderable commerce 
with the world, it will be much more worth to 
him thah the whole round of sciences,, not only 
to know to an inch his own measure, and how 
bs he could od a pinch stretch, it, — but also.to be 
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itilly acqDainted with the measure his neighSpur 
goes by ; — for by thus skilfully calculating the lon- 
gitude, — latitude,' — altitude, — and rectitude, of the 
parties he has to deal with, he will be enabled etju^lljr 
to guard against the fallacy of. a minister, or th^ 
, imposition of his taylor. 

With respect to the world. La Pierke was a 
mere infant, — ever pleased with its coral, and lis 
bells, — but without a tooth to injure any one (7— 
The simplicity of his character, made him daily 
meet with some £incied distress, which, to another, 
who was more hackneyed in the ways of mahkibd^ 
would only havepassed among the common occur- 
rences of life ; — though, to say truth, nothing sat 
long on his mind ; a deep sigh or two blew off the 
load, and a whistle, or a song, which soon follow- 
ed, obliterated every trace of its wciglit.— tt 
chanced, however, that I got to my lodgings soon 
after his return from the Indiamem, and befqrp 
cither the sigh, or the tone was come to his aidj or 
had eflaced the first impression of his present gri^-^, 
Vance; which was sufficiently apparent in La. 
Pierre's couotenance, that was at all times aa i^- 
dex to his bosom, and like a well-printed shop-biU/ 
notified every concern his heart had to dispose of, — 
Tile morning which had promiicd so much aatlsfae- 
tion, had been over-clouded with drcuidstancrs,, 
both ttntooked for and unpleasant. — As the poor 
fellows pride was to be as smartaspossiMe^'When- 
effr any feitralcs were to be of bit party ;"ln g^- - 



[.jniMOvCOO'^lu 



Jg5 ■ 

ranting one of them into the boaV, at the TaraJe 
sUks, he unfui tunaiely slipt almost up to his knees 
in the muddy water, and (juico disfigured his white 
silk stockings. — This was an event which might 
have disconcerted a better French philosopher 
than La Pierre, and was but a prologue to worse 
disasters ; — for a fresh breeze springing up, when 
t'ley bad got about a mile from thcshore, the tossing 
of the waves bo disturbed his empty stomach, as to 
Riake him wretchedly sick, till he got aboard the 
Indtaman 1 — the civility of every one there, made 
him soon forget wTiat he had suffered;— he pur- 
chased t!ie little trifles he wished j~and would have 
returned to shore perfectly sick, and happy again, 
had not some custom-house officers hai]ed the boat 
and stripped from him and his party, the poor six- 
penny cargoes they had been so far. to fetch ; — nor 
wx> this alt — for they took away besides the new 
IvDiAJi'H Afln(iA-ercA('e/"he had bought inihe morn- 
ing and which, in his hurry to set off, he bad forgot 
to put our of his pocVet. — 

Suets miserables I cries La Pjiriie — queli bar- 
tttres!— 

~That, nys I,— And sending diem to the devil 
ID' good Frkiich, is all you have for it. — 

--TWhyjWbat.4oy<>0 think. Sir, added he, theking. 
caqi,get,t)y lj)4,i)p{}l.0Q a:o(wpl9 of India Fansi . 
that Dispeople are so.walchful for his interest J 
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That is a question, returned I, tlrat mig4wha(ye-' 
puzzled the calculations of your countryman, -Ofc 
MoivRE, — but considci'ing the number of haadsit 
nibi against, before it reaches the Exchequer, I 
should conceive his net profit codid not exceed the 
four litindrcdth and seventy-third part of one 6t 
your liards.'^l am an avowed enemy to all fcouh- 
terband dealings, — as well as to all the little dii't^. 
insolence of office— but if you had not been k Oo-i.. 
vice in these matters, you might have obiiinerf ail 
easier solution to your question, by offering Srei^ 
titutionfee, and so purchasing your fans a s'ecClt^ 
time^ 

Mon Dieui exclaims La Piekre, wlial dfin:^ 
a bribe. Sir, lo a king's servant ? — ' " ' ''"". 

Ah! pour cela, omi, orro a king'siriistfiJsi^,.^^ 
or to a king's any thing — only give it a diffet^t 
name. — Modem language hath maie it patatahiv 
. to all ranks, under the idea of acknowledgements 
or attention , — as the disgustful ingredient^ of an 
apothecary's vial, are swallowed without feluotamce, 
when the label denotes it to he a cordial mixfure:-^ 

Now as ihis cordial mtxiure must, like all othtr 
cordials, be administered for ^-arions purposes,— a» 
also to various constjtntions,-^and be so tempered 
as to act either as a stimulator, or soporific, as oc- 
casion may require, — it is expedient, that it be al- 
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WAy^jy4icf«t|»ljr applied >i,a»d, when iWolU adapted 
toi,t|ie stpinach that, in© rcccire it, can.veryjarely 
fail fpfijisuriiigsuccciis-. — : • 

,,t— No one better unilerstood how to manage a 
i(;/yic arifijlly, or to .tamper wich the passions, than| 
tlicyiWe FjioNTix. — He was, peihaps, .too much 
aiUictcd to picas Lr^, and .intrigue, but had mucU 
wit) and infinite good-humour ; — he possessed a 
presence of mind, equal to an emergency ; and 
v^^ go.happyin his addiess,.as to be ahnost irre- 
fiiftitjl^r- 

— By the by, I have never gone into the church 
(]^^A/NTSui'F(c£ at Paris, wiiiiout lamenting, 
that he should lie there without having even a stone 
of two feet Equate to record his memory, who had 
talents. $0 superior to the herd of Abbis;viho litter 
,fh,c .BuuLEvARDs and the Thuilleries, and hav.e 
^gtbiqg but their black cloalu to distifiguish them.-r 

... -f^Maii^me de Chateaurouoe was arrived at 
ihait; period of life, when ladies "in France turn 
dSvoles, and con&ne all their favours within the 
pale of the church,-'— Sainte Th'erzse observes, 
■ in some of her visionary compositions, that women 
, muse. occasionally transplant their affections ;— and 
tJiijs it is,, that French saints wsually take the leav- 
ings of FiL^NCH-jinwcci— 
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This lady 'had takeo a pretty longtime to settle 
her conscicace ; — and there refnained some points , 
of reform yet unadjusted, when she called in to 
her assistance the ^bbe Frontin, who very soon 
became her, intimate attendant, accompanied hex 
fieqiiently to mass, was consuntly of 'all her par- 
ties, read to her in her closet, and aired with her 
in the Bois de Boui«cn£. * - ■ 

It chanced one summer's aftcmboti, that Jlfa*' 
dame de Chatxauhouce, alter her coffee^ httS 
retired into an apartment which looked '. into the- 
garden, to eiyoy the fresh air, and the fragrance of' 
a little orangery, that was disposed in a<seniiciit)9' 
before the windows, which were thrown open;-**^' 
As the SQQ still shot obliquely into the rootti, thtt-' 
green lustring curtains were dropped, to-giTC'tt' 
more pleasing tone of light. — The Abbe wasitSilAl ■ 
by herons sopha; and» at herrcquwt, waft inwef*- 
taining her with a new piece of Crebslloh, ckH^! 
Les egarements du Caur ft de I' Esprit, which had-" 
just then appeared, and had much excited the cOri-' 
osity of the pubhc. — 

—I leave it to those who are fond of investigat* 
ing causes and effects, to^nd out how it came to 
pass that Madame de CuATEAUKot/GEr'as the ■ 
Abhi proceeded in the work, witli otnphasis^ and - 
spirit, had insensibly reclined her head oohssbosW 
der, whilst the /Jii^f holding the book inbisrighr ' 
hand^ bad inadvertently dropped his left arm, across. 
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her Jap.— The censorious, may misinterpret the po- 
-sition. they sat in — iho candid, attribute it to 
agci^ent, or the weather — and people of a sen- 
timental tarn, may ascribe it merely to the hav- 
ing their attention absorbed in the novel, and to 
the ingenuity of the writer in thus interesting the 
passions. — It is my province only to say the fact 
was as related; and a little gust of air on a sudden 
swelling the curtains, the leads on its cessation 

, falling against'the wainscot, gave three or four re- 
pCRted raps,— -irhich being heard by Grison, the 
old maiire d'Holel, who was settling the house- 

• bpok in the next room, and who, mistaking these 
T3^ for a method, which his lady (who was a little . 
lame apd unweildy) sometimes used, to summon. 
hvtt with her crutched stick, when she sat at a di^- , 
l^nce. ifova the bell, gently opene<l the door, and 
c^ceiviog immediately, by one glance, that he 
CQwld.noE be wanted, — instantly shut it again as 
gently, — and sat himself down very composedly, 
tq hisaccounts,—- for he had lived long enough in 
the family to have the sagacity of knowing, when 
he ought to see — and when not. — 

The Abbi, who had just caught a glimpse of the , 
fttaUre d'/tSiel as he peeped in, thought it advisea- 
bleto secmvhis interest; — and as soon as the story 
wan kt a. full Stop, laid down his book, and walked 
into the, adjoining room where Grison was, — who 
heiriog somebody step towards the door, threw 
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himself agam&t tVic back of the rtiair, and reciln- 
ing his head on his hand, with his elboiy on the 
utile, pretcnJcd to be sound asleep. 

The Abi>i, who, as I hinted before, was never on 
any occasion in tlie smallest degree emliarrassed, 
knew, by appearances, that he was sureof hk manj 
and gently laying a Louii d'or on each of his eye- 
lids, s4id, with' a tone of pleasantry, "there are 
" none who see- so little as those whose eyes are 
" xcell closed." — 

— "True, Sir," replied Grison, — and if you 
" will slip another between my lips, you will be 
" certain to make me dumb, as well as blind." — 

—This felloi 
Revenue officer, — . 

— In any place where no dutj/ was expected. 
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Whoever hath passed aoy length of time at 
. these places of public resort, by the sea-side, must 
have remarked that there is constantly a flux and 
reflux of the company who frccjucnt them ; and 
that the shores have their revolutions and changes, 
as well as the element that flows along their sides. — 
I often, as I pace up and down the Parade, miss 
faces I have been accustomed to meet in my daily 
walks, and am stared at by others that are totally 
new to me — nor is it a small pleasure to me, who 
am looking afier Nature at every step, to observe 
features tinged with the hue of returning health, 
which a few weeks before I had seen overcast with 
languor ; and limbs beginning to move with frec- 
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iloip, which were lately contracted bjr palp and^dis- 

As I havebfifore convinced roy readers of tl)e 
benefit of smelling the sea-mud, so these pccui- 
Tcnces convince me of the bcuefit of using sea- 
water, — As an added proof of its efficacy, I popped 
yesterday on tht/at ladjj In xKk B>-unsu}ick^yiUoai 
1 before mentioned as being so lame and unweildy, 
and whom 1 had given over as incurable, when she 
was helped down the side of the Hoy. — I was per- 
fectly amazed to see the briskness of her a!):, and 
her round, laughing counienance, half buried in % 
FRENCir night-cap: — and though she still retains 

■ a considerable hitch in her gait ; yet she walked 
with no other aid than a lady's arm, on which she 

■ reclined, and one of Mr. Hall's pastoral twined 
crooks, which no female of any taste can appear 
without. — Even my own lean carcase, though t 
neither intentionally smell the mud, nox ever come 
in contact with the water, is both strengthened ana 
plumped up-by the sea-air, — and my weak consti- 
tution, which has, for two volumes, been so great 
!l plague to the reader, and for many a year, a far 
greater one to me, is from the same cause so much 
strengthened, that I have but even now, wiih 
eighty or ninety long strides, mounted up to the 
Fort, withont a single halt to fetch breath.— 
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' ^fl[t)W Sweet is thy return, O Health ! thou 
rosy cherub !— my soul leaps forward to meet thee, 
whose true value thy absence can only teach uit— ^ 
When thou conicst, with healing on thy wings; 
when cveiy part, and nerve, andariery, are obedient 
to their office ; and when this complicated machine 
is so perfectly harmonized, that we perceive not 
that we' have any part, or nerve, or artery, be- 
longing to us, how sweetly is the mind then attuned 
to receive pleasure from every inlet of sense! 

—God of my life ! who numbercst my days, 
teach me to meet with gratitude, or patience, the 
good, or ill, which in the tide of time shall float ' 
flown with theni!~but never withdraw from me 
those native spirits, which have been the cheering 
comfranions of my existence, and have spread a 
gilding upon every thing around me !— that I may 
Continue to view, with rapture, the inexhaustible 
volume of Nature that is thrown open before me;, 
on every page of which is charactered the impres- 
sion of thy Omnipotent Hahd ! — 

As I often indulge a meditating disposition on the 
«/ef bench upon the Fort, where I am now seated, 
it IS matter of amusement to consider the immense 
variety, ^at a short space of time produces in the 
same natural objects ; — every change of light, — 
every alteration in the atmosphere, gives them a 
diffet^nt appearance, — I havt just been coritetoplat- 
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tpg^lAteiyiikTacene of wateri 'before me;. lUMhadi 
Iwelyiboen (iatjientnl byspiBcdpiids vfhichjower^ 
hMg.jh-— 1 iee it emerging into new diy.— I pm-*,^ 
ccive lira grcti;i line warming inlo purple tints.i— * 
aS J' Airi}st t^y eye 4s fat' as it can stretch, t vii^ 
the sun, froii] behind a veil that conceal* itr^hoot" 
ing down its rays on a limited circumference, and 
brightening all the cdgei of the waves . t- And bQw 
its broad orb appears in fuHglow ; descemlingal-^ 
most level -with the sea — the whole western cxnopj 
is illumtnated. — It trembles a little while ontheifss-' 
inmiiy of the horiioni and at last plunges ^raat; 
thcsight. ..... 

— Those who may be disposed to cootrastji^e: 
work* of Nature, with the ipost baatted. Jafatmrs 
of ArT) will find the first, ever oew~aad pemii;^.- 
ncnt, while the latter, the instanfthey lttv«itibiDH' 
ed their limited perfectiont approach towar^ilinv"; 
but a sure decline. — ,,.^ii //J 

The pride of a potent monarch may be gratified, 
in erecuag nme magnificent tem|^ tobis^god^-*— 
he may perpetuate the rcmembFaitce of bix mcft* - 
iprs, by superb mausolennos ;~'hia! may ooramaaj' 
' tbedarii^ pyramid to ^oot upward to tbeskiest--^' 
iMy inscribe his victories on thBttopbicd ooltmlnt ' 
— or re((ister his triumphs on the sculptured arctt I-p- 
Bat even though no accident should abridge their 
dnralioD^—^et tbe levolTisg season soon sully their 



:„-,:., ..,G<)Oyll^ 



195 

faeaitfy^>— 'and'ithe ntent power of TiaWgradodly 
shskes^tbeir^oundaiiont; and at hsC'lcvete (Hem 
wirii the *i4t.-^Whil« ihy rt-ofks^ O Nature; re- ■ 
■Rain umnjnrcd ; — ever chingingj and' e»cf reviv- 
iagii.'thou stiinesc uticonscicnK of ■ decay t^—stiB- 
bdght in immortal yoorh I — 

'Aaijetmort lovely far dost Thou appar, when 
Thou commandesc our attencion in thy' actwe 
sfena, and beamest from the mind with all those 
iraailuijom of Virtue, Honour, and Beksvo- 
Linifx, which dignify humanity. — These maybe 
deemed the sun skine of the moral world f—ibrnt 
warms,— that bringt forward, — and ripens the soul 
tope^ffclion !— And if sometimes, in cootendplat- 
io^ihc pictures of real life, one sees with pain ths 
comoM, darkened with worthless characters, they 
should Jittvvic wed but as deep shades, which, how- 
eVeritbayiimy interrupt thy native brightness, yet 
by their contrast more forcibly impress the amiabk" 
aess of thy lustfc ! — 

"{'itt'of such septinrcnti, I fretjuendy, from this 
cltff,' lOKst a loolc toward Rkculvek, and drop a 
sigh,i-tD'^th& oaemory of those beloved Sisteksj 
whO'Twate^in their livBi xo unditidedi and whosd 
umfaakea tmioQ batb thete^ b«eD i^imtg te€t>fdf>. 

..!rb ■^i.uri,. i,:^...l; i ■:.; ■.. , : . 1 ,::. ,'..-] 
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- Considering how -nuiiy- ^prveys have- bMo-ptii^ 
lishcd of this couiHy, and bow miKch thezBal:£dr 
Mitiguity bath for many years prevailed amongst 
BS; it is somewhat singular, that so riigbt'iuen- 
tion should have been made df this extraordtp^y 
building ; of which little more hath boea saidi thfitt 
that the church ■masformerly coTuiderahU, ha0^g 
ttUltwogMdly spiring steeples. 

As people in .general (mly speak of tht* ecUft^ 
merely ss being accidenieUg an advantBgiou) -eefir 
wtttxt, unknowing of the cause hy whkh.ic bife- 
«tii)e<0}-^I am happy that it is iuniy pDwe!;,':i{i 
Ibis remote period of tine, to gratify the cat'iaWf 
of those, who hereafter may visit these ^ores. — ', 

I have long wished, my dear Jenny, to rdats.-to 
ihee this interesting wery.— rTo Thee, whefc heart . 
Nat^xb hath so sweetly harmonized, titat ilcvi- 
btates at the slightest touch of another's sorrow ; 
Bad is therefore worthy to hear a tale of dbtress.— 

Severd y^rsago, being on a journey to Spa, I 
was detained some time in the university of Lou- 
YAiN, by an accldemal illness, which seized ine 
OB the i>oad. — During my stay, I made an acquain- 
tance wiih an Ikish Jesuit, who honoured me with 
many civilities, and whom I found a very ii>telli. 
gent companion. — He shewed ^e .whatever be 
thought most curious ia Ae place ; though, except 
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tbe^iteaclibvnr^, and-tSe public schools, there is 
iMC'latle «onh notice. 

' I Waj however mncfa pleased with two manu- 
ttftlpt vohimes, which I met with in the library of 
tme of tlie colleges ;^&ey. chiefly coDtained atiec< 
iSdtes relative to some Engh^h families, and to se- 
veral historical, and monastical autiquitiesf 9q^ 
were the memoiials of a Dominican Friar of 
CANffRBtiitY, who quitted England at the tjine 
df'the' Reformation, and retired to LouvAiNi— t- 
at his death he bequeathed themi together witk 
other carious books, to the college whece thsy then 
were.— My Iriend, who was one of its mcnbei**, 
procurdd ihc iMxiBscript to be lent me j— asd, in 
turning over many subjects fat less interesting, I 
'Itistiwith'the historical account of this chur<:h> — I 
'tewle-^«ned it of the obsolete kngiiage of the 
-times, httuhc substance of it is nearly as follows.— 
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THE STORY OF THE TWO SISTBRgr- 



XoWARDS the end of thoie tmublesoinfl {hbci, 
-■:v\\ea Englakd was shaken by the feuds ofiitbe 
■bouses of York and Lancaster, (here retid^, 
in a village near the banks of the MedwaV) )K 
gentleman, whose name was Gboffry os>Saiiit 
Clair, descended from alamily of great aoti^ty 
and repute in those parts. — The many launces, and 
pieces of armotir, that hung rcHind the oJij; hall, 
did not render it more respectable, than did therUB- 
btHittded benevolence of Its present po»ejsqr,-n-Oie 
. poor sat at his gate, and blessed his liberal haad ; 
and never a pilgrim reposed in his porchi withowt 
remembering, in his orisons, its hospitable owEwr; 

Saint Clair had allied himself, in marriage 
witb the Lady Margaret de Boys, a woman of 
liigh birth, and rare endowments; whose accom* 
plishmeuts might have embellished the greatest 
scenes, had not a love of domestic life, and a re. 
ligions cast of mind, induced her to prefer rcttre- 
iDeqt.~Al) her leisure hoitrs, which bee fkmily did 
not call ioi; were spent in duties, which, in thai 



:„-,:., .,G<)Oyll^ 



age, ladici of the noblest rank exercised, without 
thinking they demeaned their stations ;~she re- 
lieved the indigent, — advised with the unfnrtnnate, 
— vifiied the Sick, — and brou^t vp "her Twin 
Daughters, Fhances and IsaB£llA| in the same 
sentiments; — accustoniing them very early, to at- 
tend upon her in all those acts of primitive piety. — 
As these young ladies were the sole issue of Saint 
GiAiR anti Lady Margaret, they devoted their 
'^ttidle attention to their education ; and had the 
'ctjirvfort to find in their minds, so rich a soil, that 
'cveiy thing prospcied which was planted in them : 
'-^Ao useful knowledge vras omitted,— no external 
■accomplishment neglected — 
• 
Francbs and Isabella were now arrived at the 
ttge of twenty^five. — The amiablenesi of their cha- 
mcters, iheir enlarged understandings, and the 
gracefulness of their persons, wron the admiration 
tt-ttd esteem of all who approached them.— They 
ba4, from similitude of manners, and sentiment, 
contracted sudi a rare affection for each other, that 
it Seemed as if Nature, by forming them together 
■ in the womb, had prepared them for that extraor- 
dinary union, which was to distinguish their Irvesj 
-^and for those evasions of elevated friendship, 
whiA the loss of their exemplary mother was one 
daiy to call forth. Noi" was this event very re- 
motei'L.aA<f- MaIloaret waa seized by a sudden 
illness, which", in afew days, canicd her off, and 
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tlookted ! Qjie <tf ' the hapfnut^iaimiiiefviii: ahe 
woHd.— , ■,' .li. . 

It would be diffici^t to desctiiie tbowNindtof 
woe. which, on this occasion, ech,«cd throu^^l 
the mansioD, or the sighs of the discomolitte poor, 

under the windows Tlie grief of Saint Claib, 

after the many years of unintfjruptod happiness 
that he had enjoyed with Lady Marcaaet^ in its 
first attack, almost overpowered hi& reasoB;— 
whilst Frances and IsA&ELiA. had tlt& neight/of 
a father's sorrow added to their own; whtchcain. 
pelled them to smother their feelings, great aslhey 
were, and to assume a fortitude Lbair bca]'ts,dis*. 
avowed, — ^i ._ i.'^i' 

•—Lovely mourners!— more lav«!y 'int-yaW 
tears !— Fancy piciiircs y<>u before me, bathed Jn^ 
filial sorrow, — standing by and sDppoilin)3^ ybori 
distracted parent — striving in vain to teat hihi fP«m' 
the coffin, which he will not suffer bis scrvanft=te:' 
close, stilt demanding in wild utterance, again^ titld 
again — one last — last look!— ' , -.' 

— Heavens! — how severe a distress! — tf^atiyi 
reader haih been in a situation, to ask for a tof- 
look of what is most dear to hini,-^-and what he is 
going to be deprived of for ever — he aloiic can 
best judge how much that buGota agaw^es^ thfit 
urges the request !— ;.l::;.,; , 
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■ /rhos^iaailirfJMnt caHed in wl atthU-phi. 
losophy, to support himself under the Iom of bifc 
beloved Lady Margaret, yet he was wotn, by a 
mIoArbcktow, which had so vifflbfe «h effieckonhU 
hdaltii, as to nwnacc his life ; aad whkh> in about 
Byinr,-{]at&n eodto it. — , ' 

. :• In. this loonnrfnl interval, the great«t com*3« 
Us dejected dattgbtersrsceired,. was, froiu tke &e- 
^cm visits of thcirmclc, John- oe Saint ClaiA 
-»who was St that time Abbot of the mooa&tcry a£ 
Sa'Int Adgpstin, in Canterbury; of which 
pfsceihare are,.att}]isday, Mdi nt^le remaiRS ex- 
iariog.— He was the younger lu-ofhcr of Gkofprv^ 
though there was bat the difference of a year be- 
tween them i and was reputed to be a nwn of so 
mwAi hftoiug and virtue, that Saint Claik, by 
his tvilli recomnended liis children to his care nai 
pcoloctioo ; bequeathing to each of them, a very 
liMig^ inheritance*-— - 

.'Llllftiingfnimi.Hr. B>«TtEt.v, in hia addituui toSomnEar 
hu. given us a aucceuion of the Ahboii of Saint Auoust.ik, 
from the.yrar 598, dbwn to the lUfoimalion ; e«iacteil chiefly, 
from Tbobh, who «s9 himself a. Monk of that foundation.— But 
THoaJ"'* Chronicle rominf no lower (hant419, the nsnies of the 
Abbots from Ihpit period, «re collected, as Mi. BATtfLv tells 
us, f^op a manuiciipt relating to the monastetj,', aoA sie given, 
without dales.' . . 

Vlf da not find tto atinK'uf JoR?/ BB Stiirr Clair in the 

liili but «bont the time nlladed to, in the LovrAtn Manvscfip'r 

K 5 



'.■^THr mmner in ■which FHANCM'hadbccn 
bfoughtup, added to her natural' turn of minldi 
and the example of a mother she so ,inuch revered, 
detcrtnraed her to a life of reHgious reriiwben*; — 
and a great convent of BeneoicTINE NuHt, not 
very distant from Fevbrsham, happening, a'few 
months after, to lose their principal (who was'al- 
"Vfkya one of a considerable lainily) the Abbot' of 
S\iNT AuousTiN, perceiving her fixed in her 
sdieme of life, procured her to be named theLadjr 
Abbess of it. 

Isabella, who hed never as jet been sepanted 
from her. sitter, would, on this occasion, Wtott 
willingly have taken the veil. — ** Ilie^anJe ro#f," 
says she, " hath ever hitherto covered us, — the 
" same have been our wishes, — the s;ime our pur- 
■'* suits; — the grave hath divided ns from thb«. 



mcDtwti is made af Jobm the Abiot, vlthont the addition «f 
bis feiuil; name; uid so doubtful ia it, nhu this Jobh W, t&ac - 
■ame faad inppoied it (o be Jobn Dui>btik, PvtOB «(''K¥iA; 
who, Mr. B<TTEi.v sdJ), died the gmteit pact of a cenlaij be- 
Jbre, that u, m 141i.— 

It is to be lamented, that mouaslic ^ntiqnittes are so oDen over- 
- shadowed bj such a duud of oncerlairitj :— but the story of the 
SiSTEHsaeeautocieat up the doubt of who this JonH tua Abbot 
wts) and may dispose iho AntiqiUTiin, to. letaatUSi Soms n 
S«iNT-CuM,.la ibo bi^^ili^itf tw is f«ki tqh^ve ti^inerly 
■i^yed. _ -,■,.,,-.■ 
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*' wtho.tfti^Jrt us Ihs aoiiablfiness, of fri^mlship, — 
!;'«s4^3|l aloc^^divideudfrom one.anotheir!" — 

^TirTJbe.ABBoT was mwh hurt by this decl^ntian 
pf hi»; niece.-:-He tJqsirol her to banish from her 
.thought, iwh. a. resoluiton^'-and failed not to !n- 
(imale to her, that Frances, having. devoted her- 
self , to the cloJBter, she remained the ODly support 
ef! the family of Saint Clair ; that her virtues 
should rathei' embellish society, than be lost within 
the walls of a monastery ;— and wished she would, 
by accepting some alliance of suitable rank and for- 
time, rather permil those accomplishments to be 
sew by the world, which she sought to hide ia 
oblivion. — 

I, 7it>A«(;E8r on^er part, however she was charmed 
with th)» nstimony of, her sister's affection, joined 
in.sentiment with her uncle,— expressing to her, 
how much happier she should be, to seeder settle 
Tierself by marriage, and imitate the good hfe and 
f:X/Wp\cQi their excellent mother. — , 

"I am not, you know;" saysshe, '* by tlftx 
" religious office I fill, tied down to all those rules, 
" which must of course be iiinposed oh yoii;— my 
" liberty remains ;-r-,we shall have constant .oppor- 
" mpkicB of continuing, tbat . iBteroouri>e of love, 
' " our hejin^ 'so iiiiitiislly dash-e.-^t will be'rire 
"highest pleasure to me, to see yon unified to 'a 
k6 
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'^man w6rtJ\y yom-choice ;— pTcseniag in oMtfin* 
"thet's cflstic, that hospitality, fot ^irfrfcfc it hla*l* 
"so long been Ssmei; — and. whenever yoa tHsU 
*' wish ro make a. ebort retreat from th« buMie-c^ 
** the world, our holy hoBse will dSbrd you' a 
" peaceable asyhmi."-^ 

—It was not but with great difficulty, nor evert 
till much time after,' that, by the repeated Solicka-> 
tions of Frakce, and her uncle, IsABBLUAWm 
, prevailed on to relinquish entirely, her intentions 
of entering on a tiionastic life. — She resided.fbr 
some time, in her felber's venerable old tnansiooi 
On the Medway, accompanied hy a widowed auptj 
her fadier's sister ; — who, at intervals, attended heo 
on visits to Frahces, — and alao, at particular.] sea- 
aonst to die Abbot, at his house, wbicb, V9^'% 
noble building, adjamiDg to the mooast^y -qti 
Saint AuGUsTiN. .... t. 

i — It was m one of these visits to her uncl«) Aat 
she became acquainted with Henry D£ Belviu^* 
between whose iacher and the Aabot, there >h*4 
long subsisted a most fixm, frieodshipjt-^He was, <rf 
l^d birth, though much itlferior to> Isabella itv 
fortune; his father's estate having greatly suSatcd 
in the canfuwoa of (hose turhuleot times.r-' 

•BttvjLiE' was now'inihifl twenty-trindi year;— ^ 
lbs figure v«s: s^Keeftil^- and fmfo^v-'iiandi to-, a 
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(Ksp«uion;^smbUBa8his'parionf was joined an 
SAdOrMaDding both quick; and urongt and ^ictk 
hod txen improved by the mostcxtcnare cdocstioni 
fliat th« faahioD of die age aliowed.— He had been 
lent to travel overEuROPE,-~-ha<iiesided:in£eTeral 
of its principal conrts ; — and was now on bis ec- 
tum from a short expedition into France, — and 
had stopped at Canterbury, to pay his re^>ect3 
to the Abbot, and to deliver hint certain letters 
with which he had been cliarged. — 

Belville, on bis first return to Engxahd, a 
few years previous lo the present period; had been 
honoured by the patronage of Richard Dnfce oi 
Gloucester; near whose person he held ah. em- 
ployment, which could not ioog dispense with' hit 
abiitMCc- -,— for that prince, being no'w mounied on 
die throne of Ekiglanb, the whole nation wat 
thrown into an' hostile state — 

Itwillnotbc wondered at, if after Bxi.vii;Le 
arid It A B£L LA bad been a- few- d^s together^ their 
Avulual accofnplisbments, and their mutual desird 
6s please, should have made rhcm much charmed 
with^bne another. -^Belville felt himself enai^ 
mtnred of his fair companion, — aod had chesatigu 
&ction to petoeivor thM' bt« atttntMn to her was 
not thrown away. — Though he took leave, after a 
^EtlimCT to go to LoHnON, yethe found ancx- 
cusei £iiiiiietuniiBg<jT«cy.sogn;— asd^bavii^ Kas«a 
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to think be hBdmade a favourable impreation on 
ItASELLA, did not long hesiiale to propose bim- 
k\( to her, as one who woold be happr to pass bis 
life in the society of *o engaging a woman,— His 
6ffi;r was not less plewing to Isahklla, than it 
\ns to her uncle, and Frances ; — (he latter of 
whom agreed to give up to hei' sister, her ri^t in 
the castle oF'Sajnt Clair, where it was proposed 
they should reside. — - •'" 

—Every thing was preparing; for their mtptials j 
—and nothing could wear a fairer fiice of-pr^a- 
perity, than did this purposed union of true znd-4li>» 
interested auction. — But the successful prognn 
that (he arms of Henry of Richmond, nowmtuk 
in the kingdom, had obliged Richard to oppose 
ihem with his utmost force, and to summon all hh 
servants to attend his camp ; amongst whom,' as I 
before mentioned, was the intended bridegroom i 
who at this time would most willingly have Warved 
the service, had not his own nice sense of haiifftirf 
and his zeal for his royal master, overcome emfji 
private motive. — ■ ' .-. •( 

. — Were I (o follow closely, the manuscript . 
from whence the sbbstance of this story is drawn, 
it would lead me into some of the historical ttxai^ 
actions of iljoSe times, ^tch are already sttfficicntly 
known;— only it-is worthy Of feeing remcinbere^, 
that diere are encomiums beltowed ofl t!h6 chan<C- 
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ler,. 3{)(1 person of RIcharp; upon both of 
^icht bistorisns have thrown so mucK deformity. 
rrrl £ji?U therefore pass over those circuinstances, 
which are for^ij^ to my subject; and only ob- 
lerve, that the unfortunate B&lville was amongst 
those of the king's followers, who shared the fitle 
pf their royal nuater in Bdsworth Field. — He 
W3»near Richard in great part of the battle, and 
was also a witness of his death; — and his own 
horse being killed under him, either by the fall, or 
by facing trampled an in the confusion, his^igh 
wa& broken; and, after Richmond's party had 
obtained the victory, this gallant youth was carried, 
with sevaral others wounded, into Leicester— 
where, his rank being known, he was lodged in' a 
monastery of Black Fri^ie, in that city. 

I rn-tfo poge. Bertram, who had served him 
from, his infancy, took care that every assistance 
thowld bo procured him ; — but the fever, whicit 
WBftOCcaMoned by the accident, together with the 
many briuises he nad received, neither gave him-* 
self, or those about him, any other prospeot, but 
that of approaching death. — 

ThjOse who contemplate Beltille a few we^s 
befpra, in the fpU vigour of youth, flattering him- 
self , .with ^Tsry c^*«tatf*in of h9f>piness, that 
yjfiyffi I fortune, and an union with ope <jf the lovc- 
li^iH.pf. wpfnep, could present to bis imagination ; 
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and now picture him— stretched on a poor pallet, — 
suirounileil by a parcel of meudicant friars,— iris 

countenance shrunk and wan,: — and his eyes £txed 
with humiiitVi and resignation, on a crucifix, ivbich 
they held before him, — cannot surely, by the con- 
trast, avoid dropping a sigh at the fallacy o£ hu- 
man hopes ! — 

— A little before he expired, he desired to be 
left alone with his Page, that, he might give him 
hisjatest orders. — 

" Bertram," says he, — looking wistfully on 
him — " the day that hath mined our Sovereign's' 
" fortune, hath blasted mine ! — and that too, in 
" the moment when it shone the fairest ! — Thoo 
*' wilt soon render me the last of thy faithful set- 
" vices!— Let my body, rest with the fathers of 
" this house, — and as soon as thou hast seen its- due 
" rites performed, speed thee to Canterbury, — 
" and acquaint the holy Abbot of Saint Au- 
" GUstin, with the bloody evetft of yesierday.-r- 
" Conjure him, that he unfold it to my intended 
" Bride, in such manner as his discretion shall 
" advise. — Bear her this jewel from my finger, in 
"token, that my last thoughts dwelt on her;— 
" and tell her, my only" sigh in leaving the world) 
" was for the losing her, whose virtues so embel- 
" lished it !" — 
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— Thefcithful Bertram dropped a tear of 
affection and gratitnde, over the grave of hU gallant 
master; — and journeying to Canterbury with a 
buntinghcart, presented himself before the Abbot, 
with such a countenance, as hardly needed a tongue 
to- tell his melancholy errand. — 

The arrival of Belville's Pace, could not be 
long a secret to Isabella, who was then at her 
undc's ; and whose mind instantly foreboded some 
extraordinary event !— though the news of the bat- 
tle had not yet reached diaC city, — 

When Saint Cla.ir was himself sufficientTy 
composed, to open the mournful business to his 
niece, he spared none of that ghostly comfort, 
which a good man would oSer on such an occa- 
sion ;— though the amount of all that can be said to 
the sons and daughters of aSiction, is no more than 
this, — that it is our duty, and our interest, to bear, 
with patience, that which it is not in our power to 
alter! — The emotions of nature must subside, be- 
fore tfie soothing voice of reason can be heard !— 

Isabella, after giving way to the first trans- 
ports o^ passion, assumed a fortitude, and resigna- 
tion, which hei* piety alone could inspire. — She de- 
sired that Bertram might be detained, two or 
three days, at the monastery, — and as soon as her 
mind was more fortified, she would dispatch hint 
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ta,h« sister FkancM, whom she could thcnbear 
to sec with mare calmness i — and to wheun^shc 
sent the following letter, by the hands of the ' 
Pace. 



" Most beloved Sister, .; ■> 'i' 

" I am plunged from the height of ima^ifiiry 
" happiness, into the (lq)th of real distress !— The 
" messenger who delivers this, will inform ypitNaf 
" my situatipn, — and to him I refer you fotipats^- 
" culars, which I am unable to dwell oij.'— Bsl- 
" viLLE is no more ! — All that dream of happiness, 
" which I hoped for, from an alliance wittl that 
" dear, that amiable man, is vanished in aft insbnt ! 
" — and I wajte into a world, tliat hath no pl^t 
'^ for my regard, but the affection of my, eyer tc*- 
" der Frances ! — I 5i^>()ort my adversity vwitli.,^1 
" the fortitude I can summon up ; — b^t He«yOa 
" only knows the struggles of ipy heart 1— lypBi 
" the time that the united solicitations of yoUi.4nd 
" iny Uncle, prevailed on me (though reluctantty) 
;' to absent myself from you, iny soul hath been 
'agitated between hope and disappointmetit l-rr-I 
'f will trust the fallacy of the world no more; — 
' the remainder of my days shall be passed with 
'* you ; — and we will end life as we began it, in 
'an inseparable union. — ^Your converse, and the 
" solitude of s cloister, can alone restore tran^uiU 
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'1*'Kty to die mind, of yout enr ^ihfti) atHi dig-. 
*' cfltHolate 

** Isabella." 

When the Lady Abbess saw her Sister, she 
found her still more confirmed in her resolution of 
eniering on a monastic life. — Her Uncle, con- 
ceiring it might best restore a calm to her troubled 
spirits, no longer opposed it ; — ami as soon, as her 
al&irt were properly adjastcd, and every thing pre- 
pared, she took the veil in the convent where 
FjiANCBs preiideJ. 

^—Isabella now found in religion, the only 
cAMoUrion for her past misfortunes ; — and though 
the 'remembrance of her beloveii Belville, would 
often ce>me across her, and spread a tempoi;arir 
gloom oTCr her mind, yet she constantly strove to 
dUpel it, by piety and resignation. — The Two Sis- 
.■l-ERs enjoyed all that heart-felt pleasure, which 
tlrhes from rooted friendship ;— and, as the eSccta 
,of benevolent dispositions operate on all ground, 
iheiVs served to i^mmunicate happiness to all the 
Sisterhood. 

The LotivAiN Manuscript informs us, that 

after these ladies had passed near fourteen ysars in 

this peaceful retiremeut, the Abbess was seized 

with an alarming fever, the efects of which hung 

. so long upon her, that they greatly endangered her 
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IjfCr'-^iiA.ixlJ: di^ulC'to am/save, hoW'Severe 
Isabella's su^mgs wcre,:i[ithiidrea(irul imecvKl 
of GuspcDse and apprehension, or the anxieties of 
hsr mindi till her Sister was reitoied to healili. — 

, -Fkakces, -during her illoess, had oiade'a prirate 
vow to the Blessed Firgin Mary, that if shojiew 
««v«-e(], she would send some cosdy ofiering tb'i. 
chapel, which was coosecnitcd to her, atalitdfc 
Fort, called Kradstow, or BRoAD-STAiMi^ii* 
the isle of Thahet (part of which chapel is at 
this day remaining); — and in which, heiiiimtge 
was esteemed to work such great miracles, :diBt 
PilgriHis came from parts very rennote, by visifit:; 
!— uid it was held ia such veneruion, that all Mps 
passing within sight of ic, are ironed': ta"haiie 
constandy lowered their tcq>-sails, to sahite<h. — 
And the feast of the Intestion. oE T»K>H<Hir 
Gftoss', which-was the third day of Mat",' ifaaing 
to be-celebrated there, with gveatt solan itity,-^Br 
gratitude for her recDvery, and :for tiic. Buppovd 
iiUsrcessidft of the ViaatN, detertniued hcrto ^ 
herself at that tian and fulfil hcc voyr^-*~ •■■ ■.•. :\ 

IsABSLLA obtained p^mission'to accompac^ b^ 
SisCer in this devout purpose ;— and the roads hdng 
littbt frequieuted'Mi that age,' and a tmise>almuetJhB 
only eoaytlyfanPe-i-they iiwilved td-put duitnielvev, 
with two attendants, aJKSfd:a pact^o-slbo^j: tfaA 
Mually went, at stated- times, fro;nn Feversham 
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to B«oad-Staim, and other ptrts alohg the coast, 
bMween that-placeiand the Downs. 

—They set «iii in the evening, but had not been 
at sea above two hours, before a violent storm 
arose.— Every one who is acquainted with the na- 
vigation of this coast, quite to (he mouth of the 
Thaues, knows how difficult it is rendered, by 
reMoo of the many flats, and banks of sand, that 
obstruct it.-^ 

. -^Ilie suddenness and fury of the srorm, togfr- 
lliBr with the thunder and lightning that accom- 
panied it, direw a diamay amotigst all the passen- 
gers ;■— and the mariners, from the opposition, of 
thewindand tide, wereunable to direct -the vesset. 
— To puRuc their course was impracticable ^— they 
dveHrf'oie attempted H> save themselves, by running 
men the^ore, at a place called RECULV£R(whrich 
h: B-small village, though of grsat antiquity, situate 
en theborders of the isle of Thanet) ; — bntthe 
adVaice of night, and a thick fog, prevented them 
from discermng exactly, where^xnit they were.-^ 
Every endeaTOur to reach the shore was frustrated 
by lb« itoMi dnf ing them from it i-^and (heir sails 
being all shattered, a sudden swell of the sea, bore 
them ^uke out of their direction, and struck the 
tvssel'onBtank of sand, called the Home, "that 
lies ft litdb «ff -trom RECUE.VER.-h 
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— :Tiie surmize — the fiohfiiBioii — and the image 
of- de4tii,'t)iat mast niturbUy ruih inco the miods 
of pec^le, who are on the point of being wreckeil,- 
— cao only be justly: felt, or 'described, bf thosfci 
who have stood in so dreadful a situftiion.-^-Eaeh'-' 
one recommended himself to God, and xahlsTu^ l 
telar Saint. — I'hc mariners hoisted out their tonig-i' 
boat, as precipitately as they could { — and ibad 
which most agitated the thoughts of Frances and 
Isabella, was the mntnal preservation <if iaA 
other.— .-■•'ij'J 

Scarce was thehoat on the surface (^ the waveBtv! 
when every one was eager to rash into it j^fopit.v 
was certain the vessel must bulge.in a few hoim,T-f } 
and, to add to the horror; night adyanced.-rTfM j 
CtptatD, almost. by force, dragged the LadyiA%*^j 
bSss, asd her Sister, from the cabin,— and EcaTflt);> 
had be helped the fitsf, half dead as »he srtks^ dowsn:! 
the.side of the ship, when those who wfTeabsad^ ' ' 
inthe boat, Ending they must all perish, if taovc-gfifi^ 
in, .pushed. off instantly, and ro^wed towards sbi:H(C/J 
— in fipite of the menaces of the Captaint.iwhoit 
stood on deck, sui^rdng Isabella, — dieiatteatfei" 
of (be Abbecb, who was wild to.retuni,-^(»r.itfae'i 
cries c^. the passengets lefi behind. ;i> 

— The only faint hc^e which now remained to 
those on board, was, ^t the vessdjitigbt pbissibly 
hold-tagcdwr, till tome assistance ctmid be obH^n^^' 
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ed {rain tlie shore ; M^ich they still &tttgnd tbem-; 
seJBos would oime in case the boat reiichcd the land^' 
— (whtchil providen tally did, though mth the itt- 
inoBt risk,— Every one who remained in tht veaiel- 
wM icsigncd to his fate ; — and, SBrrounJed as Isa-j 
BEii&A was, by impending death, it aftorded no 
Bm^ll consolation to lier, to think, theie was apos-. 
sibtHty tlut her Sister had escaped. 

.-r-It was four hoors after the arrival of the boar,, 
before any one durst venture out ; — when, the storm 
abating with the deparcuic of the tide, and the day 
being oear dawning, a large boat put off to the, 
wreck — When thoae'who went to assist, got to it,: 
they found all the people on board, retired to diti 
fererit places beneath the deck, — great part of which 
waa broken away. — Isabella had remained in the 
cabin i one side of which was also washed off, and 
ttut room Iwlf filled with water ; — she was almost ' 
exhausted by the terrors she. had sustained/^— the'^ 
btviset she had received. — and the extreme cold ioe 
wJiteh she had so long (uffered. — They led her with 
theutmost gentleness from this wretched place, — 
wluls-she, all pale and trembling, scarcely cpmpre-^- ' 
heoded at first what they were doing; — yeilifci- 
deemed to^flush anew in her cQuatenance, onJbeu-.' 
sng that her Sister was preserved. — 

— Aisoon as they had brought her on Bbow, the 
was,SU9ported bysevo'sl wop;w% who wcre;WaU>' 
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iB^JtP receive her; aod.condvctei.ta thftilwwse- 
where the Lady Abbess wxt.;— Ks,am«1h ^ tmu" 
ported at the £rst sight of her Sista, ru, otu t«> 
meet Isabella, — who, the tnoment sbe-Apprifwhw 
ed, made an effort to spring forward to hv* bub 
sunk down, overpowered, imoiheaftn&of bar «tw 
tcnd^nts. — Frances clasped her hmid, ai)d iQ:'«ti' 
eager joy would have uttered eometbuig, but eould 
^ only faintly pronounce her name, and fell at her 
feet in z swoon. — 

Isabella was immediately -put into bed, aqdf 
received every assistance that could be procured j— 
but her strength and spirits were so far exhausted,/ 
by the terror andlatigue, which her mind and bodjT 
had undergone, and by remaining so mkny honn' 
in water, that she lived but till the evenivg oS Hmt 
following day— 

Frances, though -still sinking :from the shMk' 
and agitation of the preceding night, forgot, in her 
attention to her Sister, her own sufierings.— She 
never stirred from -her bedside, — and oftes wcuMd 
herself, as being the fatal cause of all that had be- 
, fallen her, by suffericg her attendance in this.ca[p0» 
dition.— Isabella chid-ber for thiakii^ »o,—.de.: 
daring, ic was the will of Heaven, to wfaichsbe 
patiently submitted — " Though we came into the 
" worid together," says she, " yet as we were dot ■ 
"■destined to perish together, — a time must inevitftri 
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■*' blyhkre aiaic,' when icath would have dissolved 
"onruk^. — I'rojoice that I am not the survivor. 
<» _bl tljift, where I have ever wished to live, in the 
"■iafitttiof t4ie most beloved of Sisters.— Pray for 
** tha Te^KHe of my soul ;— and lay me In the tomb 
"which yo* have allotted to be your own — that 
*'' »ne grave may in death hold our Remains, who 
" HI life had but one heart." 

The lots of Isabella plunged the Lady Abbess 
into that deep distress, which minds, formed Hkc 
her's, with the noblest sentiments of tenderness, 
and benevolence, must, on such a trial, inevitably, 
feel.— rShc caused the body of Jier unfortunate 
Sister to be transpoited in solemnity, to their con- 
vent I — where, after it had been exposed with ac- 
cMlomcd rites, it Was deposited, with every mark 
of respect, in a vault, on one side of the shrine of 
Saint Benedict,— bedewed with tears of the 
most heart-felt sorrow, dropped from the eyes of 
all th« Sisterhood. — 

When time and reflection had somewhat calmed 
her aHiction, Franpes failed not to transmit, by 
thebaadsof herConfessor, (hcruncle, the. Abbot, 
having been sometime dead'J her intended offering 

■ XbU uirciinuUnca'WeHtiall}' to decide tbe point af ioav 
DE Saikt Clair being tbe Abbi>t, yiiv*ie bnnij nato akiM in 
fill tbe Cbroniclo of Saimt AucuaiiN'a mooasterj — Mr. B»i- 
TitvltOf 01, tW JoBNmt ABniT.dicdin liTT; and the quo- 
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by !i doi^tion of cwdye inat^ie^k to be s«td:fw);«he 
Repose, of Isabella'^ sou^.-T-Ai}^ A)oa.'aA£Ft'<^ 
perpetuate the memory of her Sister,— as well asito 
direct mariners in tlieir coursc,-^that they might 
. escape the saA calamity hereelf had so fuaiif ex- 
: perience4,—she caufed a very ancient ehurplhiti^t 
stood on a rising ground just abQve the viUage^of 
Reculver, and which' was greatly (alien ihto de- 
cay, to be restored, and much «nla^o3)— *$d at 
one end thereof erected irvo Tovers wiMii^fify 
, Spires upon theto, — ihc which. ahei)ir«cted.3lic(i|Ji] 
be called THE SISTERS ;—and to this da,y it *.e- 
taios the oafne, and is a sea-mark of great wiUty if 

In less than seven yeqrsj the virhole ch«roh T^as 
completed i which she endowed very Hberally,^ by 
a grant out of her own fortune;— and ordained, 
tliax: there should be celebrated one -solemn mass, on 
t/te^ystilay of every roopth (the wreck Jiftvwg 
. happened on the _firs! of Mat/); and thet •per- 
petual litany should be sung,' for the eterual peftce 
<>£ the departed Isabella.— 

, She lived to see this her Will executed, — as well 
as to bestow many other charitable donations,— 
not only on the convent over which she presided, 

ueiioDtlus stoiy haawith the battle of Boiworth Fiild, irhicli 
watfonghlin 14B3, Eies the present period to be in some psit of 
Uw yrai 1500. 
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-was, ' from hir amiaUe ebmiiter, and pious cxim~ 
pic, beloved, uut respected to- the last hour of her 
.lfk.~ - 

/ ^le -survived Isabella eleven years, and died 
' MOBt sincerely, and deservedly lamented, towards ' 
' the end of the year 1512.— 

Hct Remains, pursuant to her own desire, were 
.'deiKtSited by ihesidc of those of her Sister, wit& 
' alt that solemnity due to her high rank and office.— 
A monument was erected near to the place, where 
-they were interred, with their figures kneeling, 
hand in hand, before a cross, — and beneath it, a 
• ptate of brass, recording their unshaken friend- 
ship, — 

— Paithftil,— congenial spirits '. — in whatsoever 
world ye reside, peace be your lot ! — as virtue was 
your portion here !— Long, long may this memorial 
®f your love remain l^o guide the dubious vessel 
in its course, and make your names blest by the 
wanderers of the deep I — 



ovGooi^lt^ 



*■ HERE rarely passed a day, during tny stay atf 
Margate, of which I did not spend some portion 
in the society of Clermoht, and his s»ter.-~On 
calling upon them this afternoon, I thought wery 
' body's countenance saluted me, with more thaaitt- 
wootcd good-humour. — -It is a circunoslance tint- 
ever gives one the most pleasant feelings. 

' — tAs I, in turn, addressed tny .in^ujrieij^to^ 
Maiuamne, I perceived a blush on herfheek^- 
together vich a little' apparent huri;y ,of fipiql^H- 
She was moving about the room in quest of -soiw^^' 
thing, — and presently went up stairs— fcitheT. IP, Joob' 
. for a fan wMch she had in fier pocitt-T-9t Her 
work-bag, which hung upon her ar»i,-rTtbough 
more probably lo give Amelia an opportqaity pf ■ 
speaking with me. ■ . 

—If I had ngt known, said that Lady.^at 
you were to dine to-day at Saikt Laurence, I 
should cciiainly hav^ sent you a siunmoo* i — fori 
was impatient to tell you, that- both my young 
frien^, and myself, have received letters this mom-' 
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iog from Stjeruho, who is got to Ireland. — 
Mine breathe* the effiision of a grateful mind, ' 
kindly approving, and applauding, the part I have 
acted ;— Marianne's I have kept iii my pocket for 
your perusal ; — and I now think nothing more can 
disturb an union, in which I confess myself inte- 
rested, with the fondest feelings of a mother. — 
^tTcad the letter. — 

" I seize the earliest moment of informing my 
" dearest Girl, of my safe arrival in Ireland, — 
" where I hope I shall soon complete my business — 
" and then set my sails toward England, whither 
" all my thoughts, and wishes, are Sown before 
*' me. — I have a thousand things to say to you, — 
•• but time will only allow me to tell you, that 
•* y«*ur's and Amelia's letters, reached me at the 
**-CAPt.~Heavcns!— how was I tortured, wheh I 
"'l«*ned who it was, that had so cruelly, — though 
'•■swuiisocceBsftilty,— tampered with ourfeciings! — ' 
"Pbor E^Mimi^ 1 — but bis name shall never again' 
" he mentioned ;— he cannot be more severely jtiJ-* 
*.<niih«d than to reflect, that in the exigencies of 
" future life, he hath deprived himself for ever, of* 
"the comfort and affection of such a sister! — 
" Yourself, and your faithful protectress, have been 
<< theguariKans of my hapfuncsk. — But I hope I 
***ha«e nuny years before me, to pay that debt, - 
"■which my heart so gratefully avows ;— though 
"^tbc itiAS -of SerUibi/Jtif, and of /mv, are the 
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" reverse tit uSi others,-^-ftff-, to die iTi(tiiit»m(-iit 
" feeling miodi, cvcry-attcmpt to iAehar^ WetHi 
" prof es but the meaAS to mcrease^ihtm iSc'&mi 
" my dearest Marianne, llie commWce df <rtP 
" lives ! — I must noyv bid you adieu, — ttut 1 nuty, 
" before the departnie of the post, expreii to your 
" generous friend, hoW rnuch bcr conduct 'barf*' 
*' obliged me. — I wait the moment with impattetk^^-' 
" when my lips can better assure yoa, ho*^ niiK& 
" I am forever '■.■;-• 

- ': ■ ■ "Yow'b,kc. , v-^ 

. « gTERlHtt.W^'I'fi 

-Amelia, all the while I was reading the lotted 
^was wiping away a tear,— and ClebmoHT Wj,)d*p* 
6ff''hBlf;a ^zen that bad silently yljpt.froin'>bi» - 

tftEL ,;v„.ot 

- -T<Wdll, says he, when I bad finished iti'Milvd. 

4nlik you now of the young man ? — If J^liieaifr 
does not bang in the ri^t place, I will iiever.b«»b 
MV-bpinionofUii^own while I breathe.^— Ifamt dot 
*4oubt but' he will maix my adopted nueSt^:ximaiii 
blta, manly, and affectionate huibandi-rVMijAiiht ' 
atinj calling tier ^Oi—bijtiimustowBtofifl^i/ibfll 
1 wl«htoiinbibe- eVsry partiality of :n»yiBia!e3^g;«+« 
aAd MAttiANNE-istuehanniiral^engagingdiaiiAe 
t»-^iihi^ lo kainfhep ^b8U,.aad.n«il^ipartialjai 
ht/f^ 'Would b&an' impqsabilitytwSiMt-iii^did) sei^ 
4iiaiAtanctt, iI''lHHre''80iDMilng.mowto>saf]tD foiit 
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OKk tlaf^^jea, .for, JC^iiY novrs.tbat np qne l?ut 
yQurwl^,jhitll p^forni tb« matrimonial ceremony ;. 
T-^ods^ is confident that you are too much inte- 
resKd for, hta friend, to have any objection. — 

■ She joay be assured, I can have jione. — There 
if so much real satisfaction in being inttntionally, 
oT.eitaii^ciaUj/, an iiiitmmeat to the happy union 
of «tbers, that I feel an obligation to any one, 
who suggests to me the means of becoming so^ — 
My precarious health, continued I, wouhl never 
allow iQC to execute the calls of my profession, 
where the duty was considerable ; nor my princi- 
pka hi ac«ept a trust, which I felt myself KRO^^e 
b pei^ffrmt—ytt its offices have been ever rea4x- 
to.tho.clsiiits of ^umaiiity, or of fricndshjpt^All4 
tosay truth. Madam, m-theoneyounow solicit, Ip^:^ . 
as lucky a person as you could possibly apply to, — 
imH-aevoT miftietl but three couple; — and.though 
flBWibl:years have since elapsed, yet I never xms^ 
dieaa,^vtdiout seeing b. sinile oatheif KOunteuf^c*^^ 
and Toceiving, from both udcs, a. r^iilion.of ^^qMi 
diMda } — and Ehis condial adtoowledgment chai<te% 
air~Ae nsre in one of them, who was my intimate 
WJCollege ; as faia happiness can only arise from 
lh« great suf»riority of his mind, to iht nairotvaess 
ef faia fiartcne i-rfor with the education and deport- 
neM'Df B g^nlieman, and a scholar, — and wider 
th«diScahi(^;>«tuchilhe prQuidiog'fof.five chil-> 
inm mmti.enjOBt^iteihiA.atnci tnCcdent, istcMat 
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10 procBrt a living,— yet theeffiiMy goas Nil*Qi(fefi 
ibe diSj, Uborious duty of aa ext^uive and popb- 
louftpvislt, which be siutktris with Un cotnceoti- 
. ouspcM of an apostle, for seventy pounds a-ycar ; 
while his dignified rector, who rarely fisita -ibe 
place, receives more than 'six times daitsmaAica 



. It 13 to be lamented, rciiHned ChSPMom, that 
the preferments of the church are not more equally 
divided ;— many have too much, — and. the greater 
part of the clergy, far too little ;— ^and, though I 
wodM not doubt, but that in the disposal of tlie 
good things of this world, merit hath somerithes 
its share ; yet the only true passport to the obtaitl- 
ing them, is, what you call in this country, con>- 
nexion. — Without the aid of a patron who has 
interest, mere merit stands but little chance of be- 
ing noticed; — and a roan, even with the shining 
virtues of your friend, may continue to starve on a 
curacy, all the days of his life. — 

-!-But my good Sir, allow me one word mbreoa 
the subject — No one more truly respects the clergy 
than myself, when their doctrine, and tbeir charac- 
ters, illustrate each other— nay, I firmly believe, 
that mankind are universally disposed to .reverence 
their function ; — but, brerl a merchant,— and ac- 
customed to look daily on the debtor and creditor , 
aide of my books, — and to have a constant eye oa 



:„-,:., .,G<)Oyll^. 



fi25 

Aii>bitltmee of 'both,^^im araJou to guess what 
deJDt) ofh ctfMf^h'W^li'M baiMitce toMe «f yoW Dig- 
-mtariffs- itr^e^ i^onntetzke the curi ^ souls, 
. yei so ^far' JTDm affbnJing them their salutary aid, 
' do u>t Bven know either /Ann, or tbew disordert.-^ 
'You will cKcosemei my friend,— but it 'secnu to 
be JDSt the case of an apothecary, who should 
charge bis irum attendance, yet entrust all his pa- 
'titett'to the sole inspection of his .^mej/tfian.^- 

... Prltheci hffw can^ou account for this totaj neg- 
iltgenceror, for what a almost as culpab)e,-r-the 

.iKing so little of the vigilant. shepherd, as oiJjf to 
^If^li. after the^^ociia the t'lOK ot sheering f . , ■ 

. — I am inch'ncd to hope, said J, forthehonot^ 
„0( niy' profession, that this is not in general the 
c^l and shall therefore only reply to you, that as 
It if 4 (question not so proper to be answered by 
' proxy, I would raiher leave its decision to thpsc 
whom it may concern.— 

This, however, you may depend on— that it J* 
to he accounted far. — 
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All the crowned heads of the MARGAtE dralrnS" 
would, unquestionably, take it amiss, should ih?y 
he passed over in silence. — Though it is my wish ttf 
please all-^I possess a desire equally strong to offeni 
none, — and least of all those who exert theiv abili - 
^es for the entertainment of others. — Though the. 
Kings, — Lordsj-^anil Commons, — in their theatrr-^ 
cal barn assembled, convey such confused ideas of 
the personages they represent, that" they become 
caricatures instead of characters ; — nor do they pro- 
bably, in general aim at any thing more, — for there 
is usually such a poverty, and laughable distress, 
ruiuiing through the whole performance, as renders 

^Comedy cxtrciiiely rjdiculous, and Traged;^ truly 

! lomical. — 
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Some ladies of Amelia's acquaintance, having, 
through httmtnity, patronized one of the poor 
players, besptdce Hamlet, — and exerted their in- 
terest to fill the house— it being for the benefit of 
the Ghost, and his wife. 

CLERMofJt and T were solicited to be of the 
party j — but the Theatre being much crowded, I 
fonnd myself unable lo sustain the heat of it. — My 
friend artd I, therefore, before the curtain drew up, 
retired behind the scenes ; — and indeed, when we 
were got there, perceived but little probability, that 
it would draw up the whole evening, — for surely 
never was beheld such a scene of confusion, as then 
appeared, in what, served both for their general 
diessing.rooiD) andgrwo-rOom — 

The centinels, who were to mount guard bcfora 
the palace of the Jioj/al Dane, for want of having, 
any uniform in the wardrobe, had borrowed a cou- 
ple of sailors jackets. — Horatio wae striding about 
in a jnojiEtrous rage, — declaring he would not act^ 
because hisownbene&ihad been unjustly put back. 
—The manager, who was corpulent enough to 
bavc personated Falstaff, even almost without 
stuffing,— apparelled as y_oung Hamlet, was in 
BO less a pastiqn too, — damning the Ghost's blood' 
for being in liquor,— who,, as well as his wife, had, 
en the credit of the many tickets which were latew, 
given, way, through excess of joy, at dinner, to an 
L 6 



indulgeiiGo iliGjf sliofirW moreprudonrlyhavtfposf. 
pbacdtitl night, — The G-HOTX'hadliok ■to'sayi^ 
hi* defence, — but his lady^ now liic 3aeen AMtbim, 
—»at royally robed on a juint-Gtool.-rdnd whjllk 
she was (labbing the lasteolouring on her chedes^ 
liickupped, with much breviiy, their nKinial ape- 
logy -r-Nor (lid the distrcM end hert— a smiihwas 
sent for to break open Ophe!,ia's co^«,-~w)itefc 
terv'iflg as a travelling trunk to this itrneratit com^ 
pany, the Ghost's helmet, Palonius's wig, ttU 
gether with some of the Danish regaiia, weTt 
lodged within it; — and the manager, having also 
deposited wiih them a half anker of run spirits, 
had so carefiilljr put away the key, ^at in the 
harry it. could not be found, — so that- rite made 
kept playing roast beef, and every popular wttt 
thejr could tliink on, to amuse the itnpatientodiii* 
jcnce, who knew nothing of the woefot diswdor 
tliat reigned behind. . '): 

— The performance was such as might t»litfaUy 
be supposed from the situation and temper of d^ 
Dramatis Personte. — The Ghost composed him- 
self far bctCet: than I expected,— rexoept that, io- the 
closet scene, he exerted more violence ihaa .becaoie 
his character, — and rushing in too eagerly, dropped 
his coat of mail which was accidentally unticd-How- 
ever, as his shirt happened lo b^cleftn<' he wight 
' pass in it full as well for an inhabiUnf.Qf,: the other 
worU, as he did in iiis old leathern -ariiMiliK' - 



S39 

Sitritevtonabi £kr men slander tfaui bcnel^,->''en 
,irhkh\kcitovi)t, thcrabiog* {»ntied almost btber 
hipty add left her iti'great dJfficiritfes to form a cob- 
vebiettt stoliixcher.^Neitber she, (lor the Quebn 
«ouM nisea fair of gloves, — and (he latter having 
acaldtfdherarni, by taking off a-|)Otfronithe file, 
trig compellotl to appear widi if bownd round ft<ith 
pIdJjnen. — wrhiehin rrtiih, biifiil ^tame tie ma^ 
ji^lt/ of Denmark.. — The [Jay was received with 
^cftt indulgence, and exciicd moch mora minfa, 
.cbait'ytt did either terror, orpity. — . ■ ,^■■ 

r J iiave t^ten conddered myseTf, when tehMd HU) 
scenes of more rcspeeiable -Jtheatr^, to W iti the 
-totuation o£ those who are in reality about snch flto- 
-Tbted^ characters in life, as on the Mageace- vfX^ 
- ptiraoijatXK). — ^Tbey stand in a very difiepcBt pmM 
of view to those who observe them near, vrfrni 
they are not acting their parts,-^and who see that 
-what poor flimsy materials contribute to declc ihem 
'Hat, "as objects for the public eye! ' 

'-" ^^It-ts of much moment, on which side of the 
«»laiii we contemplate cither men, or diings ! — 

It were neXt-td impossiWe to' see KUch mMa 
'^ceiws,' ar'BVe inteTG^nsed in' this whimsical' tra- 
g^;'bliiDdA«d thmugh, bod eonveiriedm farce, 
without-tlHlr eitchlhg 3 hearty tai^li r 'and yet, on 



330 

the bestreguI«Md tltMtrea; bawJtw aicntfidW.T^ 
cBt) supponafiae drkwnclnrBcterchMtJfk and«u{-. 
tninUy throughout ? — ^The dignified scoius of ^tf 
Tragic Mase, besido* *a hvmoiiiout voice »xni 
or, super-added to v«ry many persond acoonipiish-. 
tneou ia the player, demand^trong judgtncot, aai' 
deliOKte feelings, — add thoM who possess this a«K» 
Kfioblage of eodonrmeDts (a few exceptions allsw- 
cd) rxrely choose to expose their laleats in a sitt)»^i 
tloD of this nature.— Should any future fashioa^ 
render the profession eligible, there would be fouedr' 
with such advantages, no mystery in it, — aor woiild- 
the stage feel the waut of as great ornaments, a» tt< 
htitb hitherto ever boasted. — The same argument. 
mm incvitahly ^pear just, with respect to the 
^hter Jt'cnes of.thcdrima-, it being difficuli fop 
an.acAos, widiout the aid of a. very soperior geniufi . 
to ddiaeate, with ease and ^opricty, niaaperB 
wfaidi be is not /»ttukarised to himself. — Hcocc 
it ia, that the characters of genteel eomed}', .a«cr 
those whid) in general mSa the nwsc in re^csM- 
tatwn, — while the fltFong-marked features of eon^- 
taoa life, mrely tail t^ receiving their doe coloncr 
ing. — 

As Clbrmoht and I, between the play and the . 
ftree, were debating then tnaiters, . on an'Old fbrnir 
^riiidi ten minutes bcferc had coostituied the 
Thfone of . Dcmmajlk— Our neighbours, says my 
£icod, nndentand diis biiE)nei6bctWr;.tbcir.iiatiiial 
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vin^cif^ nd4uibkoaI-pt>li(iM«M, give '^icni gfa( 
ftdMMliget on- Ae stage,— «ad their's it the onljr 
Milgfi 1 kavswOTt whare their people of nuik tni 
flMbion are p«ri«ttl]rwdl ftnoaxteA. — When ii»f 
2«t ioto their buikUu, I own there is far more ie. 
cUmatioB, Munl'thiaknMynl—biitAcu-disnwtio 

oompMititnM are excellent I know nor whether a 

loB|£ ahsence from the EKousa rtwaiiv, and a Sm- 
qtient attendaoceoatlwFliBitCHone, hath vitiaiied 
»y judgment,— but I 'confess, I love a tragedy that 
etadnhappily, and where the siniggles of virtue ars 
cirowKd with triumph— jF*t'/j/ it a more pteasia^ 
SMercise t>f the human mind, ^n terrvr /— Svcna 
6t thi» Ictod, I have ever observed, are honoaml 
wiUi thctnOBt tears ; — and tears are the ptaodtts of 
■oMrtingimixre !— A jadidoiis writer will deeply 
iKtetedCtthe jHUMJona— awaken wnubility,— and pe. 
Eitomn>i«very avenue to the heart, without die aid 
of JChber murdH-, er of death ; — wbidi, by being 
taadc too fomiliar to our sight, soon lose die ^Sect 
thaj flhould inspire. — ^To speak plainly, I think 
wo'lMve desk rather too largely ia daggers, and 
foimn, oi»thiB«i4e of the watet — I haSea fifth act^ 
which, as this of to-night, makes the sUge lik« the 
shop of a ctarcaie-buicher. — If we had our eye a 
littte nK^e on die Fremch theatre, I can never be- 
liere we Aonld write the worse for it. — 

—For Heaven's sake, my good friend, cried It 
fort) eai'any parallel l-r-Em liveittfU with those you 
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Dinst live with ; — people do not aiffsys give vp 
opiaion wilh good-humour.— The great scenes of 
Shakespeare— which no pen hath hitherto cither 
rivalled, or approached,— -witi, I hope, ever Iitc 
on our stagC)', in spite of some few absurd ones 
with which they are intermixed. — You must con- 
sider this pRomcY of Natur£, as born in an age, 
when the ndes of dramatic wrkit^ were bdt 4ihlc 
■tadied, even in the ''most polished nations.— rMmqr 
ef his successors, who-copied his Visits, thoifgh 
anable to imitate Iiii beaudes, may in truth, ^tSM 
yon aa ao^e field for criticism. — However, loprii 
cify your spirit, allow mc to say, that since t|i« 
period when you left England, we have had out 
<^g&tioa»to the French theatre, — and very' nttny 
pieces, whose gross Absurdities did notalqodE eib' 
wise 'grand-fathers, — nor whose groat Immedeatp 
jntt^iur virioous grand-mothers out of caunbrnaKic 
r— would not, I assure you, now be aJlowed ^niw- 
dieoce.— :■"; 

Step by stcpi we shell diraw nearer to trndiyMi 
and it is no small advance toward '.7iuf*andui^fib 
<uiv,^—t(> have got rid «f JmUceun/j mA^mfm^ 
baiilHy. •.,-.. ^^ 
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Clermont poneues one of the bett of hartit 
togat^er ' with an excellent- understanding, much 
itD|>ro^ed by boohs i yet fitr more by a long know* 
Wge of the -world-<-bttt is at the same time, bo set^ 
tied ir his (^ialAtu, that he will not readily give up 
a point. — 

- — After owretumfrom thrplay, no sooner wti 
At sttpper-cloth removeil, than he entered again- 
eh ihe topic of dramatic writing ; which led him 
mnnUy enough, in defenbe of what he had be-' 
fees urged on that bead, to ascribe much of ont 
aotions on diis subject, to the Pr^'udices of £du^ 
cation ; — which being allowed by both of us, all 
the weight theynecessarily must have, like most 
dtiputaiits we soon got a lirfl« mde of the mark 
Sma wbeacc w« started, and inseotibly found our- 
selves on new ground— nay, on the very ground 
,from whence those Prejudices spring. 

What we meet with every day, continued Cler- 
mont, is so familiarized to us, that tt passes with- 
out making the smallest impression,— the mind 
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tareily pmses to ctnnider it ;— and heoc* oaany ;^,., 
local error, or absurdity, is still persevered in.— 
Now I have myself been so long an Alien from my 
own country, and thereby become a citi«n ©f t^ic 
wtH-ld, that I may possibly, from the above cau&e 
(you wilt excuse me, my friend) view eoany ihia^ , 
that relate to modern education, in a very difietenc 
lightfi^m yourself. 

My own observtuotife, said I, wUl lead-ne^o^. 
assent readily, to the ttWh of what you h^ve been ;- . 
atMiting, "That the youth of most counti^.)gr: 
" EuHoFi;, appear to be much earlier faslnioned - 
*'. to die world than our own;" — that is, theyaf. . 
tain the maimers,'aDd deportmeoi 9I iMfn>' ^^v 
much' earlier period,^ Accustomed. to ]i.iccn«taa^j^, 
t«n;(>twseMitlLladieE» they cultivate 4h^bA}>iti)4t 
aueation and politeness, which is not eastly;jic^^inj 
ediiiirfif I^ seminaries, solely dev:oteii:to )<quc»itigirn - 
nor, indeed, do they at the same time seemd^i-. 
ent either in usefiil, or. ornamental scianc« — b}^ 
likaakilful gardeners^ mabe ihe-jguMt ef tho'flpitw 
and (fitead jout both fhiit, aod flim«rt) in the tR|t>ft.' 
seasiAi.— Whcdter they jqay be ao.dcep'grouDde^ 
is Gjix£K and Latin, JL leave lo tbc deciaiaaof 
our Heads of i^ciuc^^being myself a trweller 
only in pursuitof Nature 1 — andif in any of aiy . 
Skbtchu, 1 ocf^siooaljy introduce the c^cu.of 
AftTr it is nterely asft batjl(r£i:otu)(l, tO' contrast. 
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Mid 'M>»if 4tirVfa^, ihiis^ieat'olijecclaimto de».> 
linuce. • 

As 'to your Heads of Sotaes, replied Cler* > 
McJWT, rfwy would decide it agniau all Europe, 
-o^lhout taktsg one turn round their Quadxanglz, , 
to debate ttic (joestioa.— I would, however, on no: 
account, be understood io depreciate a proCouod 
knowledge in either of those languages ; — you nuy 
recbRect, when we were togethor at the Univenity, 
I'^s esteeindd a good proficient in boch^yet, 
l}Mi%h they have pleuiinibly filled up many paiu 
of tHj life, I cannot say that tbc profit they have 
bete ^ to me, has been in the smallest decree 4^. ' 
ffotfe to tbe waue of years that clawed in attaioiog ' 
il|iaw{^aod of years— be it remembered— diat n-' 
torn ■ ii« • nH>f e !— I see no reason why they imgbt ' 
not lie Vcquired in a far shorter time— How litdff a 
spaeti niKkes us masters, of not only one, but f^ 
mUy <of (he tdsguM of'EvROfEi<—a*j, lavch 
de^iW nnaters Cob Am most of m ever become of ■ 
thfe^MbersF — I eaeootbtitihinkoartystemofcdu- 
cfatMf, mib^,udetilu«d for Beings who could i». 
sM'iktllfrft'ieMtury of longer existence, than is 
cbttltamiy allotred to dw race of man.— A/eur/A 
p*W■<*"^ho very longest life,— and a./uUha{f of 
wtiM-thA goMrality of mankind actually koow, is 
afaKst solely appropriuted to the being able to read, 
aadconstrKe, two dead languages, that haw been 
more than a thotwod years out of use j — and* 
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though I nray be thought to merit bring bntttt ftf^ 
an Heretic, I matt ask you, whii is tfie stim of 
knowledge which they convey ? — snd tOj which ■ 
this large portion of our days ib devoted ?— ^f Hie ■ 
books that are put into oor hands, the fin- gf eater ' 
part arc the Poets, -vHio instmct bs ig the extrav»± ' 
gant system of Ancient Mytkelogy — than wbteh,' 
human folly never invented any thing so compleat- 
ly absucd, — so completely vicious. —The boy ba» 
no sooner got groundejin his catedinm, diao he 'A 
introduced to a familiarity with the Heatheh' Di- ' 
viNiTiES, male and female! — and such ia set "(>f' 
ragamuffins they are, as hardly ever disgraced the 
earth ; — unjust, — libidinous, — rev engef\il,— 'With' 
more thatt mortal failings, and with more than ' 
mortal passions, — spreading their vices thtvngh^ffl 
regions, and peopling half the globe with their bas- 
tard progeny f — -, T 

Downright Rerenf indeed ! cried I. — Bitt^oWi^ 
right troth, nevertheless, resumed my old'-fHend; ■ 
— tior need I prove it, by citing examples which''' 
every ichool-faoy hath Ms head crammed wkli^— ^ - 
OiAj as one instance, let i» take the characterof 
JtJFiTiR, the father 9/ all the gods i—maniiA w 
his own sister, — filling heaven and earth witit' his^' 
enormous debaacttbrie«,-;using' tlis omnipotencte * 
only to ttcoom|itieh his abandoned'purpMtrs,— ^^1^ ' 
cCTKliiig^H -a shower of gold to raVtsh-'&A'NAS^-*^ 
reverWDg ewn the laivs^^ of l*itui*,--WaBsftrffitogi 
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i(e»s^If„into .w Eagle, for,GANYMEB»,-r-mto a 
J?H^iifi(» jwlolge hUf qssionlor EuRpPA,— -and into 
a.SqiqiB, tQ commit arape on Leda — who, in con- 
seg^q^ of Jwr criminal intercourse with the thun- 
%■«. of Olvmpw, 14 ordained to Uy a csupU oj 
eggfi, from which she AafcAw CAsToa and Pol- 
LUYr and .their Two Sisters J— 

,, Stic]i are some qf the outlines that distingttish -. 
Joys himself I— and such are the firH rudiments 
of ivspDction that are poured into the yoothful 
i^indf-T-SQ that almost .every Ud who happens to 
depart this life, hefpre he goes to the University, 
I^C^ the .world with very little other knqwledge, , 
th^ti.thi^.infqherent jargon, which has insulted his 

— I much doubt, replied I, whether their Itcv«- , 
rences have ever considered this point,T:-and I must 
freely qyvi), that there is much plausibility in what 
you .have; said. — We are all certain, that our first 
^^^tf^OS are those which are rcnioed the long- 
esU..ai|d are witli the utmost difficulty, if ever^ 
e^l^cdt—rXn the m^rping of life, when the mind, 
]il(9, aq, unfolding £ower, is shooting upward,— 
and.eaget after novelty, nourishes itself with. every 
thiqg that is planted near it^it is surely of much 
moment,. tltat it should be watered with. the purest 
spriagl /-7-3ud reared, to Truth and Virtue, by 
the moet .upweari^d atteutioo ! — A knowledge of ■ 
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Atwient Mythology k «f frreataid, in klHter-'fie' 
. riod of life, to fhe flights oF po«t7-,-^^Ad"telih 
opened a more spacious field ta the iminRireivtt ; 
— but how f^r 'these scenes of fiction, aod Hme 
contemptible innnortals you hare deibHbrdv aM 
proper to be the first acqiaintancc of oarjoiA, 
before -ne have abilities to separate Truth firfxn 
Allegory, — or what better knowledgeriioatdcag^e 
that early season, — is a question I woulit wish to 
leave undecided,— at least undecided by myself.—* 

As I have been less scrupuloni, resomed ClIER- 
KTONT, on the subject, as yon have already de- 
nounced me a Heretic, it will cost hut a ftggot 
cxtraotdinary, if, in the same eause, I advancc'ose 
step farther,— and express to you my doubts, whe- - 
ther also the filling of boys heads, wtdi the w^d 
stories of Ancient Heroes, who are held oot as 
secondary objects of their attention, might not on 
the whole, be better omitted. — Disiingnishcd ex- 
amples of magnanimity, and virtue, when divestrd 
of all legendary nonsense, should, unquestionably, 
be strongly impressed on their memories, — but the 
generality of those who have descended to out tiniics, 
under the denomination of Heroes, have been 
such as have acquired that title, from their unjust 
conquests, and lawless devastations.-^It is to be la- 
mented, that the world hath implicitly affixed^o 
much imaginary repute to their names, that, train- 
ed op in tbcir splendid delusums, young peoi^ I 



S39 

'feavti-mucb too often, read ihe sad annals they hare 
Isialned widtUood, withaift feeling that laudable' 

. iirfgrnUttoOi for the violated rights of humaniry, 
n^Hcbt but for the impositions of Education, Na- 

vtaTp would excite in their bofioms. — I fieely own, 

^'IJiavcBO little veneratjon for this cUbs of Beings, 
tiiat I feel a satisfaction whenever their titles are de. 

^vciated,— and am happy to find, that, there are 
peofrte in the world bold enough to disgrace daily, 
eventbenameoFaCxsAR— by making it the appel- 
lation of a snivelling Lap Dog, or a little Negro 
Siave in a Wist-Ihdian hmily. — 

:At this subject hath engaged our thoughts, I 
'-cannot quit it, without expressing my wonder, that 

ia eur eager ami long pursuits of dead languages, 
'bo.little attention is paid to the being correct, and 
'«Ugflnt in our atan; which,' through future years, 
.is'to convey all oar sentiments. — Whether we are 
^ destined to shine in public as orators, or authors,T- 
-ur-iill with grace, the stations of private life — lam 
, well persuaded it would be a most beneficial part 

of education, were our youth accustomed to nead 

, aloud^ and declaim in English.— Their car would 

become babitnated to cadence, — the voice insensi- 

;bly-leaai to'give strength, and harmony, to every 

'..^letitxt; and they could not fail of acquiring a purity 
i>«3lf^st:j3c.*-Fn«n this omission, how frequently do 
-iwB'miat witfi men of great learning, whose rcad- 
^ i^gwes, one pamf— How often Is fine reasoning 
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^)verc4,vwMtout coramandtng altentlonf — The 
.offices of the Church p£rfoi'nie<l, witJuoMcncrgy^ 
•r— and the debates of the Senate, divestsd W tint 
elocution, which always so powofull^ grtcf» tuoth 
the sp.eaker, and the argument ? 

On this head, returned I, I- totally joki wiih yoo. 
— Yoa inust remember Dr. Classic, the senior 
fdlow of our college; — no man deeper in the 
Greek and Roman tongues, — no man shallvwer 
in his own ;— be could write twenty pages of Ci- 
> CERoNiAN Latin, — but talked English as coarse- 
ly as a washerwoman, — and read it in a.worse tone^ 
than the bellman. — 

—I am rather surprised, brother, says Ameua,-; 
that in your «-iticism on modem education, the 
mode of training up young ladies, should have 
escaped your remarks, — in whidi Fidtert and 
Dancing-masters are considered as the sifpremt ' 
object of attention j and may fairly dispute the time 
with your Greek and Latin. — 

Why truly, Madam, replied Clermont,, the 
fine parts which Nature hatli bestowed on your sex, 
are not always, I must confess, cultivated io the 
most advantageous maaper;-~aad peHiapa, too 
much stress is laid on those external a(;cQOl|>ilislii 
ments, which, in a very few years, are negleclxd. 
even by those, who have attained them with so 
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much time and assiduity^ ! — But women, tayAnt 
Emily, wlia possess xhe good sense you are mis- 
tress of, perceive the Insufficiency of ftshion, and 
<if ihemsclies rectify its Erron, — 

^-^I am tnuch obliged to you for your complimenft 
brother ; and ho])e, for the credit of our tex, that 
the sentiments you entertain of us, arc just. — I have . 
ever wished my young friend here to /allow, but 
notratr/tffc to fashion. — External accomplishments 
arc great aids to personal charms, — but beauty, if 
not assisted by something more, hath rarely suffici- 
ent power to maintain long the conquest it hath 
made. — It is only when united with the graces of 
the mind, that its victory becomes complete ! — The 
Friend, — the Companion, — and the Mistress,— then 
join to bind fast the chaplct of Love,— and the em- 
|»re of domestic happiness, is founded not in pas- 
Jt'iTHj bttt in the Heart. — But our candles are al- 
most bnmt out, and it is time, I thiak, to with- 
draw.— 

I did not aj^rehend. Madam, said I (looking at 
my watch, and perceiving it was past twelve,) that 
w« had trespassed so much on your hour— but my 
fHend'B GODs and Hekoes have led us into the 
SCfmpe,-<4nd, I ftar, will' lead him into a greater 
oiie^ tboidd' he ever publish his opinions to the 
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As they can never dothe world any injury, re- 
turned Clermont, I am perfettly indifferent 
about the matter — Whatever opposes a long estab- 
lish etl custom, even though it aims to remove asup- 
posed 4rror,-r-will be sure to have the general voi^ 
against it ;^but ingenuous minds, iioawedjtr)' pre" 
cedent, — and fearless of innovation, — will alwa^s- 
hear with candour — and have temper enough, to. 

think for themselves Allegory hath placed. 

Truth at the bottom of a Well,— on which ac- 
count she is difficult of access ; — and \vheaever she. 
deigns to visit us, is a long while emerging. — ■ 

We have every reason to believe that j/utnu. 
were in some shape or other, used as early as. tb^ 
days of Jacob — but it was near four diousand 
years after, before we found out which -nyai) ^ 
right way to fix their handles/ ^ 



cGoogk 



243 

■'■ -:■ THE FAREWELL. - 

As the exercise and air which I have enjoyed at 
rhis place, have coniributed to recruit my health, 
even'beyontt my utmost expectations, I begin now 
fo torn my thoughts toward the Capital ; — the fa- 
mily who have made my residence here so pleasur- 
able, being also soon to remove hence. — Indeed 
they only wait the arrival of Captain Sterling, 
who is daily expected ; and will in a few days after 
that event, return back to town — where I hope it 
will not be long, before I shall be called on to per- 
form the office of uniting the amiable Marianne, 
with her long-destined husband. But there are 
eter many preliminaries to be settled on these occa- 
sions ; and the lawyers always claim precedence of 
the church. — 

— Be out preliminaries, my dear Jenny, as short 
as possible ! — I have given you my heart — which is 
all I have to sertle. — 

Asit will be necessary, before I quit Margate, 
-to leave a Card of Conge at the door of all my ac- 
quaintance, I wish to take the same opportunity of 
dropping one with all my readers. — By the time it 
falls into their hands, we shall have travelled al- 
most through two volumes together, and they will 
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have spent hours enough in my company, to de- 
cide whether I am worth their future notice ; — if 
those haul's should not have proved ^unpleasant, 
we may prohably on some other gmu^, meet 
again, and renew ilie acquaintance we [lave no\^ 
iTKuIei — nor can an author, in bidding fsrewel to - 
his readers, wish for any circumstance more flatter- 
ing, than to leave them in a disposition so favoura- 
ble to bis interest. 
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I HAVE been these three days balancing in my 
mind, whether I should return to town by land, 
or by water. — The great road, however rich in 
beautiful prospects, hath no novelty to me, who 
have so frequently travelled it j— and the course of 
the Thames, bdr^ perfectly new, made me rather 
incline to »ust the sea ; which, never affecting me 
with the least sickness, is always both pleasant 
and healthful to me. 

— But then there is no conveyance on this ele- 
ment, but the Havs P — And what does that sig- 
nify ? — there are always merry folks aboard ;— and. 
1 have seen them so many times go off in such higb- 
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spirits, that I shall not dislike to make one among 
them. — A crowd affords variety, and is never un- 
pleasant to me, if I have the libeny oHiitingiiill 
in it. — ■ 

So this matter was finally adjusted) and- La 
PiERKE sent ofF to give my saddle-honet safe con- 
duct to town. 

Clermont would sec me aboard ;— half Mar- 
gate thronged the Pier-Head, — and the deck of 
the Hoy seemed already covered with passengers. 
— The morning was delicious, — and the sea wore 
a most inviting appearance ; — so taking leave of my 
worthy friend, I stepped Into the vessel, and stated 
myself at the stem, on one side of the steerage. 

No aoooer had we began to push off, when a 
good voyage was echoed from an hundned vojoes 
at .once ;— while. Do not forget thut parcel-^My 
iwoe to HhRSn—Tell Bettv / shall soon bt in 
town — Remember me to John— iVofc yeu go* 
your basket of cold meat f~-Take care your bon^ 
net does not blow off— Be sure give Peo&v ihat 
letter ; — and a thousand such other mementos, 
were resounded from various quarters. — 

— A fresh gale immediately spriiiging up, we 
perceived, every five minutes, the cost of Mar- 
gate diminish to our sight , — and iadeed we had 
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our eyes, ami attention, trailed another way, by a 
fleet of more than forty WEaT-lNDiAMEn, wlw 
were all, like oundves, making For the Port of 
LoHDON, but with an eagernesi, far transcending 
oars, from having traversed such a Icn^ of sea to 
arrive at it. • 

— I began noiv.to have a little leisure, to survey 
the cargo we ourselves had on board. — It consisted 
of a few geatlemea, who, like myself, enjoyed a 
passage by aea; — some decent shop-keepers, and 
their wives, who had been washing off the summer 
dust of L0NIK>N,— and the remainder chiefly com- 
posed of the servants of families, that had, left 
Maxgate, who were all extremely communica- 
tive, and appeared to have spent their time in that 
happy idleness, which such an excursion from 
home usually gives them.— Every creature ai Mar> 
&AT£ was monstrously polite, — every place about 
it immensefy pretty, — and the smuggled tea most 
exlravagantl^y cheap. — I might have picked up 
■fittec<ioles and affectation to have lasted my life, 
but the wind kindly blew it half away, before It 
' could enter my cars. — 

Being by this time got into the Mid-Channel, 
the rolling of the ship gave a new turn to matters. 
The effects of the breeze, .which had biiherio so 
briskened our course, began now to be sensibly 
felt by the .greater part qf the company ; — some 
M 4 
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jmt on a very serknis countenance — some tQrned 
pale, — others complahieil of a swimming tn their 
head, — others, that naj thing moved under them, 
— and it'was not long after, before it bccanrtc very 
apparent, that eiery thing moved w/zAiu them; — 
Eo I sat very (juietly, and gathered Dp rhe flaps of 
my coat, — for 1 hale to carry away the property of 
any one. 

—They will be all the better for it, thought 1, 
when they get home, — and the sea not much the 



As we sailed by REClfLVEB, I could not avoid 
turning a look of love toward The Sisters, while,, 
my heart in silence, once more blessed the nainct 
of FaANCEs and Isabella. 

There are writers who, steering the same couree 
that I am, wouM tell you, that the coast uf Ess^x ' 
lay spread along to the right, — and that of Kent to. 
the left; — which would infer a suppoMiion, that tb^ 
Keader did not jinow whce he was, — and sucK 
Fnpposiiion must reflect Some discredit on an Au- 
thor. — Now I have in this woik already declared, 
that 1 meant professedly to ilesciibe nothing ; so 
shall leave quite unnoticed, the Bays, Creeks, In- 
lets of lesser Rivers, and Points of Land, which we , 
passed, — contenting myself with observing, that 
6ti[ whole course, and the fine weather that iUu- 
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mfnaCtd every oKject, pictured sjjch a succession! 
of beautiful sceneSj as might have furnished a va-- 
licty of Sketches, to those who describe iirJ^- 
JireM colours to myself. — 

— My aim is not to pajnt for the Jtyet—bot foe 
the Heart.'— 

TTic ascending such a noble river as the TffAHESr 
cannot but afford to a speculative mind, the highest 
saiisfaccion, from the immense traffic which is seeo- 
carried on-by it, — and the amazing number of ships, 
that itrc sailing from the first commercial city in the 
world, to convey ks arts, and its manufactures' t«: 
the remote- parts of the globe ;— -while thpse'of- 
other nations are pouring in, to enrich us. with, tbe^ > 
advantage of their varied labours, and furnish us- 
with those natural productions denied to our pvfrit 
climate. — One contemplates in the prospect, irir 
drntiy picaeeied, — ingenuity rewarded, — the wantS' , 
of life supplied, — the desires of opulence indulg^l ; 
—Our enormous Metropolis receives the wJioIe- 
into her port, as the stomach do^s its aliuients,-' 
which are immediately taken up, and sccietod, by : 
unnumbered ducts, and channels, ai^d, thence ciip- • 
cutated through ten thousa^id v^in^ apd, attunes,!*-- 
transfusing national stie'ngtJi and ^calth, evev40' -, 
the most icmote members. — ., . , ,, i... 

■ ■* - 
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Afrer enjoying the beaatifiil winding o€ ■the 
Hope, wc made a short scop a.t Gravescnd, to-put 
some passengers ashore, and drop some goods the 
master had on board j — by this circuastance, we 
lay a-long-eide of a Transport-vessel, that was at 
anchor oW that placC) aod was conveying tipwuds 
of/ourscore felops to America. — ^Two gentle- 
men, who had accidentally been my cofnpanions 
in the Hoy, had the curiosity to step into the 
Transport; and declared to me at their return, that 
their humanity was most sensibly touched, at sec- 
ing so many unfortunate wretches of all ages, from 
sixteen to sixty, whose hardened deportment too 
strongly testified, that even the sense of shame, 
which often outlives the nobler virtues of the mind, 
in appearance, excited no sentiment in theirs. 

— Heaven protect the country,. said I, whither 
^ they are going to be transplanted ! — for they are 
weeds that must disgrace every soil !— It is a me- 
lancholy reflection, that necessity forces us cVery 
year to expel from the kingdom, such numbers of 
-our fellow-creatures, with whom diere is no living, 
but at the risque of our peace, and safety, — and 
Dgainst whose fraud and villainy, it requires moie 
Mt to fence ourselves, than against the most savage 
■animals that ravage the world. — However, as I ana 
going to London, I rejoice to think duu there arc 
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4E teast, /«frsc*)-« fewer Togueimil, than there 
'Were, when I came awsy.— 

So with thk consolation, in petlo, we pursued 
cheerfully the remainder of our Toyagc,— and in 
about eleven hours from the time wc left Mar- 
gate, were safely landed at Wool Quay. 
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It was q^iitc dusk when I got asliore, ,anJ the 
evening being delightfully serene, I wait gbd, after 
so long a confitKmeDt, to stretch my legs, and de- 
termined to walk home to my lodgings at the west 
end of the town. 

— It is a doubt whether any Capital in EtJROPE 
equals London in populousness, — but -it is be- 
yond a doubt, that none vie with it in conveni- 
ence and cleanliness. — I could, wish those, who 
may be inclined to dispute my assertion, would 
consider the wonderfal security in which near, a 
million of people are crowded together, — and tht;, 
equally wonderful manner ii> which this mijiion 
are supplied with every thing that necessHy de- 
mands, or extavagance can call for. — Th^ good 
order preserved in our streets by day,— 7-lhc match- 
less utility and beauty of their illumination by 
night, — and what is, perhaps, the motf csseiuia) of 
all, the astonisliing supply of water which ij; pouTt, 
ed into every privateboasct bojwCYW h^Hi cTeiilA 
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profusion \ — thp superflux of which dears all ihc 
ilrains and sewers, and assists greatly in preserving 
good air, — health, — and coinfort ! — 

Paris may be smelt five miles before you ar- 
live at it — Madrid, ten — and all the great cities 
of France, and Spain, in proportion: — As to 
those of Italy, the atmosphere which surroonds 
them, is so impregnated with Garlick, that the 
nose cannot easily analyze the other compounds^ 
whidi are overpowered by it ; — yet in spite of alJ' 
. the advantages our metropolis may boast, those 
who are just arrived from the purer air of the coun» 
try, will ever here and there, at a short tDming>, 
or alley-end, catch many unsavory wjiifls, which 
they would always wish to get to the windward 
of.— 

— On these occasions I have commonly recourse 
to my snuff-box; but its contents were unfortu- 
nately exhausted, by being liberally offered to some 
of my companioBs in the Hoy, — so it occurred to 
mc, to call at my old snuff-shop in Covent-Gar- 
DEN, and gel it replenished; conceiving I might, 
at the same time, pick up a liule iiucUigence of 
what was stirring in town.— 

The shop w« lighted up, as dsual, and two can- 
dies Gtanding tib 'the counter, — but the door being 
bolted,' I kn()(JEed twice' before I gained admi«- 
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•ion ; when the master coming fr^tn above slain. 
compliinflDtcd me on my return honie, and on Ae 
good looks I haii brought back with me. — 

I thapked him for his civility,— and mj nose be- 
ing become very impatient, 1 whipped my snuff- 
bos, from my pocket, and b<»TOwed a hasty piodi, 
from the jar he had taken down. 

—I thought as he was filling my boxi that his 
features had more than their usual glow of good- 
nature,— and at the same ttine hearing a female 
voice above stairs, accompanied by a guitar, — I fear, 
•aid I, that I have called you down from saipe 
convivial meeting-^I hate to suspend any one's 
pleasure, even for a moment — so. there is my mo- 
ney, and now run up again to your friends. — ' 

You by no means suspend my pleasure, replied 
my tobacconist ; — nay, you will increase it, by al- 
lowing me to tell you what hath occasioned it.— 
It is in truth, a scene that might interest your 
Feelings. 

" Two young men, who have for a gteaf length 
of time lived with me under this roof, have endured 
the serere mortification of seeing a wovihy father, 
whose talents and ingenuity might have entitled 
him to a better fate, by a series of raisfortnnes, 
thrown into coafinenietit; and 6y di:fec%ogt of mi 
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" tturtletttiiig creditor, detained thew for the greater 
' '^ft of twenty years. — Though their situation in 
life, denied th«n the power of rescuing him from 
his adversity, yet they have comforted him con- 
stantly by their daily visits, and supported both him 
and his second wife, by the labour of their hands ; 
^— evei' pouring into his wounded bosom, the batm 
of filial affection. — An act of grace hath at last set 
the distressed parent at liberiy, — and they have this 
evening been to fetch him home from the forlorn 
scene of Captivity, which hath worn down his 
grey hairs. — We have made a little supper on the 
occasion, and had not long finished it, when you 
' knocked at the door. — One of his daughters, whose 
voice you nowhear is come to welcome his return; 
btid as all the family have a musical turn, she has 
taken up a guitar to accompany herself. — Nqthing 
can at this moment exceed the transport of the father, 
after cKperienciug for so many years, the severity 
of iil-fortune, to find himself, at last, hoised in 
security under his children's roof.— 

—You paint the story,' returned I, as one who 
strongly sympathized in the general joy. — You 
might well call it a scene to interest the Feetings j 
—on my soul, it hath played the deuce with mine, 
— insomuch, that 1 would almost give one eye, 
to peep through a key-hole with the other, and 
obtatn-a gliiit[»e of these happy people, without in- 
TmdiogottlfetirWioioutnMWiftatt. — 
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Why tb«, Sir, cDntinuea'tKe ianllloFd, I coi^S - 
gratify yoo iiv— a> there ctin be no breach eitbttr 
of hospualiiy, or hcmoBr, in cXlilbiring the iiiei1t» ' 
of one's friends; when their sctions may hot only 
bear the view, but claim the applause of the. world. 
The little room where they are, has a glass foW- 
ing-doOT, with a curtain drawn only acioss the "■ 
lowerhalf of it, — if you will give yourself the trou-'" 
ble to step up with me, on the second stairs, you 
fnay nnpcrceived look over it, and indulge your 
curkwity. 

J wot^ not have missed the sight for all I shall 
ever be worth on this side of the grave !— It shew- 
ed me so lovely a Fakily-Pictiir.e, as bid defi- 
ance to all the efforts ofart ; — even the pencil of a 
Rafhaxl, — a Titian, — or a- Guido, woqM have 
failed in the attempt— for it was drawn, and co- 
loured, by a greatei hand ; — by thy inimitable hand, 
O Nature L— ■who slialt ever, to the last page I 
write, remain the object of my adoration '■■ — 

I wiched a thouund thnes, my dear Jinny, 
that thy benevolent heart could have enjoyed it 
with me 1— but I will give you some idea, how the 
canvaat waB.dispoxd, and yoar sensibility will 
paJM the rest. — 

Imagine the wh^e family^ grouped' round tlie 
table oa which th«y bad supped,r— in fall view htr 

■ / 
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fore me conceive t6e portrait, of (he father ; wfcosc 
features wore the (races of age, and iafinnity, pos- 
sibly somewhat strengthened by the sorrows ot- 
lifc, but whose counienance was at the same time 
brightened by so placiil an eye, as indicated a mind - 
superior to them all ! On either side ni him sat hie 
good sons, apd next to them, his wife, the faithful 
t»nner of his afflictions. — Opposite to her, appeared 
the vacant chajr from whence I had so abruptly 
Bummoned my conductor, who now stood by me,— 
while the daughter, whose voice I had heard from 
below, and the friendly misttess of the house, who 
had prepared them this little entertainment, filled 
up the remainder of ibis happy circle. 

T^e daughter was still singiog to her gukn*— 
they were soothing, plaintive notes; — bnt my 
mind was too much occupied to attend to sounds- 
it was watching the character which composed 
thi¥ singular picture, and marking attentively the 
expressions of cordiality and love, which, dm*- 
ing the song, were shot from eye to eye. — Often 
did the good old man catit looks of transport on 
each of his family, one after the other, — then fix 
his attention on his tJiild, whose voice .waswel- 
coming his return, — while, at interval*, his hands 
and eyes were uplifted, in silent gratitude, to idiat 
Providence who had, after trials so severe, at 
last broi^eht him b(tiae<i4pe>tte.rr 



ovCocwIt^ 



.258 

—As tooQ aa the song was ended, he beckoned, 
his daughter to approach him ; — when, taking her 
^y the arm, he gently pulled her down to. his 
cheek, and hid his hce in her neck. — The mistress 
p( the bouse now pushed nearer to bitn, a gksi of 
, wine, which had been poured out, and had lon^ 
stood before him, unregarded, on the table i~-hc 
placidly drank itoj9^; and surveying all around him 
with a look of measureless contentment, stretched 
out his hands on his two sons, who were besides 
him, which were instandy pressed in theirs with, 
the utmost fervor ;t— while, in their features, were 
pictured all those delicate emotions of the heart, 
which Nature has alone entrusted to the human 
countenance to e:fpreG8, and which the cflTojts of 
language are far too feeble to convey.-^ 

— Believe toe, my dear Jekny, there was not a 
dry eye in all the ro<»n; — nay, and I might add, 
on the stairs neither— for I more than once, observ- 
ed my honest tobacconist pass his hand before bis 
&ce. 

— ^Thcre are tears of pl&uure » wel) as tews of 
dulress I — the latter are excited by car men suf- 
ferings, — the former are the involuntary tribute 
which SensiiilUy pays to Virtue I 

I lament, said I, turning round to my companion, 
that this PICTURE you have shevm tat, which 
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gl6ws with so many lovely tints that affection hath 
spreafl over it, should be concealed in your little 
apartment,— it ought to be exhibited to the Public ; 
—the view of it might icrve to confirm the Good, 
iai (hame the Unftcling !— Nor could I quit the 
scene I had been contemplating, without breathing 
itiis benediction over it : 

—Heaven prosper you, children of Virtue f— 
nay, and it will prosper you. — for you have given 
the world a noble example of filial piety ! — and if 
lost in its dissipations, it should overlook the un- 
urged claims you have Oft it, — yet hart you trea- 
sured up in your own bosoms, those enviable feel- 
ings oPconscioos rectitude, which it never can take 
fi"om you, — and which, without hearts like yours, 
it hath not in its power to bestow 1 — 

I walked home with so light and heedless a foot, 
by having my mind totally occupied with all I had 
just b«<!n spectator of, that I ran against half a do- 
zen posts, and at least treble as many passengers*. — 

* Ii humg con* M my kuowkdge, ihat all tbc pattiu, axcept- 
log eoe, from wlibin Ihii Sceoe of Natshe wbi Skitcbep, are 

still eiLsting — Death huving only wiped from the raoTasi the ^ed 
Father, — and as I have found that many of my Readers iiave been 
interested by this FiniLi-PicTuaE; I eaieem it a tribote due to 
Ibe clmractera of the Soni, who m mucb embellish the Pieci, ta 
say Ihoy are the children of the late Mi-PLENiua, well known 
in the musical world, and particulaity for bis invention of thkt 
complicated instrument the LynicaoHD. 



cGoogk 



260 

- Ipily, from my soul, the gloomy temperament 
of the Satirist, whose delight is to view only the 
unfavourable side of life. The imperfection; of 
humanfty may never leave his spleen destitute of ^ 
subject ; — yet I am inclined to believe, for the hq- 
nour of Providence and Nature, that there evCT 
has liecn a propoitionate degree of benevolence in 
ihe world. — Those virtues that most adorn, and 
endear society, are confined to a limited ciicle. — 
Could we steal in on the privacies of domestic life, 
I am confident wc should see many more actions 
and characters to admire, and reqtect, than we are 
in general inclined to suppose. — 

When I arrived at my lodgings. La Pierre met 
me in the passage with a cci^ttteiiance that, <jutckei 
titan his tongue, told mci bU was «»tU— and that 
my old horse bad performed the journey— « mkr- 
veiHes. ' , ".^ 

My trusty Valet had caade ihe best arrangement 
he could of evei'y thijig in- my apartment. — My 
Sea-Biscuit, my Capillaire, and my Slippers, which 
constitute a palt of his evening service, were all 
placed in order ;— so that I had nothing to do, but 
to swallow a mouthful of refieshmcnt, enquire of 
him the trivial occurrences of the road, and retire 
to my chamber. . . . " . 

—I do not recollect, in all my life, to have ever 
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passed a more delicious night; — for I slept til) late 
the next morning, tvitliouc the smallest interrup- 
tion, — and arose in the finest spirits imaginable: — 
Nor will I ever be persuaded, to this moment, that 
it was half so much occasioned by the exercise, and 
fatigue, of the preceding day, — as it was, by my hav- 
ing gone to bed— IN PERFEcr good kijmour with 

THE world. 
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